
AGENDA

Committee on Ways and Means
AGENDA FOR DECEMBER 20, 2021 AT 4:00 PM

Lansing City Hall, City Council Conference Room
124 W. Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor

To provide input or ask questions on any item that is listed on the agenda, 
members of the public may contact the City Council at city.council@lansingmi.gov or (517) 483-4177 prior to the meeting.

Based on the recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
City Council President Spadafore is requesting members of the public, City Staff and Council Members

wear face coverings at meetings of the City Council and their Committees.

Council Member Wood, Chairperson
Council Member Hussain, Vice Chairperson
Council Member Spadafore, Member

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Minutes 

A. December 3, 2021
4. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes) 
5. Presentations: 
6. Discussion/Action: 

B. RESOLUTION - Grant Acceptance; Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
for the Parks & Recreation Department 

C. RESOLUTION - Workers Compensation Settlement (206-2876-01100)
7. Other 
8. Adjourn 

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings should contact the City 
Council Office at 517-483-4177  (TTY 711) 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations.  An attempt 
will be made to grant all reasonable accommodation requests.
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DRAFT

                                      
MINUTES

Committee on Ways and Means 
Monday, December 3, 2021 @ 3:30 p.m.

City Council Conference Room
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.

PRESENT
Council Member Carol Wood, Chair
Council Member, Adam Hussain, Vice Chair
Council Member Peter Spadafore, Member 

OTHERS PRESENT
Renee Richmond, Council Staff
Jim Smiertka, OCA
Heather Sumner, OCA
Joe Abood, OCA
Amber Paxton, Financial Empowerment 
Eric Brewer, Internal Auditor
Lori Welch, Public Service
Andy Kilpatrick, Public Service
Jake Brower, Finance

Minutes
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 
29, 2021, AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

Public Comment
No public present.

Presentation
Internal Auditor Report on Robert W. Baird & Co. Contract
Councilmember Wood moved the Presentation to the end of the agenda.

Discussion/Action:
RESOLUTION – Grant Acceptance; Financial Empowerment Fund
Ms. Paxton stated the CFE is an organization trying to spread around the country and teach other 
cities, and the City of Lansing was selected as an expert City.  The funds will go to the CFE at 
Cristo Rey, with the City as the applicant.  Councilmember Wood asked if being part of the City 
of Pueblo, is travel time or ZOOM time part of it.  Ms. Paxton indicated in the past it had been 

Page 2 of 12



DRAFT

travel but because of 2020 it became virtual and she believes it will stay virtual.  Councilmember 
Wood asked if Mr. Brewer had any questions and Mr. Brewer stated he no comments.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
GRANT ACCEPTANCE FOR FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT FUND.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

RESOLUTION – Grant Acceptance; Recycling Quality Improvement Grant for the Public Service 
Department
Ms. Welch stated to the Committee the grant was going through EGLE and like other recycling 
grants, it involves “feet on the street” auditing and recycling parts to address contamination. This 
is not about removing but an education-based grant.  The City will do an audit before and after.  

Councilmember Wood asked what it means when the grant states “tagging”. Ms. Welch 
responded it will be developed as the programs progresses to see what is successful.  She 
continued that it’s different than CART drivers and they try to minimize litter and any eye sores.  
Councilmember Hussain asked what the current process is.  Ms. Welch indicated when the drivers 
notice something they leave a tag but it’s only when they physically see something, so this grant 
is more ambitious.  

Mr. Brewer noted a discrepancy with the amounts in the letter and the resolution.  Ms. Welch 
confirmed the award letters did state an amount of $144,000.  Mr. Kilpatrick confirmed the 
resolution could be amended to reflect the $144,000. 

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AS AMENDED 
TO $144,000 FOR THE GRANT ACCEPTANCE FOR RECYCLING QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 
GRANT FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

RESOLUTION – Grant Acceptance; Department of Natural Resources Community Forestry Grant 
for the Public Service Department
Ms. Welch informed the Committee that this grant is for the urban tree canopy assessment.  This 
will set a sustainability plan to hire a consultant to assess plantings, forestry, working with forestry 
and parks.  Councilmember Wood asked if a goal is to work with BWL as well and Ms. Welch 
confirmed BWL would be important to bring in.  

Mr. Brewer had no comments.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
GRANT ACCEPTANCE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES COMMUNITY 
FORESTRY GRANT FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

Mr. Kilpatrick to the discussion that the goal is to have a standard in place to replace a tree that 
is an asset to the City if it is trimmed and not damaged or removed.  Councilmember Wood stated 
one of her concerns is the effect on resident’s property if there are sewer repairs, cracks in the 
sidewalks or tree roots. This costs the owner money, and if the City is going on personal property 
there needs to be an understanding of who has the lead.  Mr. Kilpatrick agreed, and 
Councilmember Wood asked if it could be part of any agreement

.
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PLACE ON FILE – Sole Source Purchase; Economic Development and Planning Department 
request for Public Sector Consultants as the vendor for a consultant for assistance in the 
Management Staffing of the City’s COVID-19 Community Response Cabinet
Mr. Brower informed the Committee he was here on behalf of Mr. McGrain and could assist in 
answering some questions that they may have.  He continued that in late 2020 funded through 
EDP contract put out twice and received no bids.  Public Sector responded to serve in the role 
and a contract extended in December 2020, to develop strategic funding opportunities for the City 
and institutions within its boundaries.  Mr. Brower read from a memo that the work done under 
this contract will be in addition to ERRC work already undertaken and funding will provide 
additional staffing to support strategies beyond traditional economic development work, and 
asked for any questions.  Councilmember Wood asked if they already entered into an extension 
and are they providing services.  Mr. Brower believed they are and we are continuing their 
services, at that time Mr. Smiertka answered yes.  Councilmember Wood’s next question is that 
the first part was under EDP and we pay into LEAP so why isn’t LEAP doing for us and contracting 
with someone else.  Mr. Brower said he believed LEAP is the overall, Councilmember Spadafore 
interjected that it’s a pretty broad contract.  Councilmember asked if there were any questions 
from Committee or Mr. Brewer, Mr. Brewer had no additional comments.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER SPADAFORE TO PLACE ON FILE.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

PRESENTATION
Internal Auditor Report on Robert W. Baird & Co. Contract
Mr. Brewer stated he received a couple questions from Councilmember Wood but hadn’t done a 
deep dive at that time and asked for additional information in which Mr. Brower provided.  He 
continued that independent fiduciary issues with conflict of interest with nature of how they advise 
and get fees from advisory fees, it’s a fine line.  Mr. Brewer summarized that as a municipal 
advisor to the City, Baird has fiduciary duties, including a duty of care and loyalty in which Baird 
is required to act in the City’s best interests without regard to its own financial and other interests 
and to use reasonable diligence to know the essential facts about the City and the authority of 
each person acting on the City’s behalf.  Councilmember Wood commented that this currently is 
not in the recommendation that it would be in the report to council and Mr. Brewer said it was in 
COW, as long as it’s disclosed upfront with an invoice for a certain amount, for example if you 
have a $10 million fee, is there other fees the City has out there we don’t know about, if it is all 
disclosed on services rendered.  Councilmember Wood mentioned if another group is doing a 
10mil bond and Baird, Mr. Brewer said yes/no because some confidentiality on certain bids but 
it’s so they don’t double dip so it’s important to have fiduciary fee because they are supposed to 
look out for what’s best for the City.  Mr. Brewer continued that it prevents escalating and it’s 
disadvantageous to the City.  Mr. Brewer again summarized that the monthly retainer is $1,500 
and that is deducted if additional outside services are needed or rendered.  If special projects are 
requested that require an hourly fee, the minimum monthly retainer of $1,500 is credited as they 
need to be agreed to prior to work being completed.  Mr. Brewer finalized concerning a project or 
financing, a fixed fee determined prior to the commencement of a potential project or potential 
financing upon agreed terms and then informed the Committee they could see the Scope of 
Services in the packet and he was unaware of any other services of this scope of contract.  Mr. 
Brower had no additional information to the content it is very thorough, he believes we could fulfill 
his recommendation to the cost of going forward, it’s a responsible request.  Councilmember 
Spadafore asked Mr. Brewer in reviewing all bases were covered, but that there may be a conflict 
of interest yes, Mr. Brewer concluded from what he received it is possible.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO PLACE ON FILE.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0
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Mr. Smiertka asked if there was an issue and Councilmember Wood stated she just had a concern 
since an issue was raised in East Lansing.

OTHER
CLOSED SESSION
MOTION BY COUINCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 4:04 P.M. 
FOR PURSUANT TO MCL 15.268€ RECESS INTO CLOSED SESSION TO CONSULT WITH 
THE CITY ATTORNEY IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC PENDING 
LITIGATION.  AN OPEN MEETING WILL HAVE A DETRIMENTAL FINANCIAL EFFECT ON THE 
LITIGATION OR SETTLEMENT POSITION OF THE CITY OF LANSING DEFENDANTS 
CONCERNING THESE CASES:  ARNOLD V. FIELDER AND CITY OF LANSING
ROLL CALL VOTE, 3-0.

RECONVENE
Council Member Wood reconvened the Committee at 4:14pm

OTHER
Councilmember Wood noted for the record that in 2003 Ways and Means authorized the OCA to 
settle cases up to a limit but over then it had to come to this Committee for a report after 
settlement.  She then added that Mr. Smiertka mentioned if the committee wants to make a 
recommendation to Council they come before a settlement is made, then Council would need to 
change the resolution.  Councilmember Hussain asked what OCA utilizes to determine a 
settlement, but added he was also okay with the way things are currently. Councilmember 
Spadafore concurred with Councilmember Hussain, and suggested a presentation at a future 
Committee of the Whole meeting.  Councilmember Wood suggested it be part of the annual 
Council training and the Committee concurred.

ADJOURN
Adjourned at 4:24 p.m.
Submitted by,
Renee Richmond, Council Staff
Lansing City Council
Approved by the Committee _________________________
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LANSING CITY COUNCIL

GRANT INFORMATION FORM

(Required for all grant applications and acceptances)
REFERRAL DATE: 

GRANT NAME: Adado River Front Playground (TF21-0031)

DEPARTMENT:  Parks and Recreation   

CONTACT PERSON (INCLUDE EMAIL AND PHONE):  Brett Kaschinske, 483-4042, brett.kaschinske@lansingmi.gov

APPLICATION DATE  04/01/2021 AWARD DATE:  12/02/2021

GRANT CYCLE: Check One: _     Annual  _X__One-Time

FUND AMOUNT:  $635,900.00  (Breakdown below should total this amount)

GOODS & SERVICES $300,000.00 (grant)

PERSONNEL $       

CONSTRUCTION $

LAND $

OTHER (Sponsorship) $335,900.00 

CITY MATCH (IF APPLICABLE): $00.00

GRANT PAYS FOR:  Construction of ADA accessible restrooms and river overlook deck at Adado River Front Park.

FUND ALLOCATIONS (Please describe the purpose of the grant and allowable uses):

Funds will be utilized to construct an ADA accessible restroom, 8’ wide concrete sidewalk, overlook deck, boardwalk, 
observation area, picnic tables, bike loops and art sculpture. 
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LANSING CITY COUNCIL

GRANT INFORMATION FORM

(Required for all grant applications and acceptances)

REFERRAL DATE: 

GRANT NAME: Fenner Pathway (TF21-0170)

DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  

CONTACT PERSON (INCLUDE EMAIL AND PHONE): Brett Kaschinske, Director, 483-4042

APPLIICATION DATE 04/01/2021 AWARD DATE: 12/02/2021 (Tentative Award)

GRANT CYCLE:  ___2021________ Check One: _     Annual  _X__One-Time

FUND AMOUNT:  ___$988,600.00__________ (Breakdown below should total this amount)

GOODS & SERVICES $300,000 (grant)

PERSONNEL $0.00

CONSTRUCTION $0.00

LAND $0.00

OTHER (Training) $0.00

CITY MATCH (IF APPLICABLE): $688,600.00

GRANT PAYS FOR: Construction and up to 15 percent Engineering costs

FUND ALLOCATIONS (Please describe the purpose of the grant and allowable uses):

Construction and engineering costs for a 10 foot pathway with 2 foot shoulders traversing through Fenner Nature Center 
and Evergreen Cemetery Starting at the Mt Hope and Aurelius Intersection and terminating at the Forest Rd and Staten 
Rd intersection.
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LANSING CITY COUNCIL

GRANT INFORMATION FORM

(Required for all grant applications and acceptances)

REFERRAL DATE: 

GRANT NAME: Corporate Research Park Path Development (TF21-0142)

DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  

CONTACT PERSON (INCLUDE EMAIL AND PHONE): Brett Kaschinske, Director, 483-4042

APPLIICATION DATE 04/01/2021 AWARD DATE: 12/02/2021 (Tentative Award)

GRANT CYCLE:  ___2021________ Check One: _     Annual  _X__One-Time

FUND AMOUNT:  ___$971,000__________ (Breakdown below should total this amount)

GOODS & SERVICES $300,000 (grant)

PERSONNEL $0.00

CONSTRUCTION $0.00

LAND $0.00

OTHER (Training) $0.00

CITY MATCH (IF APPLICABLE): $671,000

GRANT PAYS FOR: Construction and up to 15 percent Engineering costs

FUND ALLOCATIONS (Please describe the purpose of the grant and allowable uses):

Construction and engineering costs for a 10 foot pathway with 2 foot shoulders between Forest Road and Collins Road.
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LANSING CITY COUNCIL

GRANT INFORMATION FORM

(Required for all grant applications and acceptances)
REFERRAL DATE: 

GRANT NAME: Frances Park Rose Garden RP21-0044

DEPARTMENT:  Parks and Recreation   

CONTACT PERSON (INCLUDE EMAIL AND PHONE):  Brett Kaschinske, 483-4042, brett.kaschinske@lansingmi.gov

APPLICATION DATE  04/01/2021 AWARD DATE:  12/02/2021

GRANT CYCLE: Check One: _     Annual  _X__One-Time

FUND AMOUNT:  $200,000.00  (Breakdown below should total this amount)

GOODS & SERVICES $150,000.00 (grant)

PERSONNEL $  0.00     

CONSTRUCTION $  0.00

LAND $  0.00

OTHER (Sponsorship) $50,000.00 

CITY MATCH (IF APPLICABLE): $0.00

GRANT PAYS FOR:  ADA accessible upgrades to the Rose Garden at Frances Park

FUND ALLOCATIONS (Please describe the purpose of the grant and allowable uses):

Funds will be utilized to construct an ADA accessible sidewalk, ramp to the Rose Garden and other upgrades to the 
Garden.

Page 9 of 12



BY THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS       
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

WHEREAS, the Committee on Ways and Means, Resolution #2021-052, recommended 
and Lansing City Council authorized the submission of grant applications to the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF); and 

WHEREAS, the Parks & Recreation Department of the City of Lansing received funding 
from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF); and

WHEREAS, the funding will be used for four (4) projects within the parks system within 
the City of Lansing as follows;

Development Grant for ADA Playground Phase II at Riverfront Park
(boardwalk, river access, parking lot and other amenities) (TF-21-0031)           $300,000

Development Grant for Fenner Nature Center Walking Path (TF21-0170) $300,000

Development Grant for Corporate Research Park (McClaren) (TF21-0142) $300,000

Recreation Passport Grant for the Frances Park Rose Garden (RP21-0044) $150,000

And

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department is requesting acceptance of the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) funds; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing recognizes the importance of the continued development 
of these and other enhancements and has committed to implementing a maintenance 
plan/program over the design life of the facilities and has budgeted specific monies to 
ensure the continued maintenance of the enhancements; and

WHEREAS, the Administration and the City Council recognize the importance and need 
for safe recreation and non-motorized transportation facilities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Lansing City Council, hereby, approves 
acceptance of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) funds TF21-0031; 
TF21-0170; TF21-0142 and Recreation Passport Grant RP21-0044 .

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the Administration is authorized to receive the funds, create 
the necessary accounts, and make necessary transfers for their administration in 
accordance with the requirements of the grantor.
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fifth Floor, City Hall  •  Lansing, Michigan 48933  •  (517) 483-4320  •  Fax (517) 483-4081  •  cityatty@lansingmi.gov

TO: Ways and Means Committee

FROM: F. Joseph Abood, Chief Deputy City Attorney 

DATE: December 01, 2021

RE: WC Settlement 2062876-01100

Plaintiff began working for the City of Lansing in November of 1992 in the Public Service 
Department.  At the time of the alleged injuries on December 22, 2016, Plaintiff was 
working as a Maintenance Worker. Plaintiff injured her neck, thoracic and low back and 
bilateral feet and head while working when she fell into an open pit, 7-10 feet in the old 
service garage.

CompOne Administrators, Inc. has evaluated this claim for settlement.  We have 
negotiated a settlement of $150,441.00 to release all past, present and future claims 
against the City of Lansing.  

The Mayor, the Law Department and the Department of Human Resources support the 
recommendation for settlement and the Department of Human Resources advises that 
funds are available in the Workers Compensation Claims account.  We are requesting 
your approval of the redemption of this case.  

Please contact this office as soon as possible with any concerns you may have 
regarding the redemption of this claim. 

cc: Linda Sanchez-Gazella, Human Resources Director
Kathy Woodman, Health & Wellness Administrator 
 

City of Lansing
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C I T Y  A T T O R N E Y
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BY THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

WHEREAS, it is proposed that a claim be resolved by virtue of entering into a 
settlement agreement with claimant 2062876-01100, in which, the City of Lansing would 
agree to pay Plaintiff the sum of One Hundred Fifty Thousand Four Hundred Forty-
One Dollars ($150,441.00) in exchange for a complete redemption and release of the 
City from any past, present, and future liability regarding any alleged injuries/illnesses 
whatsoever; and

WHEREAS, the proposed settlement is recommended by the Mayor, the Department 
of Human Resources Director, the City of Lansing’s Fund Administrator, and the City 
Attorney.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council hereby 
approves the payment of One Hundred Fifty Thousand Four Hundred Forty-One  
Dollars ($150,441.00) pursuant to said proposed settlement agreement as a full and 
final settlement of said action.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the City Attorney is authorized to prepare and 
execute the requisite documents to complete settlement of the aforementioned 
lawsuit.

 

Page 12 of 12


	1. Call to Order
	2. Roll Call
	3. Minutes
	A. December 3, 2021
	2021_12_03 WM Min rr


	4. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes)
	5. Presentations:
	6. Discussion/Action:
	B. Grant Accept Parks
	Grant Form.Adado River Front Playground
	Grant Form.Fenner Pathway
	Grant Form.Corporate Research Park Path Development
	Grant Form.Frances Park Rose Garden
	RES_acceptance.MNRTF

	C. RESOLUTION - Workers Compensation Settlement (206-2876-01100)
	Redemption Council Memo WC 2062876-01100 (003) redacted
	Resolution WC206587601100


	7. Other
	8. Adjourn

