
AGENDA 

Committee on Public Safety 
AGENDA FOR JULY 18, 2023 AT 3:30 PM 

 

 
 Lansing City Hall, City Council Conference Room 

124 W. Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor 
To provide input or ask questions on any item that is listed on the agenda, 

members of the public may contact the City Council at city.council@lansingmi.gov or (517) 483-4177 prior to the meeting. 
view on: https://www.youtube.com/@lansingcitycouncil4446/streams  

 

 

 
Council Member Hussain, Chairperson 
Council Member Wood, Vice Chairperson 
Council Member Kost, Member 

1. Call to Order  
2. Roll Call  
3. Minutes  
 A. June 20, 2023 
4. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes)  
5. Discussion/Action:  

 B. RESOLUTION - Setting a Public Hearing; Ordinance Chapter 1250 Section 
1250.04.05 prohibiting collection bins on City owned property 

 
C. ORDINANCE - Ordinance to Amend IPMC to clarify the parties responsible 

for prohibiting the occupancy and maintaining the vacancy of placarded 
equipment and structures 

 D. DISCUSSION - EDP Fee Study and Code Review 
 E. DISCUSSION - Nuisance Property; 3628 Ronald Street 
 F. DISCUSSION - Street Parking concerns; 2813 Westchester Road 
 G. DISCUSSION - City of Lansing; Property Maintenance Code; 106.6 
6. Other  
7. Adjourn  
 
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings should contact the City 
Council Office at 517-483-4177  (TTY 711) 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations.  An attempt 
will be made to grant all reasonable accommodation requests. 
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MINUTES

Committee on Public Safety
Tuesday, June 20, 2023 @ 3:30 p.m.

City Council Conference Room, 10th Floor City Hall

CALL TO ORDER  
Council Member Hussain called the meeting to order at 3:30pm

PRESENT
Council Member Adam Hussain, Chair
Council Member Carol Wood, Vice Chair
Council Member Ryan Kost, Member

OTHERS PRESENT
Renee Richmond, Council Staff
Lisa Hagen-Lawrence, OCA
Amany Williams, OCA
Walter Allen, Code Compliance
Jordan Hankwitz, ED&P Director
Elaine Womboldt

MINUTES
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE JUNE 6, 2023, MINUTES AS 
PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Elaine Womboldt spoke on the town hall meeting from last Saturday and thanked the committee and 
Mr. Hankwitz for assisting in the town hall.  It was well attended and an excellent meeting with valuable 
information. She supports a city wide moratorium on rental properties, as well as an increase on the 
monitoring fees for each unit of apartments/buildings instead of having a tag on just the building.  She 
finished with thanking the committee on getting things corrected on the bin ordinance 1237.  

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
RESOLUTION – Orders to Make Safe or Demolish to the owners of property located at 3421 N. Cedar 
Street
Councilmember Hussain asked Mr. Allen asked if there were any updates on any of the three MSD’s 
before the Committee today, permits or any action from the owners.  Mr. Allen answered everything is 
the same.  Councilmember Hussain then asked for clarification on the overviews and resolutions, 
should they be 30 or 60 days.  Mr. Allen answered that Cedar is a fire so 30 days.  Councilmember 
Hussain stated if you look at C and D both resolutions in the seventh paragraph the Now Therefore 
which should it be.  Mr. Allen verified that Jackson Street and Donora Street are not a fire damage. 
Councilmember Wood asked who reviews these, and Ms. Hagen-Lawrence answered she did not know 
specifically who reviewed theses but would find out but took responsibility.
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MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER KOST TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR ORDERS TO MAKE 
SAFE OR DEMOLISH TO THE OWNERS OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3421 N. CEDAR STREET.  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

RESOLUTION – Orders to Make Safe or Demolish to the owners of property located at 131 Jackson 
Street
Councilmember Wood made a motion to correct the MSD from 30 days to 60 days in the resolution.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AS AMENDED FOR 
ORDERS TO MAKE SAFE OR DEMOLISH TO THE OWNERS OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 131 
JACKSON STREET.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

RESOLUTION – Orders to Make Safe or Demolish to the owners of property located at 1722 Donora 
Street
Councilmember Wood made a motion to correct the MSD from 30 days to 60 days in the resolution.

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AS AMENDED FOR  
ORDERS TO MAKE SAFE OR DEMOLISH TO THE OWNERS OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1722 
DONORA STREET.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

ORDINANCE – Setting a Public Hearing on an IPMC Amendment to clarify the parties responsible for 
prohibiting the occupancy and maintaining the vacancy of placarded equipment and structures
Councilmember Hussain mentioned if this passes this Committee the hearing will be on July 10th, and 
asked law for clarification.  Ms. Hagen-Lawrence stated in general this further clarifies and assists with 
OCA enforcement of prosecuting specifically from owners who allow occupancy.  It mirrors the IPMC 
language so just enhancing.

Councilmember Hussain referenced lines 17 & 18 and asked if they have been granting permission 
outside of the 8a-5p work hours.  Mr. Allen stated it has to be in writing.  Councilmember Wood 
reiterated that the changes are in bold so it now says in writing, she is unsure that all were done in 
writing.  Stating she had asked in a previous meeting to look in the IPMC section where it talks about 
the city being able to do the work if needed, thinking that was going to be looked at.  Ms. Hagen-
Lawrence did not recall the conversation, and Councilmember Wood stated Mr. Smiertka was in that.  
Councilmember Kost stated it’s his understanding that there might be MHSDA funds possibly for that as 
well. 

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING ON AN 
IPMC AMENDMENT TO CLARIFY THE PARTIES RESPONSIBLE FOR PROHIBITING THE 
OCCUPANCY AND MAINTAINING THE VACANCY OF PLACARDED EQUIPMENT AND 
STRUCTURES.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

ORDINANCE – Ordinance Amendment Chapter 1060, Section 08 and Section 99
Councilmember Hussain informed the Committee a public hearing is on June 26th and if there are no 
issues will ask for approval the same night.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT FOR 
CHAPTER 1060, SECTION 08 AND SECTION 99 CONTINGENT ON THE PUBLIC HEARING SET 
FOR JUNE 26, 2023.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.
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OTHER
Councilmember Wood asked Mr. Hankwitz to the table, stating she is concerned with situations where 
apparently people in the department chose not to enforce the contract with Eric’s Refuse.  In the 
contract that was written and signed by the previous Director Mr. McGrain one provision was if claims 
were granted the money would be refunded.  Her understanding is they haven’t been doing that 
because the code compliance manager at time didn’t feel it was fair regardless of being written in the 
contract.  Councilmember Wood asked if Mr. Hankwitz has done anything to determine if any other 
Ordinances or Contracts that they have that are not being adhered to because someone in the 
department doesn’t feel is fair.  Mr. Hankwitz stated it was recently brought to his and Mr. Montry’s 
attention and they are looking into it and agree if granted money should be reimbursed back to the City.  
He continued that they have not reviewed all the contracts. Councilmember Wood stated that her 
perspective is they are fiduciarily responsible to the public, and it sends a bad message when 
departments are not following the same rules.  Councilmember Wood added that it is not just EDP but 
also with Public Service and Waste Management, they were without a contract, why hasn’t OCA sent a 
cease and desist order until they are properly licensed.

Councilmember Kost asked how many contracts they had, and Mr. Hankwitz did not know.  
Councilmember Hussain commented that regardless of how long Mr. Hankwitz has been in the position 
he is essentially responsible and should know how many contracts they have.

Councilmember Kost asked if any resolution has been determined on the multi-unit properties and the 
red tags fees.  Mr. Hankwitz answered no, they are still trying to figure it all out.

Councilmember Hussain finished asking Mr. Hankwitz where they are with the RFP.  Mr. Hankwitz 
indicated they did not get what they were looking for and was premature in getting it out to early.  They 
are re-evaluating it to get it right.

ADJOURN 
Adjourned at 3:52pm
Submitted by
Renee Richmond, Recording Secretary
Lansing City Council
Approved by the Committee on 
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Draft #1
6/26/2023

1 ORDINANCE NO.

2 An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing 
3 Codified Ordinances by amending Chapter 1250; Section 1250.04 Site 
4 Development Regulations of the Lansing Codified Ordinances by prohibiting 
5 placement of collection bins on City owned property.

6 THE CITY OF LANSING ORDAINS:

7 Section 1.  That Chapter 1250 Section 1250.04.05 of the Codified Ordinances of 

8 the City of Lansing, Michigan be and is hereby amended to read as follows:

9 (f) Permitted Locations

10 (1)  Collection bins are allowed in all commercial and industrial districts.

11 (2)  Collection bins shall not be located within 1,000 feet form another 

12 collection bin as measured along a straight line from one box to another.

13 (3)  Collection bins shall not be located on City owned property or 
14 within 500 feet of the property lines of City owned property.

15 Section 2.  All ordinances, resolutions or rules, parts of ordinances, resolutions or 

16 rules inconsistent with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed.

17 Section 3.  Should any section, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared to 

18 be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part 

19 thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid.

20 Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment, 

21 unless given immediate effect by City Council, and shall expire December 31, 2032.

22
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE

Council Member Hussain introduced:

An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing Codified 
Ordinances by amending Chapter 1250; Section 1250.04 Site Development Regulations 
of the Lansing Codified Ordinances by prohibiting placement of collection bins on City 
owned property.

The Ordinance is read a first time by its title and referred to the Committee on Public 
Safety.

Resolution #2023-###
By the Committee on Public Safety

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Lansing

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Lansing that a public hearing be set for 
August 14, 2023, at 7 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 
Tenth Floor, Lansing City Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan, for the 
purpose of amending Chapter 1250; Section 1250.04 Site Development Regulations of 
the Lansing Codified Ordinances by prohibiting placement of collection bins on City 
owned property.
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DRAFT #5
DATE: July 7, 2023

1

1 ORDINANCE NO. ____________

2 An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing codified 

3 ordinances by amending Chapter 1460.01(m), and the International Property Maintenance 

4 Code, adopted by reference, to clarify the parties responsible for prohibiting the occupancy 

5 and maintaining the vacancy of placarded equipment and structures.

6 The City of Lansing ordains:

7 Section 1.  That Chapter 1460.01(m) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lansing, Michigan 

8 be and is hereby amended to read as follows: 

9 (m) text of Section 108.5 is replaced with the following: Any structure condemned and placarded 

10 by the Code Official shall be vacated. Any occupied structure condemned and placarded by 

11 the code official shall be vacated as ordered by the code official. No person shall occupy a 

12 placarded structure or operate placarded equipment. Any other person, including, but not 

13 limited to, any owner, owner’s agent, or person responsible for the structure, who allows 

14 anyone to occupy a placarded structure or operate placarded equipment, shall be in 

15 violation of this section. No person shall occupy any such structure or allow any domestic 

16 animal to occupy any such structure. No person shall operate equipment condemned and 

17 placarded by the Code Official. Repairs required by a correction order may be made during the 

18 hours of 8 am and 5 pm on Mondays through Fridays or at other times for which the Code 

19 Compliance Office has granted permission in writing. The Code Compliance Office shall grant 

20 written permission for repairs to be made at other reasonable times set by Department policy if 

21 the person seeking permission has obtained all permits necessary for the work to be done and 
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DRAFT #5
DATE: July 7, 2023

2

1 provides documentation indicating that the work cannot be performed between 8 am and 5 pm on 

2 Mondays through Fridays. 

3 Section 2.  All ordinances, resolutions or rules, parts of ordinances, resolutions or rules 

4 inconsistent with the provisions are repealed.

5 Section 3.  Should any section, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared to be 

6 invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof 

7 other than the part so declared to be invalid.

8 Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment, unless given 

9 immediate effect by City Council and shall expire December 31, 2031.

10
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, July 10, 2023 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City 
Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing Codified 
Ordinances by amending Chapter 1460.01(m), and the International Property Mainte-
nance Code, adopted by reference, to clarify the parties responsible for prohibiting the 
occupancy and maintaining the vacancy of placarded equipment and structures.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-151
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, July 
10, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 
10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose 
of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing 
Codified Ordinances by amending Chapter 1460.01(m), and the 
International Property Maintenance Code, adopted by reference, to clarify 
the parties responsible for prohibiting the occupancy and maintaining the 
vacancy of placarded equipment and structures.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these 
meetings should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 
483-4479) 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations. An 
attempt will be made to grant all reasonable accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this 
matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written 
comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if 
received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s 
Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or 
email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope
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1

Richmond, Renee

To: Hussain, Adam
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Nuissance property on Ronald Street

On Jul 5, 2023, at 2:20 PM, S Daniel <streetcaptain2023@yahoo.com> wrote: 

  
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to lodge a complaint against Lansing landlords for their irresponsible 
behavior towards the neighbors with the neighborhoods that their rentals are in.  As a 
resident within the Churchill Downs Community Association, it is embarrassing to admit 
that one of these properties, located at 3628 Ronald Street has been the subject of a 
great deal of issues that include safety. 
 
Firstly, there have been numerous occasions when the landlord failed to address 
complaints regarding numerous visits from the Lansing Police Department concerning 
the unruly behavior and safety for the neighbors.  Despite repeated requests by the 
neighbors, the landlord has failed to take any appropriate action to fix the concerns of 
the neighbors, which have caused great discomfort to me and other residents.  These 
calls include Fighting, Loud and Boisterous conduct, Profanity and Firearm discharged 
at the property at 3628 Ronald along with 3501 Ronald (same tenant, but was moved to 
3628 last October).  There have been many calls to the Lansing Police Department 
concerning both properties and inability to maintain a safe area around the 
property.  Furthermore, the landlord has also failed to address the concerns, stating "I 
can't do anything".   
 
This is totally unacceptable response to both me and the neighbors around the Ronald 
Street property.   
 
I urge you to take strict action against this irresponsible landlord and ensure that they 
understand their responsibilities.   
 
I hope for a strict response from the City of Lansing concerning this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
The Churchill Downs Neighborhood Association  

Page 14 of 20



Page 15 of 20



Page 16 of 20



1

Richmond, Renee

To: Wood, Carol
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ordinance Review Request

 
From: Elizabeth Boyd <boyd.liz@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 5:15 PM 
To: Wood, Carol <Carol.Wood@lansingmi.gov> 
Cc: Spitzley, Patricia <Patricia.Spitzley@lansingmi.gov>; Jackson, Brian T. <BrianT.Jackson@lansingmi.gov>; Hussain, 
Adam <Adam.Hussain@lansingmi.gov>; Kost, Ryan <Ryan.C.Kost@lansingmi.gov>; Bill Harrison 
<woodh2oski@aol.com>; Barry, Tom <Tom.Barry@lansingmi.gov>; Lansing Mayor <Lansing.Mayor@lansingmi.gov>; 
Stachowiak, Susan <Susan.Stachowiak@lansingmi.gov>; Allen, Walter <Walter.Allen@lansingmi.gov>; Phillip Churchill, 
Jr. <pchurchilljr@mac.com>; Castillo, Amy <Amy.Castillo@lansingmi.gov>; Hon, Randall <Randall.Hon@lansingmi.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ordinance Review Request  
  
Good afternoon, Carol.  
 
As you know, many of my neighbors and I are very concerned about recent changes in the Lansing City Code of 
Ordinances that allows on-street parking in neighborhoods, without restrictions regarding the time of day or numbers of 
days that vehicles can be parked on the street.  We believe this unrestricted, on-street parking is contributing to a 
problem regarding the house at 2813 Westchester Road now being rented, as well as another rental in 
our neighborhood. 
 
I am asking that the city council review the current parking ordinance for possible changes. Clearly, what may have 
seemed like a good idea in the past may now be seen as a failed experiment, as currently written in the code. 
 
I would appreciate being notified when this matter is discussed. 
 
Many thanks in advance. 
 
Liz Boyd 
517.881.6713 
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