
AGENDA 

Committee on Public Safety 
July 23, 2024 at 4:00 PM 

 

 
 Lansing City Hall, City Council Conference Room 

124 W. Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor 
To provide input or ask questions on any item that is listed on the agenda, 

members of the public may contact the City Council at city.council@lansingmi.gov or (517) 483-4177 prior to the meeting. 
To view the meeting live and participate in virtual public comment:  https://www.lansingmi.gov/1212/Council-Committee-Meetings 

UPDATED 7/19/2024 p.m. 
 

 

 
Council Member Kost, Chairperson 
Council Member Pehlivanoglu, Vice Chairperson 
Council Member Spadafore, Member 

1. Call to Order  
2. Roll Call  
3. Minutes  
 A. July 9, 2024 
4. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes)  
5. Discussion/Action:  

 B. RESOLUTION - Reappointment; DeYeya Jones; At-Large member -Board of 
Police Commissioners; Term to Expire June 30, 2028  

 C. DISCUSSION - Newly Appointed LPD Chief Backus 

 D. DISCUSSION - Referral from Resident on Bike Paths on recently 
reconstructed Michigan Avenue 

6. Other  

 

E. Economic Development & Planning Department Updates 

• List of Open ACTION Letters (Initial Request 1/23/24) 
• Progress of dormant properties (Initial Request 1/23/24) 

7. Adjourn  
 
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings should contact the City 
Council Office at 517-483-4177  (TTY 711) 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations.  An attempt 
will be made to grant all reasonable accommodation requests. 
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MINUTES

Committee on Public Safety
Tuesday, July 9, 2024 @ 4:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room, 10th Floor City Hall

CALL TO ORDER  
Council Member Kost called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm

PRESENT
Council Member Ryan Kost, Chair
Council Member Trini Pehlivanoglu, Vice Chair
Council Member Peter Spadafore, Member- excused

OTHERS PRESENT
Sherrie Boak, Council Office Manager
Lisa Hagen-Lawrence, OCA
Rawley VanFossen, EDP
Joe Neller, SIMTOB

MINUTES
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEHILIVANOGLU TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM MAY 14, 
2024 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment at the time.

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
RESOLUTION – Reappointment; DeYeya Jones; At Large Member- Board of Police Commissioners; 
Term to Expire June 30, 2028
Council Member Pehlivanoglu stated she reviewed the application and did not have an issue taking 
action.  

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEHLIVANOGLU TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO 
REAPPOINT DEYEYA JONES AS AT LARGE MEMBER TO THE BOARD OF POLICE 
COMMISSIONERS.  

Council Member Kost voiced an interest in having reappointments present at the meeting to answer 
questions.

MOTION WITHDRAWN BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEHLIVANOGLU.

Ms. Boak is to invite Mr. Jones to the next Committee meeting.
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RESOLUTION – Set Show Cause Hearing; Make Safe or Demolish; 1342 N Walnut Street
Mr. Van Fossen stated to the Committee that the property was tagged March of 2014, is a fire damaged 
property, and began in the Make Safe or demolish process in June 2023.  The property owner has not 
communicated for some time with Code, and at recent meeting of the Demolition Board they made the 
decision to Make Safe in 30 days.  No work has been done to make safe, so they are recommending to 
make safe or demolish.  Council Member Kost concurred he was present at the demolition board 
meeting and the owner was not present.

Mr. Van Fossen added that stated there was “30 days” in the past for fire, but it was brought to their 
attend the State Housing law has a requirement of 21 days.  Ms. Boak stated any resolution coming to 
Council for fire will be set for 21 days if stating 30, per the law.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEHLIVANOGLU TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO SET A 
SHOW CAUSE HEARING FOR AUGUST 12, 2024.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.

DISCUSSION – Ordinance on Make Safe or Demolish Stricter Standards – OCA
Ms. Hagen – Lawrence stated there is a provision of the housing code, where the officer could set 
standards; stricter one to be established.  In the overall process for Make Safe or Demolish a 
demolition officer shall make a finding pursuant to state law.  Prior they have been tabling indefinitely.  
Now in collaboration with the Code officer and the property owner, if there is good cause they will 
discharge back to Code if there is no good cause to discharge they will take action to send to Council.  

Regarding an earlier question on an ordinance, there is nothing that can be changed in the current 
ordinance that can make stricter standards, per Ms. Hagen-Lawrence.  If there has been no effort by 
the property owner over 24 consecutive months, a court action can be issued to be demolished.  That is 
separate from MSD process, and therefore another tool to be used.  This will be fact dependent.

Mr. Van Fossen confirmed that recently the Demolition Board was informed that their past practice with 
a hearing officer hears a case were one of two decisions: tabled or ordered to be make safe demolish.  
The practice of “tabling” is not supported with statue, ad so his office is now in the process of training 
internal staff and the Demolition Board hearing officers. Their June meeting was canceled during the 
meeting and the July meeting has been cancelled as well.  Currently the OCA is changing the forms, 
training internal staff and his office will also notify all cases in the process informing them of the statue 
and what the required practice will be in the future.  With any new cases the process outlined by the 
statue, OCA; the Board will send back to code by discharging if there is good cause.  That property will 
still be in the red tag.  After discharge if there is no progress, then they will start the process with the 
Demolition Board again.  This will require the owner the opportunity to explain why, and the board 
officer will have 5 days to make a decision. Mr. Van Fossen assured the Committee that none of these 
changes will change what happens at Council what it is referred to them.

Council Member Kost spoke in support of the hearing officers and what they have done in the past, but 
also from attending the meetings he sees they are also have a willingness to move on with the letter of 
the law requirements.

Council Member Pehlivanoglu asked when the next Demolition Board meeting would be and Mr. Van 
Fossen was not able to provide a date at this time due to the ongoing changes, training and list of 
cases.  He noted that generally it is the 4th Thursday of the month. They are trying to look at a different 
date in August since June and July were cancelled and will keep Council updated.

Council Member Kost encouraged them to look at other locations since there is not a lot of space in the 
room they currently use.  Mr. Van Fossen took the suggestion and confirmed all other EDP Board meet 
at the Neighborhood Empowerment Center.  In addition they are looking at technical options so photos 
can be shown to the public during the meetings.
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OTHER
Economic Development & Planning Department Updates – 

• SIMTOB
Mr. Van Fossen went through the SIMTOB handout he brough to the meeting.  Mr. Neller 
confirmed they have final building inspections scheduled for Monday on the rental inspection for 
2222 W. Holmes.
Council Member Kost asked about the Kalamazoo properties, and Mr. Neller stated they are 
working on the project list but their strong efforts have been towards 2222 W Holmes to get it 
back open and rented out.  They have also been working on the former Marvin Gardens and 
those inspections are scheduled for this Friday and next week.  Regarding the specific 
Kalamazoo properties, SIMTOB is working with the Community Policing Initiative and would be 
encouraged if the Committee could plan a future meeting with the officer and SIMTOB.
Council Member Kost asked about his concern with lighting that he has mentioned in the past, 
and Mr. Neller confirmed they are getting quotes on lighting but want to also talk about the gaps 
in street lighting that might help as well.
Council Member Kost asked about their property at 828 Fred that had a fire, and Mr. Neller 
confirmed the contractors are starting work on 7/10 and there were 14-15 units effected, and 
they moved out everyone, even those ones not immediately impacted.
Council Member Kost then asked if they could look into 814 Louisa on what appears to be 
continual standing water.
Mr. Neller acknowledged the strong efforts have been on getting the Holmes Road project back 
open since it has been vacant for a year, and they want to get the 22 units available.

• List of Open ACTION Letters- 
Mr. Van Fossen stated they cannot provide anything today because they are still figuring out the 
BSA transition that was done in June and the reports they used to create in the old system they 
are not set up in the new system.

• List in the MSD Process-
Mr. Van Fossen confirmed the list he provided at the meeting today, note all “tabled” because 
they are coming out with the new process with the Demolition Board.
Council Member Kost stated he would send Mr. Van Fossen details on a fire damaged house in 
Potter Walsh.

OTHER
No other topics of discussion.

ADJOURN 
Adjourned 4:27 p.m.            
Submitted by
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary
Lansing City Council
Approved by the Committee on 
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Application for Appointment to Board or Commission 
 

  

 
Thank you for your interest in serving on a Lansing Board, Commission or 
Committee.  

 
Certain boards, commissions or committees require appointees to be a registered 
elector in the City of Lansing (Charter Section 2-102) and be a resident of Lansing 
for one year prior to taking office (Charter Section 2-102).  

 
Appointees to every board, commission or committee must not be in default to the 
City at the time of taking office (Charter Section 2-103.2) and not have been 
convicted, within 20 years of taking office, of a violation of the election laws of the 
City of Lansing, State of Michigan, or the United States; a violation of public trust; or 
any felony (Charter Section 2-103.1). 

 
Lansing City Charter, Section 5-104, Ineligibility For Boards, restricts certain City 
employee activities on some boards: "No person holding another City office or 
activity employed by the City shall be eligible to be a voting member on any board." 

(Section Break) 

Date 5/27/2020  

First Name DeYeya  

Middle E 

Last Name Jones 

Other name(s) by which 

you have been known, 

including maiden names 

Field not completed. 

Date of Birth 
 

Address 1710 Moores River Dr. 

City Lansing 

State MI 

Zip Code 48910 
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Email deyeya@me.com  

Gender 
 

Find my ward: Lansing Neighborhoods Ward Map  

Ward 4 

Precinct Field not completed. 

Best phone number to 

contact you 

 

Last 4 digits of social 

security number 

 

In what year did you 

move to Lansing?  
1983 

Additional information 

regarding experience and 

credentials 

CADL - Board of Trustees  

 

Lansing Kappa Alpha Psi Foundation - Board Member 

 

Lansing Football League - President  

 

USA Football - Youth Commissioner 

 

Lansing Kappa League - Director  

Occupational Background SuttonAdvisors, PLC  

Director of Finance 2013 - Present  

 

Career Quest Learning Center  

Adjunct Instructor 2011 - 2013 

 

Garb-Ko 7-Eleven Inc.  

District Manager 2002-2012  

Educational Background Northwood University  

BBA - Finance  

 

DeVos Graduate School of Management  

MBA  

Previous Appointments CADL Board  
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Current Appointments CADL Board  

Please attach a resume if 

available 
Field not completed. 

First choice for board to 

serve on 
Police Commissioners 

Second choice of a board 

to serve on 
Board of Water and Light 

Third choice of a board to 

serve on 
Capital Area District Library Board (CADL) 

Fourth choice of a board 

to serve on 
Capital Region Airport Authority (CRAA) 

Please comment briefly 

on why you wish to serve 

on a particular board or 

commission. Please be 

specific as to your goals 

and ideas about how you 

wish to contribute to the 

work of the board or 

commission 

I wish to serve on the Board if Police Commissioners because 

being involved in the community takes a joint effort from local 

government, law enforcement, and the entire community at 

large. I hope to be a part of the relationship building process in 

which the Lansing community is proud of its Police Force; and 

in the same breath, the Police Department has a mutual 

respect for the citizens it is sworn to Protect and Serve.  

Qualifications and 

Eligibility – At this time, 

if you do not meet one or 

more of the qualifications 

or eligibility requirements 

listed at the top, please 

state here the requirement 

to be met and explain 

how you will be qualified 

or eligible before you 

would be sworn in to an 

appointed office 

Field not completed. 

Background Check 

Authorization 
I agree 

Please type your name in 

this box to signify that 

you can serve on a board 

DeYeya E. Jones 
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or commission and the 

information in this 

application is accurate to 

the best of your 

knowledge 

Date & Time 5/27/2020 8:30 AM 
 

  

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.  
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BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

WHEREAS, the Mayor has recommended the reappointment of DeYeya Jones as an At-
Large member of the Board of Police Commissioners for a term to expire June 30, 2028; 
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s office has confirmed with this resolution, that they have vetted 
the applicant based on the original application and believes that the applicant meets the 
qualifications as required by the City Charter; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Public Safety met on July 23, 2024 and took affirmative 
action.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council, hereby, confirms 
the reappointment of DeYeya Jones as an At-Large member of the Board of Police 
Commissioners for a term to expire June 30, 2028.
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The City of 

LANSING 
City Council 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
TO:  City Clerk 

 

FROM: Sherrie Boak, Council Office Manager 

   

DATE: July 18, 2024 

 

SUBJECT:    REFERRAL - Council Meeting Date 7/22/2024 

 

 

Council Member Kost has asked that the email and three attachments from Mr. David Ellis be included 

as a referral.   

 

Please place this on the Council agenda for referral on 7/22/2024. 
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From: David Ellis <davjefellis@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 2:19 PM
To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>; Lansing Mayor <Lansing.Mayor@lansingmi.gov>; 
Kilpatrick, Andrew <Andrew.Kilpatrick@lansingmi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Michigan Avenue Redesign

Hi all,

Yesterday I made my way down to see the nearly completed portions of Michigan Avenue (hi 
Mayor Schor!) and am lightheaded with anger at how seemingly not a single piece of input from 
cycling advocates from the past two years was taken into account.  I've attached an image of 
the project so far where you can see that the bike lane is just a widened sidewalk (img1). This is 
a flawed and unsafe design that has already been opposed by the Tri-County Bicycle 
Association.

A cyclist as far back from the road as a sidewalk is less visible to vehicles approaching 
intersections, leading to more crashes. Public Service acknowledged this in an open house 
meeting with the sentiment of "we hope they'll obey the law and yield". This was paired with the 
plan's "double stop line" ( attached img2) design that not only encourages, but tells drivers to 
stop their vehicles blocking the crosswalk/bike lane. This is the kind of design you make when 
you are trying to maximize conflict points.

The more obvious issue with cycling on a sidewalk is conflicts with pedestrians. I have been told 
there will be some delineation between the cycle track and sidewalk, but MSU's own similar bike 
and pedestrian paths have proven conflicts will still occur. If you'd like to see this for yourself, 
take a bike ride on the path between Beal and Farm next semester. This issue is only going to 
be exacerbated by the pedestrian space being effectively narrowed by separating it from the 
green space.

I've heard from Public Service the plan on completion of the project is to do traffic counts in 
order to potentially remove the second (already redundant) Westbound traffic lane in favor of 
on-street bike lanes for those dissatisfied with the sidewalk lanes. Building an inadequate and 
unsafe bike lane is not a solution to building an inadequate bike lane and unsafe. Do it 
right the first time. Do not do it wrong twice. That is dumb. That is really dumb. We are 
planning to dedicate 21 feet of ROW to get 0 feet of adequate bike facility.

Instead of dedicated that excess space to a second and redundant bike facility, it could be used 
for green space, or a bus only lane for the high frequency CATA Route 1. I've attached an 
image I had made before just showcasing how I feel the space could have been better used 
(img3)

So please actually be willing to listen to input and make changes to a plan before it's cast in 
concrete. I have a strong feeling we've already seen the final product back when the plan was 
first revealed, but please for once let Lansing actually be able to make a good change in road 
design.

David Ellis
Downtown Resident
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Property Address

Enforcemen

t History

Demo Board 

Hearing 

Date

Demo Board 

Status

Show Cause     

Hrg-Council

Committee 

MSD Date

City Council 

MSD Date

Demo 

Award Date

Demo 

Permit 

Issued Permits Pulled - Expire Date

3417 Stabler

Unsafe - 

06/2019

Case D2022-

008     

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 06/24; Elec 06/24; Mech 06/24; Plum COMP 04/24; Insp Srvc COMP-Partially Apvd

204 E Cavanaugh

Unsafe - 

06/2022 5/25/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 09/24; Elec exp.4/24; Insp Plmb, Rough, Frame APRV; Final Scheduled

204 E Potter

Unsafe -

11/2017 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 09/24; Mech 09/24; Insp Frame - Disapproved

1723 Osband

Safety Not 

Complied - 

02/2023 9/28/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 08/24; Elec 08/24; Insp Elec Partially Apvd

1232 N Washington

Unsafe - 

05/2023 7/27/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 06/24; Elec 09/24; Plmb 09/24; Insp Final APRV

4623 Hughes Rd

Unsafe - 

11/2020 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 09/03/20 Expired; Mech 10/15/15 Final (Owner selling property 02/22/24)

1212 Park View

Unsafe - 

06/2020 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024

Bldg Invcd; Mech Suspended (fee); Plmb 08/24; Insp APRV Rough Mech, Footing, 

Undergroung, Final

500 N Butler

Safety - 

06/2023 

(Send 

Letter) 7/27/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 No work, owner aprvd for zoning multi-unit waiting on more funding, will know by June

4918 Eastlawn Dr

Unsafe - 

07/2022 6/22/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 7/24; APRV Elec/Mech rough, bldg frame, instalation (PART APRV) & drywall APRV

1023 Porter St

Unsafe - 

07/2017 4/27/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 8/24; Elec 10/24; per EDP Insp framing-partial apvd

108 S MLK Blvd

Safety Ltr-

06/2018

Case D2018-

009

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg issued 01/2024 (Historic Darius Moon house)

219 E Hazel

Unsafe - 

09/2021 5/25/2023

Tabled- 

6/27/2024

Bldg Res issued, Elec/Plmb Expired; Ins Service/Other APVD; Frame not ready; Progress 

Disapprpoved, Rough APVD

5625 Kaynorth

Unsafe - 

03/2009 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024

No open permits - Per Demo Board listed owner mtg w/BSO & presented Demo Bd 

w/pics, looks complete

1044 Ontario

Safety Ltr-

03/27/24 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Demo Bd requested permits pulled by May meeting.

3134 Viking Rd

Unsafe - 

05/2021

Case D2022-

010

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg Res 11/16/24; Elec Cancelled; Mech 11/16/24

2407 Dunlap St

Unsafe - 

09/2021 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 Bldg 07/24; Bldg Res, Mech & Plmb 08/24

1300 W Maple

Unsafe - 

11/2005 1/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/2024 No Permits pulled, per Demo Bd has bids for Elec

122 S Grand

Dangerous 

Bldg 

10/19/16 4/25/2024

Tabled- 

7/25/24 No permits pulled as of 5/22/24; no permits as of 6/11

1612 Martin

Unsafe - 

08/2023 4/25/2024

Tabled 

7/25/24 No permits pulled as of 5/22/24

1616 S Cedar St

Unsafe - 

11/28/2011 4/25/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/24 No permits pulled as of 5/22/24; no permits as of 6/11

431 S Francis

Demo Bd 

5/23/24 5/23/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/24 No permits as of 6/11

642 Samantha

Demo Bd 

5/23/24 5/23/2024

Tabled- 

6/27/24 No permits as of 6/11

1342 N Walnut

Demo Bd 

5/23/24 5/23/2024 8/12/2024 8/13/2024 8/26/2024

Last heard 5/23 - no change

Heard 4/25

Heard 5/23

Heard 5/23

Last heard 3/28 - two permits 

issued
Last heard 3/28 - owner has all 

permits in place
Last heard 5/23 - owner cleaned 

out home and has bids

Heard 4/25

Heard 4/25

1Contractor shall have thirty (30) days after the release of the purchase order issued by the City of Lansing, to complete the demolition of the structure(s) and establish a safe site.  Completion date of this contract shall be 

thirty (30) days from the date of the Purchase Order.

2The successful bidder shall verify and demonstrate that all utilities have been properly terminated and/or disconnected prior to commencement of demolition activities.  Any and all costs associated with utility 

disconnections shall be included within the bid.  If the successful bidder has difficulty getting utility releases from either Board of Water & Light or Consumers Energy that would prevent them from completing the scope of 

Comments from MSD Board

Last heard 3/28 - Owner almost 

finished w/project per board
Last heard 5/23 - Drywall up in 

few wks, kitchen cabinets 
Last heard 5/23 - Drywall up in 

few wks, kitchen cabinets 

Last heard 3/28 - permits in place 

w/inspections
Last heard 5/23 - permits issued, 

insp. Completed
Last heard 4/25 - current owner 

selling property
Last heard 4/25 - permits issued, 

rough insp passed, moving along

Last heard 3/28 - City Life stated 

apvd for zoning multi-unit, 

attempting more funding will 

know by June, or sell

Last heard 5/23 - drywall aprvd
Last heard 4/25 - permits still 

active, working being done
Last hear 4/25 - owner sub'd 

plans to BSO for lower level 

single-family
Last heard 5/23 - owner pulled 

permits
Last heard 3/28 - No change                  

Didn't show at 5/23 mtg tabled 
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