
Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting: March 7, 2023 

For special accommodations, please give 24 hours notice prior to the meeting by calling Sue Stachowiak in the Planning 

Office at 517-483-4085 or by dialing (tty 711). 

 
 LANSING PLANNING BOARD 

Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center 

600 W. Maple Street, Lansing, MI 48906 

 
AGENDA 

1.  OPENING SESSION 

A. Roll Call 

B. Excused Absences 

2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3. COMMUNICATIONS 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. City of Lansing Annual Action Plan, FY 2023 - 2024 Proposed Funding Allocations........1 

5. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (please limit comments to 3 minutes per person) 

6.  RECESS 

7.  BUSINESS 

A. Consent Items 

(1) Minutes for approval:  December 6, 2022 .......................................................... 2 

B. Old Business 

C. New Business 

(1) City of Lansing Annual Action Plan, FY 2023 – 2024 Proposed Funding Allocations 

(2) Code of Ordinances, Chapter 1212, renaming of “Planning Board” to “Planning 
Commission” ......................................................................................................... 3 

(3) Selection of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and Board of Zoning Appeals 
Representative 

8. REPORT FROM PLANNING & ZONING OFFICE 

9.     COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIRPERSON 

10.       COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

11. PENDING ITEMS:  FUTURE ACTION REQUIRED  

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Andy Schor 
Mayor 
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ORDINANCE NO. _______ 1 

 An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing Codified 2 

Ordinances by amending Chapter 1212, to add Section 1212.01 that provides for the 3 

renaming of the City Planning Board to the “Planning Commission” pursuant to Section 11 4 

of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, being MCL 125.3811. 5 

 THE CITY OF LANSING ORDAINS: 6 

 Section 1.  That Chapter 1212 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lansing, 7 

Michigan be and is hereby amended to add Section 1212.01, to read as follows:  8 

CHAPTER 1212 9 

 1212.01.  Pursuant to the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, 2011 PA 31, et seq. and 10 

specifically Section 11 of said act, being MCL 125.3811, the City of Lansing planning board 11 

shall now officially be named the “planning commission.”  All reference to the planning 12 

board in the City charter, ordinances, resolutions, regulations and all other documents and 13 

instruments shall hereafter refer to and be synonymous with the planning commission 14 

name and the planning commission shall have and retain all the powers and duties of the 15 

planning board under all City and State laws. 16 

 Section 2.  If any portion of this Ordinance is held invalid for any reason, that holding 17 

will not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance, which will continue in 18 

full force and effect. 19 

 Section 3.  Any ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed, but only to the 20 

extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect.  21 
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 Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment, unless given 1 

immediate effect by City Council and shall expire December 31, 2031. 2 



 

 

LANSING PLANNING BOARD 

Regular Meeting 

December 6, 2022 – 6:30 p.m 

Neighborhood Empowerment Center 

600 W Maple Street, Lansing, MI 
 

 

MINUTES – DRAFT 

1. OPENING SESSION 

 

Mr. Morgan called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

a. Present:  Katie Alexander, Farhan Bhatti, Tony Cox, Monte Jackson, Thomas Morgan 

b. Absent:  Josh Hovey (excused), John Ruge 

c. Staff:  Barb Kimmel, Doris Witherspoon, Andy Fedewa 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The agenda was approved by unanimous consent 
  

3. COMMUNICATIONS 

• Letter from Rawley Van Fossen, Executive Director, Capital Area Housing Partnership, in 

support of CDBG, HOME, ESG federal funds for fiscal year 2023 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. FY 2023 Annual Action Plan, Citywide Needs Hearing – CDBG, HOME, ESG 

Resources. 

 

Ms. Witherspoon stated that the purpose of the public hearing is to receive input on 

community needs for the Community Annual Action Plan. She said that the amount of the 

appropriations that the City will be receiving for fiscal year 2023 - 2024 are estimated to be 

the same as last year, but exact numbers are not available at this time. As with previous years, 

the City of Lansing will proceed with the Action Plan process/schedule and plan based on the 

previous year’s allocations and adjust accordingly once the actual allocations are received. 

She said that the budget projections are subject to pro-rata adjustments based on the actual 

amounts awarded to the City of Lansing by the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development. 

Ms. Witherspoon stated that CDBG funds can be used to fund housing rehabilitation, public 

service programs, and economic development that benefits persons of low to moderate 

income. She said that the HOME program provides down payment assistance for home buyers 

as well as funding for new housing and housing rehabilitation. ESG eligible activities include 

rapid re-housing, homelessness prevention, street outreach and emergency shelter operations. 

Mr. Morgan opened the public hearing.  

Rebecca Kasen, Women’s Center, spoke on the services the Women’s Center provides and 

suggested that the City allocate funds to more organizations than just those that are religion-

based. Ms. Kasen stated many of their clients and other persons across the City either do not 

identify with a religion or have been discriminated against by a religious shelter. 

Carl Tielking, OneDay Industries, spoke on the need for ‘tiny house’ developments for rapid 

rehousing of homeless persons and requested changes to the zoning ordinance. 

Andy Schor 

Mayor 
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Dr. Charla Burnett, Michigan State University, spoke on the Emoja Houses, using short-term 

rentals as a form of safe, temporary housing, for those who may not use the established 

shelters. Dr. Burnett seconded previous comments about the need for funds to go to non-

religious organizations and organizations that assist LGBTQ+ persons. 

Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mr. Morgan closed the public hearing. 

5. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE – None 

6. RECESS – Not taken 

7. BUSINESS 

A. Consent Items 

(1) Minutes for approval:   November 10, 2022 

The minutes from the November 10, 2022 Planning Board meeting were 

approved without objection. 

(2) 2023 Planning Board Meeting Schedule 

The 2023 Planning Board Schedule was approved without objection. 

B. Old Business – None 

C. New Business – None  

8. REPORT FROM PLANNING MANAGER 

Mr. Fedewa informed board members that Ms. Cerna’s term expired June 30th and that she did not 

seek reappointment. Staff has extended a thank you to Ms. Cerna for her service.  

9. COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIRPERSON – None  

10. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

Mr. Morgan informed the board members that he has been in discussion with the Office of the City 

Attorney to have the Planning Board renamed to the Planning Commission, consistent with and as 

required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act. He stated that the City Council has introduced a 

resolution to make this change.   

Dr. Bhatti thanked those who made comments about their organizations or the needs of those in the 

community and stated that he works daily with clients that experience homelessness, hardships with 

the religious organizations, and other challenges in finding safe, quality, affordable housing. 

11. PENDING ITEMS: FUTURE ACTION REQUIRED – None  

12. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 


