
AGENDA 

Committee on Public Safety 
August 13, 2024 at 4:00 PM 

 

 
 Lansing City Hall, City Council Conference Room 

124 W. Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor 
To provide input or ask questions on any item that is listed on the agenda, 

members of the public may contact the City Council at city.council@lansingmi.gov or (517) 483-4177 prior to the meeting. 
To view the meeting live and participate in virtual public comment:  https://www.lansingmi.gov/1212/Council-Committee-Meetings  

 

 

 
Council Member Kost, Chairperson 
Council Member Pehlivanoglu, Vice Chairperson 
Council Member Spadafore, Member 

1. Call to Order  
2. Minutes  
 A. July 23, 2024 
3. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes)  
4. Discussion/Action:  
 B. RESOLUTION - Make Safe or Demolish; 1342 N Walnut 
 C. DISCUSSION - Lansing Siren Deployment Updates 
5. Other  

 

D. Economic Development & Planning Department Updates 

• List of Open ACTION Letters (Initial Request 1/23/24) 
• Progress of dormant properties (Initial Request 1/23/24) 

6. Adjourn  
 
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings should contact the City 
Council Office at 517-483-4177  (TTY 711) 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations.  An attempt 
will be made to grant all reasonable accommodation requests. 
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MINUTES

Committee on Public Safety
Tuesday, July 23, 2024 @ 4:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room, 10th Floor City Hall

CALL TO ORDER  
Council Member Kost called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm

PRESENT
Council Member Ryan Kost, Chair
Council Member Trini Pehlivanoglu, Vice Chair
Council Member Peter Spadafore, Member- excused

OTHERS PRESENT
Sherrie Boak, Council Office Manager
Lisa Hagen-Lawrence, OCA
DeYeya Jones
Chief Backus, LPD
Dave Ellis
Rawley Van Fossen, EDP
Joe Neller, SIMTOB
Nick Kwiatkowski

MINUTES
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEHILIVANOGLU TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM JULY 9, 
2024 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Neller provided updates; upcoming discussion with LPD Chief on Community Policing at 1317 E 
Kalamazoo, there is an electrician engaged for exterior lighting.  The Holmes Street inspection was 
delayed due to permits, and all those have been resolved and they are hopeful the inspections will 
occur shortly.  Mr. Neller stated he will continue to update the Committee.

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
RESOLUTION – Reappointment; DeYeya Jones; At Large Member- Board of Police Commissioners; 
Term to Expire June 30, 2028
Council Member Kost acknowledged Mr. Jones and asked him to provide some brief information on 
himself and his time thus far on the Commission.  It was at the last meeting agenda and moved to this 
meeting because as a reappointment neither Committee member has met him.

Mr. Jones gave an overview of his work experience and Lansing residency.  In addition to this 
Commission he serves on CADL Board as well.  In terms of this Commission, he serves to make sure 
there is a cohesive relationship, and some of the issues that exist within the community and lack of 
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transparency some individuals think to exist, some are not occurring.    Mr. Jones stated his interested 
in to continue a equal relationship with the community and the department.

Council Member Pehlivanoglu acknowledged Mr. Jones for his work thus far on the Commission, and 
have heard people speak highly of him.

Council Member Kost acknowledged he sat in on the last Commission meeting, and believed he is 
doing an excellent job in his Chairperson role.  He then referenced the agenda, specific to “comments 
on agenda items”, but the packet does not include any items, and the agenda only says “Discussion”.  
Mr. Jones noted it could be re-evaluate and revamped.  Council Member Kost asked if he could look 
into that as Chair of the Commission, and continue his interest in transparency.  Council Member Kost 
then acknowledged Mr. Jones for his willingness to serve.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEHLIVANOGLU TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO 
REAPPOINT DEYEYA JONES AS AT LARGE MEMBER TO THE BOARD OF POLICE 
COMMISSIONERS.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.

DISCUSSION – Newly Appointed LPD Chief Backus
Council Member Kost acknowledged the Chief for attending, and spoke briefly on his work experience 
with the Chief over the last couple years.  He then asked the Chief on his experience.

Chief Backus acknowledged the invitation, and provided historical information on how he began 
working with the LPD as a cadet via MSU.  That led to a police sponsorship, academy and then working 
full time.  Since his time with LPD he has been on the Michigan State Narcotics Team and 
collaboration.  In addition to that role, he has also worked with LPD internal affairs, and bringing those 
two worlds together and why a police officer acts a certain way and then also looking into what might 
not be proactive.  An assignment included Violent Crime Unit, which progressed to Captain, and then 
Assistant Chief.  Chief Backus expanded on his future plan, and it speaks highly that his role was 
appointed as an internal candidate.  His passion is to address violence crime, and back in 2010 this 
became a priority.  His is focused on community collaboration, intervention and continue with the 
Violent Crime initiative.  Speaking to recruitment and hiring, and in 1998 there was a crime bill that 
flooded the City with funds to hire.  There are only 5 retirements in the next year, and there are 14 
applicants to the academy, in the next month there will be 50 candidates interviewed.  This is the time 
where the City will start gaining the Lansing police force back.  Chief Backus noted he believes there 
needs to be a focus on training, there is a community policing with 12 spots, but only 6 staffed because 
of level of staffing.  In conclusion he acknowledged he feels lucky to be coming in now because there is 
also a road map.  The department needs to have transparency with the public, letting people know they 
are safe, sharing the intelligence, help them and make them aware the police is sharing as much as 
they can.

Council Member Pehlivanoglu acknowledged the Chief with his work ethic and integrity, feeling 
confident he will carry out the best that he can to the best of his ability.

Council Member Kost also acknowledged the Chief on his work ethic and goal to building trust with the 
community.  He then asked if he would consider expanding the CPO positions past the 12 positions, 
and Chief Backus stated you need to look at those roles and areas, and balance with the areas that 
need visibility and neighborhoods.  Council Member Kost referenced Fabulous Acres as an example 
and if the Chief would be open to expanding the areas of the current CPO roles.

DISCUSSION – Referral from Resident on Bike Paths on recently reconstructed Michigan Avenue
Council Member Kost referenced the referral from the resident Mr. Ellis on the Michigan Avenue project 
in relation to bike paths.
Mr. Ellis stated that after 2 years of public engagement in voicing concerns, wants and demands, and 
after shown the initial design they had issues.  They were under the understanding those concerns 
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would be addressed, but now the design is going forward with out being addressed.  Theses included 
location of the path, lack of new crossings, and double stop lines.
Mr. Kwiatkowski acknowledged how Mr. Kilpatrick did meet with the neighborhood settings, and he took 
their input, but the final design as being constructed they are concerned could cause injuries.

Council Member Kost referred to a photo in the packet. Mr. Kilpatrick confirmed it is the configuration 
with the ramp section on Michigan Avenue, which is 5’, and shared area of pedestrians.  Essentially 
they can have what is out there initially; 5 lanes.  Proposed is parking eliminated on one side, and three 
driving lanes.  Cannot look at pre-covid projections now, and that is why there are now proposed 4.  
The City master plan would like it to look like the 200 block, and convenient parking out front, but also 
consider parking behind.  In some areas of the corridor there is no need for parking on the street due to 
the business.  The City is looking at land use, 30+ years out, and the reason change of the cycle 
facilities because of the one lane.   There are levels of bikers; comfortable with traffic, comfortable with 
some traffic, not comfortable with any traffic.  With reviewing that they are looking at options for bringing 
bike near trees and street lights, but there needs to be a separation of trees for their future canopy and 
limit on species of trees.  At intersections there were discussions on signals for cars and bikes, also 
potential raised crossings.  There is federal funding on a project, and once that project goes forward 
there is limited ways to change since the Federal government is overseeing the project.  The City did 
make decision changes; with original different color of sidewalk for the bike lane, and there were funds 
removed from the original project to make those happen, and depending on traffic volumes, if 
determine only three lanes, they can add another lane on the street 9’ wide and buffered with posts, but 
they are limited by the size of the right of way. In conclusion, Mr. Kilpatrick stated there might be an 
option for more considerations, and they have gone back to MDOT to eliminate to down to 3 lanes and 
add a bike lane.  Once the project is done, with traffic volumes the City can show they 2nd West bound 
lane is not needed, then yes.  Everything has been designed for potential, the same with the signals.  
The goal is to try to get the approval for the stretch from 27 to UM Sparrow, to make those changes.

Council Member Pehlivanoglu asked if there is a projected end time, and Mr. Kilpatrick stated it is the 
end of next construction season.  Currently it is pending if they will final pave one section, and that goal 
is to wait until all done for final top coat.

Mr. Ellis was asked if he was communicating with the City, and Mr. Kilpatrick confirmed he has spoken 
to Mr. Ellis and multiple meetings.  In this decision, within the blocks the bikes are very separated from 
traffic, and the question is how to make those safe.  Mr. Ellis asked Mr. Kilpatrick if there is potential 
have the 4th lane removed to add for bike lanes, but this lane is needed for cars, and because of this 
there has to be concessions with the bike lanes.  He than asked why the cyclists are being asked to 
wait instead of vehicle parking wait.  Mr. Kilpatrick stated the funds are coming from gas, weight, 
transportation tax, and some tax not all for roads.  The distribution is what matches the Federal funds, 
and ACT 51 does not have to be used, there is a minimal 20% on construction and with Federal funding 
they have to demonstrate it will facilitate traffic volumes that is required with Federal funding.  The 
question would be the policy question.  The goal is to initially to take 5 lanes to 3 lanes, and an 
unbalanced 4 lane is uncommon.  Traffic volumes have been going down in the area/region.  His goal 
would to have bike facility all the way down Michigan Avenue, and asked for $5 million from the State to 
go from Pennsylvania to the Capital, but were given $500,000 so limited on the project.  Mr. Ellis asked 
again why the is the space for the second driving lane coming from the cyclist lane instead of the 
parking lane. He asked why the City cannot put parking just on one side.  Mr. Kilpatrick stated the 
businesses could be involved, whether using now or not, and during public input no one spoke that they 
didn’t want parking, and there was in interest for the bike lane, so they came up with the design to 
accommodate the parking bike lanes inputs.

Council Member Kost stated if taking parking away on Michigan Avenue there is a concern with 
residents and visitors with disabilities and having to cross.  There is an example on DeWitt Road with 
bike lanes and barriers.  Mr. Kilpatrick stated without parking that is easy to do, but with parking that is 
harder to do.  Again if 3 lanes works, they would have 9’ for separation.
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Council Member Kost acknowledged everyone’s comments, and encouraged Mr. Ellis to continue 
discussions with the Public Service Department.

Mr. Kwiatkowski asked about markings for what is done now. Mr. Kilpatrick stated it was going to be 
different colors, it will be signed, different markings.  Mr. Wykowski confirmed on MSU they used 
asphalt, and concrete, painted no walking signs, etc.  Mr. Kilpatrick confirmed that there is only green 
striping in the driveways that are in the project right now.  He concluded that there are constrains to 
each use and the City is trying to accommodate all uses of the street.

OTHER 
Economic Development & Planning Department Updates
Council Member Kost aske for an update.

Mr. Van Fossen stated the MSD list is the same as the last meeting.  The hearing officers are getting 
trained this week by OCA.

List of Open ACTION Letters – submitted a 34 page report, and not completed but some are multi year 
old and that is task for the department.  They hope at the next meeting the Committee next time to 
propose more suggestions.  Council Member Kost noted this is a good start.

ADJOURN 
Adjourned 5:00 p.m.            
Submitted by
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary
Lansing City Council
Approved by the Committee on 
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CITY OF LANSING - DEMOLITION BOARD

REPORT FOR CITY COUNCIL

CASE OVERVIEW SHEET

ADDRESS: 33-01-01-09-180-011 SHOW CAUSE HEARING DATE:

PARCEL NUMBER: 1342 N. Walnut St. DEMOLITION CASE FILE #: D2024-008

LISTED TAXPAYER: 917 CHITTOCK STREET L L C HOUSING CODE VIOLATION LTR: 3/14/2014 & 2/08/2023

INTERESTED PARTIES:  ORIGINAL RED TAG DATE: 3/14/2014

SEV INFORMATION: $52,600.00 ZONING: B

LAND VALUE: $3,800.00 ESTIMATE OF REPAIRS: $165,285.00

BUILDING VALUE: $48,800.00 PICTURES: YES

LOT SIZE: 47.00 X 124.00 OTHER:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: CURRENT PERMIT ACTIVITY

S 21 FT LOT 8 & N 26 FT LOT 7; SMITH'S 

SUB OF LOT 3 & PART OF LOT 4 BLOCK 

25

BUILDING: DENIED

ORDER OF DEMOLITION BOARD ELECTRICAL: DENIED

MECHANICAL: DENIED

DEMOLITION BOARD MEETING DATE: MAY 23,2024 PLUMBING: DENIED

ORDER: MAKE SAFE OR DEMOLISH 6/27/2024 DEMOLITION: na

REASON/CONDITIONS: FIRE DAMAGED 

MEETING DATE

Dept. Request for Show Cause

City Council 07/08/24

Committee on Public Safety 07/09/24

City Council 07/22/24

City Council 08/12/24

Committee on Public Safety 08/13/24

City Council

CURRENT CITY COUNCIL ACTIVITY

ACTION

NONE GIVEN

Referred - Committee Public Safety

Approved RES Set Show Cause

Set Show Cause for 

Show Cause Hearing 

1342 N WALNUT 8/8/2024
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BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

WHEREAS, the Code Compliance Officer has determined that the building located at 
1342 N. WALNUT ST.,33-01-01-09-180-011 S 21 FT LOT 8 & N 26 FT LOT 7; SMITH’S 
SUB OF LOT 3 & PART OF LOT 4 BLOCK 25, City of Lansing, is an unsafe or 
dangerous building as defined in Section 108.1 of the International Property 
Maintenance Code as adopted by Lansing Codified Ordinance 1460.01, and the 
Housing Law of Michigan, and the building was red tagged on 3/06/2014; and

WHEREAS, a hearing was held by the Lansing Demolition Board on 05/23/2024, at 
which the Hearing Officer determined that said building was an unsafe and dangerous 
building and ordered the building demolished or made safe by 06/27/2024; and

WHEREAS, said Hearing Officer filed a report of their findings and order with the City 
Council and requested the City Council to take appropriate action under the Lansing 
Codified Ordinances and the Housing Law of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the Housing Law of Michigan and Lansing Codified Ordinances require a 
hearing be conducted to give the property owner an opportunity to show cause why a 
dangerous structure should not be demolished or otherwise made safe; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public show cause hearing on August 12, 2024, to 
review the findings and the order of the Hearing Officers, and the owners were notified 
in writing of said hearing and had an opportunity to appear and show cause why said 
building should not be demolished or otherwise made safe; and

WHEREAS, the Code Compliance Office has determined that compliance with the order 
of the Lansing Demolition Hearing Board Officer has not occurred.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the owner(s) of 1342 N WALNUT ST., as 
legally described above, are hereby directed to comply with the order of the Hearing 
Officers to demolish or otherwise make safe the said building within 30 days from the 
date of this resolution, ___________ 2024.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the property owner(s) is hereby notified that this 
order must be appealed within twenty days pursuant to MCL 125.542 and should the 
owners fail to comply with the Hearing Officers’ order for demolition or make safe, the 
Code Compliance Officer is hereby directed to proceed with demolition of said building.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, whether demolition is accomplished by said property 
owner or the City, that appropriate seeding and restoration of property take place to 
avoid run-off to adjacent properties.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the demolition is accomplished by the City, the cost 
of such demolition shall be a lien against the real property and shall be reported to the 
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City Assessor.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the owners in whose name the property appears upon 
the last local tax assessment record shall be notified by the City Assessor of the amount 
of such cost by first class mail at the address shown on the records. Upon the owner’s 
failure to pay the same within thirty (30) days after mailing by the City Assessor of the 
notice of the amount thereof, the amount of said costs shall be a lien and shall be filed 
and recovered as provided by law and the lien shall be collected and treated in the 
same manner as provided for property tax liens under the general property tax act.
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Property Address

Enforcemen

t History

Demo Board 

Hearing 

Date

Demo Board 

Status

Show Cause     

Hrg-Council

Committee 

MSD Date

City Council 

MSD Date

Demo 

Award Date

Demo 

Permit 

Issued Permits Pulled - Expire Date

3417 Stabler

Unsafe - 

06/2019

Case D2022-

008     

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 06/24; Elec 06/24; Mech 06/24; Plum COMP 04/24; Insp Srvc COMP-Partially Apvd

204 E Cavanaugh

Unsafe - 

06/2022 5/25/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 09/24; Elec exp.4/24; Insp Plmb, Rough, Frame APRV; Final Scheduled

204 E Potter

Unsafe -

11/2017 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 09/24; Mech 09/24; Insp Frame - Disapproved

1723 Osband

Safety Not 

Complied - 

02/2023 9/28/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 08/24; Elec 08/24; Insp Elec Partially Apvd

1232 N Washington

Unsafe - 

05/2023 7/27/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 06/24; Elec 09/24; Plmb 09/24; Insp Final APRV

4623 Hughes Rd

Unsafe - 

11/2020 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 09/03/20 Expired; Mech 10/15/15 Final (Owner selling property 02/22/24)

1212 Park View

Unsafe - 

06/2020 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024

Bldg Invcd; Mech Suspended (fee); Plmb 08/24; Insp APRV Rough Mech, Footing, 

Undergroung, Final

500 N Butler

Safety - 

06/2023 

(Send 

Letter) 7/27/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 No work, owner aprvd for zoning multi-unit waiting on more funding, will know by June

4918 Eastlawn Dr

Unsafe - 

07/2022 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 7/24; APRV Elec/Mech rough, bldg frame, instalation (PART APRV) & drywall APRV

1023 Porter St

Unsafe - 

07/2017 4/27/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 8/24; Elec 10/24; per EDP Insp framing-partial apvd

108 S MLK Blvd

Safety Ltr-

06/2018

Case D2018-

009

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg issued 01/2024 (Historic Darius Moon house)

219 E Hazel

Unsafe - 

09/2021 5/25/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024

Bldg Res issued, Elec/Plmb Expired; Ins Service/Other APVD; Frame not ready; Progress 

Disapprpoved, Rough APVD

5625 Kaynorth

Unsafe - 

03/2009 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024

No open permits - Per Demo Board listed owner mtg w/BSO & presented Demo Bd 

w/pics, looks complete

1044 Ontario

Safety Ltr-

03/27/24 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Demo Bd requested permits pulled by May meeting.

3134 Viking Rd

Unsafe - 

05/2021

Case D2022-

010

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg Res 11/16/24; Elec Cancelled; Mech 11/16/24

2407 Dunlap St

Unsafe - 

09/2021 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 07/24; Bldg Res, Mech & Plmb 08/24

1300 W Maple

Unsafe - 

11/2005 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 No Permits pulled, per Demo Bd has bids for Elec

122 S Grand

Dangerous 

Bldg 

10/19/16 4/25/2024

Tabled- 

7/25/24 No permits pulled as of 5/22/24; no permits as of 6/11

1612 Martin

Unsafe - 

08/2023 4/25/2024

Tabled 

7/25/24 No permits pulled as of 5/22/24

1616 S Cedar St

Unsafe - 

11/28/2011 4/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/24 No permits pulled as of 5/22/24; no permits as of 6/11

431 S Francis

Demo Bd 

5/23/24 5/23/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/24 No permits as of 6/11

642 Samantha

Demo Bd 

5/23/24 5/23/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/24 No permits as of 6/11

1342 N Walnut

Demo Bd 

5/23/24 5/23/2024 8/12/2024 8/13/2024 8/26/2024

Last heard 5/23 - no change

Heard 4/25

Heard 5/23

Heard 5/23

Last heard 3/28 - two permits 

issued
Last heard 3/28 - owner has all 

permits in place
Last heard 5/23 - owner cleaned 

out home and has bids

Heard 4/25

Heard 4/25

1Contractor shall have thirty (30) days after the release of the purchase order issued by the City of Lansing, to complete the demolition of the structure(s) and establish a safe site.  Completion date of this contract shall be 

thirty (30) days from the date of the Purchase Order.

2The successful bidder shall verify and demonstrate that all utilities have been properly terminated and/or disconnected prior to commencement of demolition activities.  Any and all costs associated with utility 

disconnections shall be included within the bid.  If the successful bidder has difficulty getting utility releases from either Board of Water & Light or Consumers Energy that would prevent them from completing the scope of 

Comments from MSD Board

Last heard 3/28 - Owner almost 

finished w/project per board
Last heard 5/23 - Drywall up in 

few wks, kitchen cabinets 
Last heard 5/23 - Drywall up in 

few wks, kitchen cabinets 

Last heard 3/28 - permits in place 

w/inspections
Last heard 5/23 - permits issued, 

insp. Completed
Last heard 4/25 - current owner 

selling property
Last heard 4/25 - permits issued, 

rough insp passed, moving along

Last heard 3/28 - City Life stated 

apvd for zoning multi-unit, 

attempting more funding will 

know by June, or sell

Last heard 5/23 - drywall aprvd
Last heard 4/25 - permits still 

active, working being done
Last hear 4/25 - owner sub'd 

plans to BSO for lower level 

single-family
Last heard 5/23 - owner pulled 

permits
Last heard 3/28 - No change                  

Didn't show at 5/23 mtg tabled 
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