
CITY OF LANSING - BOARD OF ETHICS 
REGULAR MEETING 
May 9, 2023 5:30 P.M. 
CONFERENCE ROOM 

2500 SOUTH WASHINGTON 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL  

□ Keith Kris □ R Cole Bouck, Chairperson 
□ Jim DeLine □ Janielle Houston, Vice-Chairperson 
□ Jim Cavanagh 
□ Trini Pehlivanoglu  

□ John Folkers 

A Quorum is: □ Present  □ Not Present  

□ Others Present: 

PUBLIC COMMENT (TIME LIMIT OF 5 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA □ As Submitted □ With Changes Noted 

SECRETARY'S REPORT □ Approval of Minutes:  
    
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Affidavit of Disclosure   Erin Buitendorp, Public Service  

2. Statements of Financial Interests with no items disclosed: 

Bean, Scott   Communications Director 
Boak, Sheryl   City Council Office Manager 
Coleman, Kimberly  Human Relations and Community Services Advisory Board Director 
Dunbar, Kim  Human Relations and Community Service Contract Manager  
Fountain, DeLissa Department of Neighborhood Arts and Citizen Engagement 
Frischman, Sharon Finance Department, Assessor 
Gillespie, Kimberly Human Relations and Community Service Contract Manager 
Jackson P., Brian Chief Deputy City Clerk 
Kilpatrick, Andy  Public Service Department 
Kirkland, Desiree Finance Department Director 
Linden, Emily  Internal Auditor  
Richmond, Renee City Council Committee Clerk 
Smiertka, James  City Attorney  
Sosebee, Ellery  Chief of Police 
Sturdivant, Brian  Fire Chief 
LaVella, Todd   BLW Corporate Secretary  
Williams, Versey  Human Relations and Community Service Advisory Board Member 
Young, Toni   Human Relations and Community Service Contract Manager  

https://www.lansingmi.gov/asset/f84cb84f-d596-4a56-ba09-164139bc8c5b


Statements of Financial Interests with items disclosed: 
Brown, Jeffrey City Council Member 
Bais DiSessa, Jane Deputy Mayor/Chief of Staff 
Dripchak, Paul  Human Relations and Community Service Advisory Board Member 
Embry, Ronald  Human Relations and Community Service Advisory Board Member 
Frayer, Shelbi   Deputy Mayor/ Chief Strategy Officer 
Garza, Jeremy  City Council Member  
Gehle, Sean Human Relations and Community Service Advisory Board Member 
Hankwitz, Jordan Economic Development and Planning Department Director  
Hetke, Veronica  Mayor Office, Appointments 
Hussain, Adam   City Council Member  
Jackson T., Brian City Council Board Member  
Kachinske, Brett  Parks and Recreation Department Director 
Lawrence, Mark   Deputy Mayor/Executive Assistant 
Mumby, Christopher Chief Information Officer 
O’Leary, Elizabeth Human Resources Department Director  
Peffley, Richard  Board of Water and Light General Manager 
Schor, Andy Mayor 
Spadafore, Peter  City Council Board Member  
Spitzley, Patricia  City Council Board Member  
Swope, Chris   City Clerk  
Washington, Jody  Human Relations and Community Services Advisory Board Member 
Wood, Carol City Council Board Member  

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

CHAIR’S REPORT:   

TABLED ITEMS:  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

ADJOURNMENT 

Detroit Ethics Conference

https://www.lansingmi.gov/asset/6df39ba7-6682-482f-bcc2-d49b4bc437ab


 DRAFT MINUTES 
LANSING CITY BOARD OF ETHICS 

REGULAR MEETING 
April 11, 2023 5:30 PM 

 
Training Room 

South Washington Office Complex 
2500 S. Washington 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    
 

R Cole Bouck, Chairperson 
Janielle Houston, Vice-Chairperson 
Keith Kris  
Jim DeLine  
John Folkers 
Jim Cavanagh 
Trini Pehlivanoglu -  

 
ABSENT:  None 
 
A QUORUM WAS PRESENT 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
  Brian P Jackson, City Clerk’s Office 
  Amany Williams, Assistant City Attorney 
  Jim Smiertka, City Attorney 
  Chris Swope, City Clerk 
  Lauren Welch, City Clerk’s Office 
    

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Keith Kris to approve the agenda as submitted.  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:   
 



 
Approval of Minutes  
 

Moved by Janielle Houston to approve the Minutes of March 23, 2023 with 
one amendment. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
New Business: 
 
Statement of Financial Interests, Emily Linden,  Internal Auditor 
 
Moved by Keith Kris to place Statement of Financial Interests on file having found 
no violation of the Ethics Ordinance or other issues to further debate or discuss 
at this time. 
 
Motion Carried 
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  
 
Moved by Cole Bouck that pursuant to MCL 15.268(h) of the Open Meetings Act, 
the Board shall recess into closed session to consult with the City Attorney to 
consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state statute. 
Specifically, to discuss written legal opinions from the City Attorney provided 
under attorney-client privilege and attorney work-product, and which is also 
exempt from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act pursuant to MCL 
15.243(1) (g). For this session, the topic is the Preliminary Written Analysis on 
Complaint 2023-001 
 
Motion carried, by unanimous vote. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Board Arise and returns back to OPEN SESSION 
 
Moved by Jim DeLine to authorize the City Attorney to obtain services of 
attorney Gouri Sashital to investigate complaint 2023-001 and that items 
discussed in closed session remain confidential. 
 
Motion Carried 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT:  
  
Chairperson reminded the Board that the election of Chair and Co-Chair 
scheduled for July 2023, and that Cole is ineligible per bylaws from being the 
Chair for another term.  



 
TABLED ITEMS: None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 
Detroit Board of Ethics Conference - May 16, 2023  
 
There is no charge for the Conference, but the agenda has not been set either.  
 
ADJOURNED 6:13 p.m. 



















 
CONFERENCE AGENDA 

 

Butzel Family Recreation Center 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023 

9:15 am Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Christal Phillips, Executive Director, Detroit Board of Ethics 

9:30 – 11:00 am  Quorum, Minutes, and Rules of Debate 
Frances Jackson, Registered Parliamentarian 

11:00 – 12:00 pm Panel: Strengthening Ethics Ordinances & Enforcement  
Panelists: Stacy Cobb-Muniz, Councilwoman, City of Eastpointe 
James D. Robb, Chair, Birmingham Board of Ethics 
Dorie Vazquez-Nolan, Vice Chair, Macomb County Ethics Board  
Moderator: Christal Phillips, Executive Director, Detroit Board of Ethics 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch 

1:00 – 2:30 pm  Improving the Deliberation Process 
Morela Hernandez, Professor, Ford School of Public Policy, University 
of Michigan – Ann Arbor  

2:30 – 4:00 pm Sunshine Laws: Open Meetings Act  
Christopher Johnson, General Counsel, Michigan Municipal League  

4:00 – 5:00 pm Roundtable: Investigation Resources & Techniques 

5:00 pm  End of Conference 
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