
CITY OF LANSING - BOARD OF ETHICS 
REGULAR MEETING 

April 09, 2024, 5:30 P.M. 
Reo  Elections Office 
1221 Reo Rd Lansing 

AGENDA   

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL  

□ Janielle Houston, Chairperson □ R Cole Bouck
□ Jim DeLine, Vice Chairperson □ Keith Kris
□ Jim Cavanagh
□ Rachelle Franklin 

□ John Folkers
□ Louise Alderson 

A Quorum is: □ Present □ Not Present

□ Others Present:

PUBLIC COMMENT (TIME LIMIT OF 5 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA □ As Submitted □ With Changes Noted

SECRETARY'S REPORT □ Approval of Minutes:

Resignation from Internal Auditor Jim DeLine 

NEW BUSINESS 

Affidavit of Disclosure  Jameel Jones, Lansing Police Department 

Statements of Financial Interests with no items disclosed. 

Boak, Sheryl  Office Manager City Council 
Carowitz, Dawn Office Manager, Mayor’s Office 
Jackson, P. Brian Chief Deputy City Clerk 
Kaschinske, Brett Director 
O'Leary, Elizabeth Director 
Venker, Gregory City Attorney 

Statements of Financial Interests with items disclosed: 

Brower, Jake  Chief Strategy Officer 
Hetke, Veronica Appointments 
Lawrence, Mark Executive Asst. to the Mayor 
Peffley, Richard Board of Water and Light Manager 
Schor, Andy  Mayor 
Thomas, Crystal Treasurer  
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CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
Pursuant to MCL 15.268(h) of the Open Meetings Act, I hereby move that the Board recess into 
closed session to consult with the City Attorney to consider material exempt from discussion or 
disclosure by state statute. Specifically, to discuss written legal opinions from the City Attorney 
provided under attorney-client privilege and attorney work-product, and which is also exempt from 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act pursuant to MCL 15.243(1) (g).  

 
For this session, the topic is Complaint 2023-004. 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT:   
 
TABLED ITEMS:  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
Statement of Financial Interests  Frank Lee HRCS Board 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in this meeting should contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at (517) 483-4131 (TTY 711). 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made 
to grant all reasonable accommodation request. 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
LANSING CITY BOARD OF ETHICS 

REGULAR MEETING 
March 20, 2024 5:30 PM 

 
Meeting Room 

Reo Elections Office  
1221 Reo Rd Lansing  

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    
 

Janielle Houston, Chairperson 
Jim DeLine, Vice-Chairperson 
John Folkers 
Jim Cavanagh 
R Cole Bouck 
Keith Kris 
Rachelle Franklin 
Louise Alderson 
 

ABSENT:       
  
A QUORUM WAS PRESENT 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Chris Swope, City Clerk 
  Zachary Lemaster, City Clerk’s Staff 
  Matt Staples, Assistant City Attorney  
       
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 

There was no public comment. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Jim DeLine to approve the agenda as submitted.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:   
 
Approval of Minutes  
 

Moved by Member Cavanagh to approve the Minutes of February 13, 
2024 with edits.  
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MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Statement of Financial Interests Jennifer Czeiszperger City Assessor 

 
Moved by Member Bouck to place the Statement of Financial Interests on 
file, having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance or other issues to 
further debate or discuss at this time. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Affidavit of Disclosure Timothy Martin-Losacco Police Department 
 
Moved by Member Alderson to place Timothy Martin-Losacco Affidavit of 
Disclosure on file, having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance at this 
time. The Board's written response will include a reminder of their ongoing 
duty to submit a new Affidavit of Disclosure if any new and relevant 
information arises. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Affidavit of Disclosure Christie Chiles Police Department 
 
Moved by Member Alderson to place Jacklyn Dublin’s Affidavit of 
Disclosure on file, having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance or 
other issues to further debate or discuss at this time. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Affidavit of Disclosure Jeremy Rugenstein Police Department 
 
Moved by Member Cavanagh to place Jeremy Rugenstein Affidavit of 
Disclosure on file, having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance at this 
time. The Board's written response will include a reminder of their ongoing 
duty to submit a new Affidavit of Disclosure if any new and relevant 
information arises. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  
 

Moved by Member Houston that Pursuant to MCL 15.268(h) of the Open 
Meetings Act, I hereby move that the Board recess into closed session to 
consult with the City Attorney to consider material exempt from discussion 
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or disclosure by state statute. Specifically, to discuss written legal opinions 
from the City Attorney. provided under attorney-client privilege and 
attorney work-product, and which is also exempt from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act pursuant to MCL 15.243(1) (g).  

 
For this session, the topic is 

Complaint 2023-003 and 2023-004 
 

Roll Call Vote  
Ayes: Members Houston, DeLine, Cavanagh, Franklin, Bouck, Kris,   

_Folkers, Alderson 
 

 Nays: None 
  
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
The board entered closed session at 5:49 PM 

 
The board resumed open session at 6:27 PM 
 
Moved by Member Bouck to accept complaint 2023-003.  
 
MOTION CARRIED 7-1 with Jim DeLine voting no.  
 
The board deliberated on the merit of complaint 2023-003. 
 

Moved by Member Alderson to not support the findings or conclusion of 
the report, that it was noted open to the public, the lack of training on 
confidentiality regarding BS&A..  

 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
The board discussed the motion on the table.  
 
Member Houston Moved to recuse herself from voting on complaint 2023-
004. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Moved by Member Keith to table Complaint 2023-004 to be addressed 
after Legal Council has responded. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT:  Member Houston thanked the board for their service. 
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TABLED ITEMS: None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 
 No action taken on Statement of Financial Interests for Frank Lee of the 
HRCS Board  
 
ADJOURNED 6:51 p.m. 
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Jackson, Brian

From: Jim DeLine <lansingsjimdeline@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 5, 2024 8:20 AM
To: Janielle Houston
Cc: Jackson, Brian; Garza, Jeremy
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Leaving the Board

Categories: important

Good morning, Janielle. 
 
Yesterday, I accepted an offer from the City of Lansing to serve as the Interim Internal Auditor. Because this makes me a 
City of Lansing employee, it is necessary for me to resign from the Board of Ethics effective with the board's acceptance 
of my resignation at its April 9 meeting. 
 
Please know that I have appreciated my time on the board. The position with the city is a temporary one and I have 
spoken to my 2nd ward councilmember, Council President Jeremy Garza, that, if the board position is still available after 
my employment ends, I will be considered to rejoin the board. I hope that works out. 
 
Thank you for all you do. 
 
Yours, 
Jim DeLine 
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From: Frank Lee <classicgrocers@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 9:21 AM
To: Jackson, Brian
Cc: Swope, Chris; Freeman, Renee; Vitale, Thomas-Anthony
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Frank Lee Statement of Interests- question about Part I & Part V

Good morning Brian- 

Yes. This is the case for both part 1 and part 5. 

Let me know if you have any further questions. 

Thanks  

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 26, 2024, at 7:42 AM, Jackson, Brian <Brian.Jackson@lansingmi.gov> wrote: 

Mr. Lee, 

Thank you for the resubmission.  In reviewing your attached statement, I believe that the Board will ask 
about your response to Part I and Part V.  In attempt to have this avoid any additional follow questions, I 
want to confirm that both Part I and Part V is correct. 

In your submitted statement: 

You are part of NO ORGANIZATION in which income was derived over $2,500 in the past 12 months 
according to Part I.  

You list as co-founder of the Samani Company in Part V. 

It is correct for the Board to assume that you made less than  $2,500 in the past 12 months from the 
Samani Company or is there an error in Part I?  

Please advise. Have a good day. 

Brian P. Jackson,  MiPMC 
pronouns: He/Him/His  
Chief Deputy City Clerk  
Lansing City Clerk’s Office 

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC 
Lansing City Clerk 
City Hall/Main Office | 124 W. Michigan Ave. | 9th Floor | Lansing MI  48933 
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Reo Elections Office/Marijuana Licensing | 1221 Reo Rd. | Lansing MI  48910 
Main: (517) 483-4131  
Direct(517)483-4135  | Mobile: (517)614-6061      
brian.jackson@lansingmi.gov 
Website | Facebook | Twitter |  
  
     
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the sender that may be CONFIDENTIAL, LEGALLY PRIVILEGED, 
PROPRIETARY or otherwise protected from disclosure. This email is intended for use only by the person or entity to whom it is 
addressed.  If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure, copying, distribution, printing, or any action taken in 
reliance on the contents of this email, is strictly prohibited.  If you received this email in error, please contact the sending party 
by replying in an email to the sender, delete the email from your computer system and shred any paper copies of the email you 
printed. 
  
  
  
<Lee Frank HRCS Board Revised Statement.pdf> 
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