AGENDA

Committee on Equity, Diversity & Inclusion
AGENDA FOR FEBRUARY 6, 2024 AT 4:00 PM

Lansing City Hall, City
124 W. Michigan Avenue, Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers
To provide input or ask questions on any item that is listed on the agenda,
members of the public may contact the City Council at city.council@lansingmi.gov or (517) 483-4177 prior to the meeting.
https://video.ibm.com/channel/gov-tv-city-of-lansing-s-city-tv-station

Council Member Jackson, Chairperson
Council Member Pehlivanoglu, Vice Chairperson
Council Member Carter, Member

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Minutes
A. November 15, 2023 - PLACE ON FILE
4. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes)
5. Discussion/Action:
B. RESOLUTION - Call for Lasting Cease Fire
6. Other
7. Adjourn
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings should contact the City

Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TTY 711) 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt
will be made to grant all reasonable accommodation requests.
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- Minutes
Committee on Equity, Diversity & Inclusion
Wednesday, November 15, 2023 @ 3:30 p.m.
City Council Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER
Council Member Garza called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.

PRESENT

Council Member Garza, Chair

Council Member Spitzley, Vice-Chair
Council Member Brown, Member- absent

OTHERS PRESENT

Sherrie Boak, Council Office Manager
Lisa Hagen-Lawrence, OCA

Kim Coleman, HRCS

Ashely Green, Advocacy Group
Teresa , consultant with

MINUTES
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER SPTIZLEY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM
SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED 2-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment at this time.

PRESENTATION

Update from Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Advisory Board

Ms. Coleman introduced Ms. Green, and at the last reporting they were preparing for facilitating
the group.

Council Member Garza asked if the DEI Manager position was filled, and Ms. Coleman stated
they did have potential but did have to repost it.

Ms. Green explained their first step was going through what the roles were of the members,
then did a team building day and spoke on diversity, equity and inclusion so they was an
understanding of what their structure was going to be. They then went through meeting
decorum, open meetings, elections of chairperson, secretary, etc. and then went into reviewing
the racial equity plan. After that they helped them create sub committees focusing on what that
theme is, and they will start working on those themes to address the recommendations that
have already been put in place int eh plan. They are being asked to meet prior to the monthly
board meetings, and will report out for the first time in December. In addition to this training
they also worked with them on a communication plan.
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DRAFT

Council Member Spitzley asked what the themes were. Ms. Green listed:

o Justice and Safety

e Economic Development- Resources, Sustainability

e Community Sustainability
These were already developed in the plan, but this board is in place to encourage residents
have a place.
Council Member Spitzley asked what the connect is with the Board and the buy in from the
Administration. Ms. Green they will propose recommendations and then the Administration
determines what recommendations they want to act on.

Council Member Garza asked if the meetings are open to the public, and Ms. Green confirmd.
He then asked about recommendations, and Ms. Green stated they are part of the plan on the
website.

Council Member Spitzley asked where they meet, and Ms. Coleman confirmed it is City Hall and
they do follow the open meetings act.

Council Member Garza invited them to a meeting in January after they have held their
December meeting.

Ms. Green acknowledged that they are working with the Board on a communications plan so
they can communicate and provide information to the residents and administration.

Council Member Spitzley asked if they are working on internal or external, and Ms. Green stated
there is an internal Equity Core team. Ms. Coleman stated they hold monthly training with
department directors. Ms. Green she works internally and with the Board, and the Board is
working externally.

Ms. Coleman invited the council to the future diversity meeting in June, and the MLK event will
be back in person in January.

DISCUSSION

RESOLUTION- Reappointment; Raquel Sparkman; 3¢ Ward Member; DE| Advisory Board:;
Term to Expire 6/30/2027

Council Member Garza noted this is a reappointment.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER SPITZLEY TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO
REAPPOINT RAQUEL SPARKMAN TO THE DEI ADVISORY BOARD. MOTION CARRIED 2-
0.

Other
No other topics.

Adjourn
Adjourned at 3:14 p.m.

Submitted, Sherrie Boak
Recording Secretary, Lansing City Council
Approved by the Committee on
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Draft 2

BY THE COMMITTEE ON EQUITY DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A CEASEFIRE TO PRESERVE LIFE

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing stands committed to the notion that all human life is
precious in all communities and nations of the world regardless of national, ethnic,
political, or religious affiliations; and

WHEREAS, the recent and ongoing armed violence has resulted in the tragic loss of life
of thousands of Palestinians and Israeli; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing recognizes itself as a globally connected community,
enriched by a racially, ethnically, and culturally diverse community that continually
stands on the side of human rights, peace, and justice and has historically welcomed
those fleeing violence and war; and

WHEREAS, Islamophobia, antisemitism, anti-Palestinian and anti-Israeli bigotry have
risen considerably across the U.S. and the world, with direct impacts on our culturally
diverse community in Lansing; and

WHEREAS, Critical infrastructure throughout Gaza, including mosques, churches,
hospitals, ambulances and historical cultural heritage sites were bombed; and

WHEREAS, Gaza has been effectively cut off from basic life necessities and most
Palestinians have been displaced, resulting in mass starvation and ongoing crisis; and

WHEREAS, the U.S Government holds great diplomatic power that could save
Palestinian and Israeli lives and the City of Lansing urges officials to prioritize the
preservation of life.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Lansing, that
the capital city of Lansing, Michigan joins the calls from the growing number of cities
across the World, for an immediate and lasting ceasefire in Gaza and Israel, and the
safe return of all innocent hostages and detainees.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Lansing condemns all forms of
discrimination, including Islamophobia, antisemitism, and anti-Palestinian and anti-
Israeli bigotry.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon passage a copy of this Resolution be sent to
the Office of U.S. President, the Office of the U.S. Representatives and Senators.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the City of Lansing expresses its immense sorrow
over the loss of innocent lives and the suffering endured by civilians in Gaza, Israel, and
the broader region and extends deepest sympathies to Lansing and Michigan residents
who have been directly impacted by the ongoing violence in any way, including the loss
of loved ones.
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January 30, 2024

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, Ml
48933

Dear Council Member,

I’m the Political Director of Democratic Majority for Israel (DMFI), an
organization of Democratic Party leaders from across the country, with
over 100,000 supporters dedicated to advancing the values of the
Democratic Party — important among them our pro-Israel position.

I am writing to you today with concern about the misguided ceasefire
resolution currently that may come before the Lansing City Council.

On October 7th Hamas terrorists attacked Israeli communities resulted in
1,200 deaths and included raping, burning, mutilating and executing
women and children.

As you are aware, there was a ceasefire on October 7", which Hamas
broke in the single deadliest day for the Jewish people since the
Holocaust. Right now, more than 100 hostages remain held by Hamas in
Gaza, including Americans.

Hamas could surrender, return the hostages, and end this war at any
time, but refuses to do so.

This body calling for an immediate ceasefire does not bring us together,
rather it tears us apart, driving a wedge into the Democratic Party on the
precipice of a presidential election in which the very future of our
democracy is at stake. It is our hope that you will stand up for what is
right and decline to bring this resolution before the council, and vote
against it if another member brings it before the council.

We are committed to a permanent peace and a two-state solution, but the
council passing a ceasefire resolution does nothing to advance peace
between Israelis and Palestinians, nor does it recognize the reality of the
situation on the ground.

We support a ceasefire after Hamas has been disarmed and dismantled
and after hostages have been released. But a permanent ceasefire now
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leaves Hamas in control of Gaza, in control of their weapons and in
control of the hostages—which is why the Biden-Harris Administration
opposes the idea. Indeed, the U.S. just vetoed a UN resolution calling for
such a ceasefire.

Hamas leadership has promised to execute attacks like October 7™ over
and over again. A permanent ceasefire now gives them the opportunity
to keep that promise, attacking again at a time of their choosing.

Again, we would be most grateful for your support of Biden
Administration policy and your opposition to resolution calling for a
permanent ceasefire now.

Joel Wanger

Political Director
Democratic Majority for Israel
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From: annettel8w@gmail.com <annette1l8w@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 11:55 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@l|ansingmi.gov>

Cc: annettel8w@gmail.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reject the Gaza Cease-Fire Resolution of 01/24/2024

Reject the Gaza Cease-Fire Resolution of 01/24/2024
What happened to the | in DEI? Where is the truthful Inclusion?

It has been replaced by Exclusion. The Committee has excluded any mention of Hamas, the brutal
source of Gaza’s terrible situation.

If the Resolution were actually Inclusive about detailing the plight of Gazans, it would be obliged to
report the following:

Hamas, the sole occupier and governing body of Gaza since 2007, is designated by the U.S. State
Department as a terrorist organization

The Hamas Charter rejects Israel’s right to exist and rejects peaceful solutions

Hamas has fired upward of 20.000 rockets into Southern Israel and has violated four cease fire
agreements after Israel retaliated in self-defense

Hamas received massive international financial and material aid to better the lives of Gazans but
instead diverted it to building miles of underground tunnels, stockpiling weapons, and placing
rocket launchers in or near hospitals, mosques, schools and homes

Hamas, on October 7', 2023, unleashed a massacre of approximately 1,200 Israeli civilians
celebrating the end of the Festival of Succoth

Hamas’ savage brutality in raping, beheading, incinerating families, murdering indiscriminately,
including a pregnant woman and her fetus, capturing hostages of all ages, and leveling entire
agricultural communities, was described by President Biden as, “Pure, unadulterated evil.”

Hamas’ stated military goal of eliminating Israel and then mounting a genocidal act of war against
it on October 7", makes Hamas solely responsible for the terrible misery it has brought on Gazans
in the wake of Israel’s defensive retaliation to eliminate Hamas as an existential threat

The Resolution proposed by Lansing’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee has excluded any
mention of Hamas’s terrorist agenda. Instead, the Resolution names Israel, as if it had woken up on
October 7" and invaded Gaza.

This Resolution should be rejected by the Lansing City Council.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this issue.

Annette Weinshank, East Lansing
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Special Session for Palestinian Ceasefire Resolution

From: Nic Gareiss <nic.gareiss@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, January 27, 2024 8:34 PM

To: Carter, Tamera <Tamera.Carter@lansingmi.gov>; Pehlivanoglu, Trini <Trini.Pehlivanoglu@lansingmi.gov>;
briantjackson@Iansingmi.gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Special Session for Palestinian Ceasefire Resolution

Dear Council Members Tamara Carter, Trini Pehlivanoglu, and Brian T. Jackson,

| am a constituent of yours writing to say thank you for your consideration of and revisions to the community-authored
ceasefire resolution for Palestine at last week's EDI committee meeting. | understand that if the resolution is discussed
at your next meeting Feb. 28 that it won't make it onto the agenda for a City Council meeting until March. | would like to
humbly urge you to consider holding a special session to approve the resolution and ensure its place on the agenda for
the Feb. 12 City Council meeting. We cannot afford to lose any more time - and any more lives, in Palestine.

This is incredibly important for the Palestinian, Arab American, and Muslim American members of our community, many
of whom have family or loved ones in Palestine. A multitude of other cities (including Atlanta, San Francisco, Providence,
Ann Arbor, Detroit, Dearborn, and Dearborn Heights) have adopted resolutions to call for a ceasefire, it feels paramount
that we adopt the community-drafted resolution to send a message to both state and federal legislators that we care
about protecting the lives of innocent Palestinian people. As one of your constituents, | am imploring you to sponsor the
resolution, and to add Lansing’s name to the list of cities who stand in solidarity with Palestinian civilians who are under
attack.

Thank you for your consideration, and for doing all you can to put forward this ceasefire resolution.

Kind regards,

Nicholas Gareiss (he/they)
306 S. Holmes St.

Lansing, Ml

48912
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution

From: Purani Raj <puranimuru@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 8:56 PM

To: Pehlivanoglu, Trini <Trini.Pehlivanoglu@lansingmi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution

Dear EDI Committee Member Pehlivanoglu,

My name is Purani Murukathas and I’'m reaching out to call for you to hold a special session to pass the modified
ceasefire resolution and place it on the February 12thCity Council agenda. Every day, Palestinians are being slaughtered
by the genocidal acts of violence being carried out by the Israeli occupation. The US is enabling this genocide through
sending weapons and funding to the Israeli occupation while pulling funding from UNRWA, the primary source of
humanitarian aid for Palestinians. This support needs to end now. It is imperative that action is taken urgently in order
to ensure a stop to the atrocities taking place right now. If the EDI waits until February 28 to pass the bill, thousands
more innocent civilians, including men, women, children, and the elderly, will have died from the ongoing genocide. This
loss of life is simply unacceptable and something we can’t afford. This resolution should be held at high priority right
now. Please take immediate action to get the ceasefire resolution passed and on the city council agenda as soon as
possible.

Sincerely,
Purani Murukathas
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] ceasefire resolution

From: Shannon S <sszampetti@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, January 28, 2024 12:41 AM

To: Pehlivanoglu, Trini <Trini.Pehlivanoglu@lansingmi.gov>; Carter, Tamera <Tamera.Carter@lansingmi.gov>; Jackson,
Brian T. <BrianT.Jackson@Iansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] ceasefire resolution

Hello,

Please hold a special session to pass the ceasefire resolution and place it on the February 12th council agenda. Do not
wait until your regularly scheduled meeting to get this done. Wayne County and Ann Arbor passed ceasefire resolutions
weeks ago. Lansing must do this too.

It is very important to send a message to Elissa Slotkin, Gary Peters, and Debbie Stabenow that their constituents do not
support the genocide happening now in Gaza! It is also very important to show support to our Palestinian brothers and
sisters in the community.

Shannon Smith

1911 N Hayford Ave
Lansing M1 48912
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Tuesday, January 30, 2024
To:
Councilmember Brian Jackson,
Councilmember Trini Pehlivangolu, and
Councilmember Tamera Carter

Good morning to all of you.

Thank you for hosting us at the last Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee meeting on
Wednesday, January 24, 2024. And thank you Councilmember Brian Jackson for patiently
listening to all of our views.

As you may be aware, several cities across Michigan have passed the ceasefire resolution and it
is extremely sad to see that Lansing is not among them. Here is list of the cities and counties in
Michigan that | am aware of:

Ann Arbor Flint Wayne County
Canton Hamtramck And even the Ann
Dearborn Kalamazoo Arbor School
Dearborn Heights Ypsilanti District

Detroit Washtenaw County

They join several other cities across the U.S. including big and notable cities like Atlanta;
Seattle; Albany, N.Y.; Akron, Ohio;, Providence, R.l., Minneapolis; and Oakland, San Francisco,
California, that have passed similar resolutions.

We are determined to keep pressing on our demands for a ceasefire resolution as it is very
disheartening to see the enormous number of lives being lost in Gaza. No matter what
obstacles we face or failures we are dealt with, and no matter how long it takes, we intend to
keep demanding a ceasefire as that is the only humane thing to do at this juncture in the face of
crimes against humanity rising to the scale of plausible genocide as determined by the ICJ on
Friday, January 26, 2023.

Our local efforts to demand a ceasefire and to stop the U.S. from funding Israel’s crimes against
humanity in Gaza will increasingly be intensified in the absence of a consideration of local
leadership as well as the abject failure of the Biden Administration to heed to the sentiment of
the citizens they are supposed to represent and their vetoing of the U.N. resolutions that were
passed with wide support from most of the countries around the world.

We trust your commitment to the sanctity of life will guide your decision and rise above any
coercive influences. If you want a simpler resolution I'd like to refer you to the one the city of
Ann Arbor passed. We hope you will not let this resolution wait for another month but find a
way to work on a resolution soon, agree upon it and bring it up for discussion in the next City
Council meeting on February 12, 2024.
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While | do not live in the City of Lansing, as a community organizer, | work closely with several
Lansing residents with the goal of uplifting the Greater Lansing communities and the region as a
whole. | also serve on City of East Lansing’s Human Rights Commission. | do a lot of civic
advocacy work and you can check with Mayor Schor on my involvement and work, as well as,
City Clerk Chris Swope on my efforts to bring voters to the polls and to register them ahead of
the polls.

The other signatory on this letter is Dr. Hisham Qandeel, who is of Palestinian heritage. Dr.
Qandeel is the Medical Director of Cardiothoracic Surgery at Sparrow Hospital and a Clinical
Assistant Professor at Michigan State University.

Should you need clarification on our views and have any questions, we are happy to make
ourselves available to you over phone, email or in-person.

Thank you,

Sincerely

Thasin Sardar Dr. Hisjam Qandeel
517.944.5056 507.319.6671
thasin@gmail.com Dr_HishamQandeel@yahoo.com
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] On the Committee on EDI Ceasefire Resolution Draft

From: Anna Martinez-Hume <annamartinezhume@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2024 1:28 PM

To: Pehlivanoglu, Trini <Trini.Pehlivanoglu@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] On the Committee on EDI Ceasefire Resolution Draft

Council Member Pehlivanoglu,

Last week there was no quorum during the Committee on EDI meeting, yet Council Member Jackson still met with
residents concerning the Ceasefire Resolution the committee drafted. Jackson was the first council member to engage in
a meaningful way with residents on the violence in Palestine and Israel. | think it meant a lot to everyone that the
members of this committee have largely been receptive to our community's voices concerning this issue. If you watched
the recording of the discussion, | think you'd agree that the conference room that day was a snapshot of the incredible
cultural and social diversity of Lansing--including community activists, professionals, multiple religious leaders, students,
academics, and peoples of all ages and races/ethnicities--all coming together on this issue. While there was some
discussion about the language in the resolution, what was clear was that everyone in that room was still in agreement
that Lansing should pass a ceasefire resolution.

| am writing to urge you, and Council members Jackson and Carter, to consider holding a special meeting of the
committee to discuss and pass the modified ceasefire resolution and to place it on the agenda for the next City Council
meeting on 2/12. Like others, | have no issues with the resolution as modified if it were to pass today. | feel that the
community shared sufficient and careful feedback such that any revisions could be made quickly. | can't imagine there is
a need to wait further until the end of February to revise and discuss it. | encourage the Committee on EDI to act on this
resolution as soon as possible.

The pressure to pass a ceasefire resolution only mounts as humanitarian aid in Gaza is set to expire at the end of
February and the death toll surpasses 27,000 people. Moreover, increasingly more Michigan cities are seeing an influx of
residents advocating for a ceasefire resolution at the City Council level, and, just yesterday Chicago was one of the
largest and most diverse cities in the US to pass one. Here in Lansing, the community petition calling on our City Council
to pass a ceasefire resolution has now reached 854 signatures and counting (see the petition

here: https://chng.it/mTzyWLPdF5 ). | encourage you to read the comments, and to also reflect deeply on all the

emails, calls, and public comments City Council has received over the last several months. This truly matters to this
community. Let's move forward.

With peace,
Anna Martinez-Hume
(Lansing resident, Ward 2)

Anna Martinez-Hume, PhD
Research Associate
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Center for Healthy Communities

Michigan Public Health Institute
amartine(@mphi.org

2342 Woodlake Drive

Okemos, M1 48864

www.mphi.org

MPHI occupies ancestral lands of the Anishinaabeg

Page 40 of 53



Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] URGENT - Ceasefire Resolution; February 12th Council Agenda

From: JSTS <chawncurry@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, January 27, 2024 8:31 PM

To: Carter, Tamera <Tamera.Carter@lansingmi.gov>; Pehlivanoglu, Trini <Trini.Pehlivanoglu@Ilansingmi.gov>; Jackson,
Brian T. <BrianT.Jackson@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] URGENT - Ceasefire Resolution; February 12th Council Agenda

We can not wait until March 11 to pressure for a ceasefire. Each day we do not act more and more Palestinians have
their lives stolen by Israel. The Council Committee on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion MUST hold a special session to pass
the ceasefire resolution during the February 12th meeting. Time is precious.
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution

From: Laurence W <williamsljl11@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 9:00 AM

To: Pehlivanoglu, Trini <Trini.Pehlivanoglu@lansingmi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution

Hello!

| urge you to pass the City Council Committee on Equity Diversity and Inclusion Ceasefire Resolution and place it on the
February 12th city council agenda. Join other councils, governments, organizations, etc. on the right side of history by

doing what is right for humanity and your constituents.

Thank you!
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Immediate Action Needed: Passing of Ceasefire Resolution

From: Chelsea Lloyd <clloyd74 @ymail.com>

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 3:02 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Immediate Action Needed: Passing of Ceasefire Resolution

I am writing to you as a concerned constituent who lives, works and pays taxes in the city of Lansing. With the recent ruling from the
International Court of Justice for actions to be immediately taken to reduce the acts of genocide, the need for an end to our part in
funding and backing Israel grows more pressing as Gazan infrastructure continues to crumble and aid is still wrongfully withheld
from Palestinians. | urge you all to advocate for & support the modified ceasefire resolution that will be discussed in tomorrow's EDI
meeting. The safety and well-being of millions, including children, are at critical risk.

This communication is an urgent call for Lansing to play a proactive and meaningful role in taking the steps to staunch the growing
numbers of killed Palestinians. By following the lead of other cities in the state like Detroit, Dearborn & Ypsilanti; we would be
setting an incredible show of solidarity with many of our Arab, and specifically Palestinian, citizens who are directly impacted by not
only the ongoing genocide, but also the xenophobic & Islamophobic rhetoric that has multiplied in this country as well.

My vote in upcoming elections will depend on your stance and actions on this vital issue. Your support for the ceasefire resolution,
and an end to the occupation, is imperative.

Additionally, | urge you to consider the global call for a permanent ceasefire, as evidenced by these open letters signed by
individuals and organizations worldwide:

- Plan International Open Letter for a Ceasefire, signed by 500 orgs and representatives from 60 countries%2@-€https://plan-
international.org/news/2023/10/20/open-call-for-ceasefire-in-gaza/

- An Open Letter from Congressional Staff%2@@DocumentCloud

- Philanthropy Open Letter for Humanity and Justice%2 €@ Funders for a Ceasefire Now: Philanthropy Open Letter for Humanity and
Justice

- An Open Letter From 750 North American Rabbis and Cantors Responding to the Crisis in Israel and Gaza%2€€An Open Letter
From 750 North American Rabbis and Cantors Responding to the Crisis in Israel and Gaza | T'ruah

- Artists 4 Ceasefire:%2 € €Artists4Ceasefire

Your actions in tomorrow's meeting are crucial in determining if the people of Palestine will be able to live in a near future where
they do not constantly spend ever awaiting an impending bloody death; at this point in this current episode of ethnic cleansing, the
Israeli-imposed violence must end, and we cannot continue to be silent in the face of this. | implore you to use your position to
advocate for a lasting peace, including a permanent ceasefire and an end to the siege on Gaza.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. | look forward to your response and to witnessing your decisive actions in
support of a lasting peace in Gaza.

Chelsea L.

Funders for a Ceasefire Now: Philanthropy Open
Letter for Humanity and J...

Ml it @ stlyes



Richmond, Renee

== =
To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Call for Ceasefire Resolution Today

From: Debbie Carlos <debbie.carlos@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 11:24 AM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Call for Ceasefire Resolution Today

Good morning,
| was glad to hear that an EDI committee meeting was scheduled for today, quicker than we all expected.

| urge the committee to accept the community drafted resolution and call for a permanent ceasefire in Gaza today, as a
show of solidarity not only to those in Palestine suffering at the hands of Israel, but also in solidarity with our brothers
and sisters in Dearborn.

As you probably know, the Wall Street Journal published an inflammatory opinion piece calling Dearborn 'America's
jihad capital'. Now there is increased law enforcement presence throughout the city due to the rise in violent
islamaphobic rhetoric online as a direct result of the article. We are both cities with great immigrant populations. What
are you saying to our residents by remaining silent? How do they feel safe, heard, seen in a city that seemingly doesn’t
care. Multiple cities in our state have called for a ceasefire and we want Lansing to join them or are we a backwards
city?

To be quite frank, it is bewildering and very upsetting that we have to fight so hard to make our elected officials say that
the mass murder, maiming & intentional starvation of innocent civilians with impunity for the past 4 months is wrong.
Multiple international organizations and professionals in the field have already said so long ago. The recent ICJ ruling has
even determined that it is plausible that Israel is committing genocide of the people of Gaza.

I thank you for holding this meeting today and for reading this message. Call for ceasefire today.

Debbie
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Lansing Ceasefire Resolution

From: Nic Gareiss <nic.gareiss@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 11:58 AM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Lansing Ceasefire Resolution

Dear Council Members,

I am a constituent of yours writing to say thank you for your consideration of the community-authored Israel-Palestine
ceasefire resolution. My sincere gratitude to you all for holding a special session so that the ceasefire resolution may be
commented on. My hope is that you will approach tonight's meeting with open ears and decide to place the resolution
on the agenda for the Feb. 12 City Council meeting. We cannot afford to lose any more time - and any more lives, in
Palestine.

I understand that certain organizations have contacted you to request you prolong adopting a ceasefire resolution, citing
the tragic loss of life of 1,200 Israelis killed on October 7th. While | agree that any loss of Jewish life is egregious, in
Palestine, over 27,585 people have been killed and 66,978 people wounded since Israel began its brutal campaign. The
Israel Defense Force has destroyed hospitals, targeted women, children, and wounded civilians. | urge you to evaluate
whose life counts when it comes to showing solidarity and adopting a ceasefire resolution. Please consider the ways that
you can help prevent unnecessary violence and devastating loss of life in Palestine by adopting this ceasefire resolution.

This is incredibly important for the Palestinian, Arab American, and Muslim members of our community, many of whom
have family or loved ones in the Middle East. The recent press defaming cities in our state has only added to the
Islamophobia and anti-Arab vitriol which is already rampant and endangering the lives and dignity of Michigianders. A
multitude of other cities (including Atlanta, San Francisco, Providence, Ann Arbor, Detroit, Dearborn, and Dearborn
Heights) have adopted resolutions to call for a ceasefire. It feels paramount that we adopt the community-drafted
resolution to send a message to both state and federal legislators that we care about protecting the lives of

innocent Palestinian people AND about our Arab American, and Muslim members of our community here in the USA.

As one of your constituents, | am imploring you to sponsor the resolution and to add Lansing’s name to the list
of cities who stand in solidarity with Palestinian civilians who are under attack.

Thank you for your consideration, and for doing all you can to put forward this ceasefire resolution.

Kind regards,

Nicholas Gareiss (he/they)
306 S. Holmes St.

Lansing, Ml

48912

nic gareiss

he - they

dancer - musician - dance researcher
WWW.nicgareiss.com

NPR's "Best Roots Music of 2022" list
Dance Magazine's "25 to Watch"
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution

From: Mick Teti-Beaudin <teti.beaudin@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 10:47 AM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution

[ am writing to urge the DEI committee and council as a whole to pass the community-drafted resolution for a ceasefire
in Palestine. This is a chance to be the voice for the community who elected you and stand on the right side of history.

It may not feel like this is a city council issue, but it absolutely is. When the state and federal government continue to
ignore the majority of people who want this genocide to end, local government must amplify our calls and advocate for

us.
Thank you,

Mick Teti-Beaudin
48915
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: EDI Committee Meeting 2/6

From: Choi, Allie <choialll@msu.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 12:52 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] EDI Committee Meeting 2/6

To whom it may concern,

I am emailing to urge Council Members Jackson, Pehlivanoglu, and Carter to pass the resolution for lasting ceasefire in
Gaza and bring forward this resolution to the city council agenda next week(2/12).

Regards,

Allie Choi
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] PASS resolution for Call to Lasting Ceasefire

From: Dani Dillon <danidillonfilm@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 1:40 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] PASS resolution for Call to Lasting Ceasefire

Hello,

My name is Dani Dillon and | am a Lansing resident. | am reaching out to urge that the Lansing City Council Committee
PASS the ceasefire resolution today. It is absolutely imperative that our government - at any and all levels - take a stand
against the profound human rights violations that have been unconditionally funded and armed by the United States. A
ceasefire is utterly imperative for the survival of any hostages and all civilians on the ground. | have great hope that
these fundamental humanitarian values that [ have, and share with a great many of my fellow Lansing residents, will be
reflected and stood upon by the people who represent us.

Thank you for your time.

Dani Dillon
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Support of Ceasefire Resolution

From: Cassandra Baumann <cbhaumann437@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 2:08 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support of Ceasefire Resolution

Hello,

I'm a resident of Lansing and I'm writing in support of a ceasefire resolution and any measures that could be taken
towards ending the genocide against Palestinians.

Thank you,

Cassandra Baumann
586-563-4830
cbaumann437@gmail.com
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] EDI meeting today: Gaza ceasefire resolution

From: Heather Whitman <hwhitman14@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 2:09 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] EDI meeting today: Gaza ceasefire resolution

Hello to Council Members Jackson, Pehlivanoglu, and Carter,

I am emailing to urge you to pass the ceasefire resolution and place it on the 2-12 City Council agenda.

A permanent ceasefire in Gaza is vital. It is strange to me that anybody truly believes the murder of tens of thousands of
boxed-in civilians is a proportional response to the events of October 7. "Self-defense" is a tired justification that makes
no sense. The bombing of hospital after hospital, the bombing of schools, the killing of journalists, healthcare workers,
Red Crescent members, mothers, children. It's absolutely unhinged, inhumane, disgusting.

The world is in a sorry state if our imagination only allows us to see More and More Killing as a solution to anything.

Lansing should feel compelled to join these Michigan cities and counties in supporting a ceasefire: Ann Arbor, Canton,
Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, Detroit, Hamtramck, Kalamazoo, Washtenaw County, Wayne County, and Ypsilanti.

Why are we so late to be added to the list? As a city populated by individuals of all ethnicities, origins, backgrounds,
religions; as Michigan's capital city, we ought to do better for our people.

The bombardment of Gaza has already gone on too long. By adding to the voices calling for a ceasefire, Lansing will be
supporting its residents and will help tip the scales towards tangible action by the United States.

Thank you,

Heather Whitman
48912
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Comment on today's meeting

From: Levi LaBruzzy <levilabruzzy@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 12:36 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment on today's meeting

Hello,
I cannot attend the meeting today being held by the Lansing City Council Committee of EDI, but

I want to reach out and voice my support for the ceasefire resolution being passed. It would be
meaningful for this to be added to the 2/12 city council agenda.

Thank you,

Levi LaBruzzy
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Please Pass the Ceasefire Resolution

----- Original Message-----

From: Grace Rau <grau331@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 11:02 AM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Pass the Ceasefire Resolution

Good morning,

My name is Grace Rau. I am a resident of Lansing, and I am writing to urge members of city
council to pass the ceasefire resolution.

For nearly four months, the world has witnessed Israel commit horrendous war crimes and acts
of genocide against the people of Palestine. With each passing day, conditions in Palestine grow
more dire. In addition to living under constant bombardment and threats of violence, many
Palestinians are now homeless, living on the street or in tents, and access to healthcare/medical
supplies, food, and clean water is increasingly scarce. More than 25,000 Palestinians have been
killed since October 7, 2023, and thousands more are injured and/or missing.

Federal governments and representatives are comfortable remaining complicit in genocide, but
we the people are not. A recent poll by Data for Progress reveals that 66% of Americans support

a ceasefire. Please help us take action by passing the ceasefire resolution. We must act now, the
people of Palestine cannot wait.

Sincerely,
Grace Rau
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Richmond, Renee

To: Boak, Sherrie
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution Agenda Comment

----- Original Message-----

From: faith <faithsaeerah@protonmail.com>

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 10:19 PM

To: City Council <City.Council@lansingmi.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ceasefire Resolution Agenda Comment

To whom it may concern,

My name is Faith and I am a resident of Lansing at 211 Virginia Street. I am unable to attend
the special meeting by the committee on EDI tomorrow but would like to urge the committee to
PASS the resolution for a ceasefire and to add it to the 2/12 agenda. Please choose to be on the
right side of history and say no to complicity in the genocide of the Palestinian people and way of

life.
Thank you,
Faith Bradley
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