
Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting: November 3, 2021 (Wednesday) 

 
 LANSING PLANNING BOARD 

Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 
600 W Maple St. Lansing, MI 48906 

 
Due to public safety concerns resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will 

be accessible to the public via Microsoft Teams. To join the meeting, click on this 
hyperlink or download the Teams app to join by phone. 

AGENDA 

1.  OPENING SESSION 

A. Roll Call 
B. Excused Absences 

2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3. COMMUNICATIONS 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

5. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (please limit comments to 3 minutes per person) 

6.  RECESS 

7.  BUSINESS 

A. Consent Items 

(1) Minutes for approval:  June 1, 2021………..........……….…..…………………....1 
 

B. Old Business 

C. New Business 

(1) Act-7-2021 – Schoolcraft Dr. Street Vacation.....................................................2 

(2) Act-8-2021 – Lot 50 Property Sale......................................................................3 

8. REPORT FROM PLANNING MANAGER 

A. Solar Energy Systems and Zoning Ordinance Memo......................................................4 

9.     COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIRPERSON 

10.       COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

11. PENDING ITEMS:  FUTURE ACTION REQUIRED  

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Andy Schor 
Mayor 

FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS, PLEASE GIVE 24 HOURS NOTICE PRIOR TO THE MEETING BY 
CALLING SUE STACHOWIAK IN THE PLANNING OFFICE AT 517-483-4085 OR BY DIALING (TTY 711). 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTQ5ZWM4OWQtMDc5NS00MWYyLThkYjItNjM3NTEwMzlhZDM5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2287509dee-095b-4ff8-ba5a-0035cdfc715d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2251f67fe8-cc2c-4798-80be-a83b3af21c19%22%7d


 

LANSING PLANNING BOARD 

Regular Meeting 

June 1, 2021 

6:30 p.m., Virtual Meeting 

 
The meeting was conducted as an online teleconference in compliance with the  

Open Meetings Act, as amended, and to follow recommendations by the Centers for Disease  

Control and other public health agencies concerning the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

MINUTES – DRAFT 

1. OPENING SESSION 

Ms. Alexander called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. 

a. Present:  Katie Alexander (remotely from Lansing, MI), Farhan Bhatti (remotely from 

Lansing, MI), Marta Cerna (remotely from Lansing), Monte Jackson (remotely from 

Lansing), Thomas Morgan (remotely from Lansing, MI), John Ruge (remotely from 

Lansing) 

b. Absent:  Josh Hovey, Tony Cox 

c. Staff:  Sue Stachowiak, Andy Fedewa, Brett Kaschinske (Director Parks and 

 Recreation) 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The agenda was approved by unanimous consent 

3. COMMUNICATIONS – Mayor Andy Schor expressed his thanks to members of the Planning 

Board for their service to the City and their professionalism in hearing cases that affect development 

and city planning in Lansing. 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Form-Based Zoning Code Amendments – Ms. Stachowiak stated that the Form-Based 

Zoning Code went into effect May 1, 2021 and that while staff continues to support the intent 

of the document certain provisions have been reviewed since staff started working with the 

full ordinance while discussing questions with the public and from project applications. The 

Planning and Zoning Office is proposing numerous minor edits like fixing typographical 

errors and rewording provisions to make them simpler to understand and implement. Staff is 

not proposing any major changes that would alter any zoning district chapter or the intent of 

other general chapters (General Provisions, Landscaping, Parking, etc.). Ms. Stachowiak 

explained that staff is also proposing a few changes to the zoning map to cover parcels that 

were accidentally left off or to correct parcels that differ from the future land use map of the 

Comprehensive Plan and now unintentionally make some properties non-conforming.  

Ms. Alexander opened up the public hearing. 

See no one wishing to speak, Ms. Alexander closed the public hearing. 

5. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE – None 

6. RECESS – Not taken 

7. BUSINESS 

A. Consent Items 

Andy Schor 

Mayor 
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(1) Minutes for approval:   May 4, 2021 

The minutes from the May 4, 2021 Planning Board meeting were approved 

without objection. 

B. Old Business – None 

 

C. New Business 

 

  (1) Act-4-2021, Property Acquisitions for Park Land: 

Andy Fedewa, Planner, stated this is a request by the City’s Parks and Recreation 

Department to acquire two parcels of vacant land on the southwest side of the city to 

be combined with Fine Park. The Parks and Recreation Department has a goal of 

obtaining land along or adjacent to the rivers to preserve natural areas. These parcels 

are currently owned by the Lansing School District and are roughly 65 acres in size. 

Mr. Fedewa stated that these parcels could be developed for future single-family 

houses under the current R-2 zoning designation, but this area was also delineated as 

a Natural Area Opportunity in the Design Lansing Comprehensive Plan. Staff 

recommended approval of the application as proposed to support the goals of the Parks 

and Recreation Department and the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

Mr. Morgan commented that he believes Fine Park is a hidden gem of Lansing and 

that he supports its expansion. 

Mr. Morgan made a motion, seconded by Dr. Bhatti, to approve Act-4-2021, 

Property Acquisitions for Park Land. On a voice vote the motion passed 

unanimously (6-0). 

(2)  Act-5-2021, Property Acquisitions for Non-Motorized Pathway: 

Mr. Fedewa stated this is a request by the City’s Parks and Recreation Department to 

acquire two parcels of vacant land near the new McLaren Hospital campus to become 

part of the non-motorized recreational pathway. These parcels are currently owned by 

Michigan State University. Mr. Fedewa stated that although this land could be 

developed under the provisions of the INST-1 zoning district, this area is also part of 

a Natural Area Opportunity in the Design Lansing Comprehensive Plan. Staff 

recommended approval of the application as proposed to support the goals of the Parks 

and Recreation Department and the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Mr. Morgan made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson, to approve Act-5-2021, 

Property Acquisitions for Non-Motorized Pathway. On a voice vote the motion 

passed unanimously (6-0). 

 

(3) Act-6-2021, Sale of City-Owned Properties: 

 

Mr. Fedewa stated this is a request by the City’s Parks and Recreation Department to 

sell three parcels of vacant land currently owned by the City of Lansing. These parcels 

are within established residential neighborhoods and are not necessary for the 
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operations of dedicated park land. All three parcels would be developable for single-

family detached houses. The Parks and Recreation Department is proposing to transfer 

parcel # 33-01-01-11-426-022, along Stonewood Dr. to the Ingham County Drain 

Commissioner for the purpose of a drain project. Mr. Fedewa stated that parcel # 33-

01-01-28-482-141 has irregular dimensions and would most likely need variances to 

accommodate development. Staff recommended approval of the application. 

 

Mr. Morgan made a motion, seconded by Dr. Bhatti, to approve Act-6-2021, Sale 

of City-Owned Properties. On a voice vote the motion passed unanimously (6-0) 

 

(4) Form-Based Zoning Code Amendments 

 

Mr. Ruge, made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jackson to approve the Amendments 

to the Form-Based Zoning Code. On a voice vote the motion passed unanimously 

(6-0) 

 

8. REPORT FROM PLANNING MANAGER –  

Ms. Stachowiak welcomed Mr. Morgan to the Planning Board and thanked him for his service. 

A. Discussion of Planning Board In-Person/Virtual Meetings - Ms. Stachowiak stated that due to 

the expiration of the local State of Emergency on July 12, all public board and commission meetings 

will be moving back to in-person meetings. For Planning Board the first meeting will be August 3rd 

and will be back in the Neighborhood Empowerment Center. 

 

9. COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIRPERSON – None  

 

10. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS – None  

 

11. PENDING ITEMS: FUTURE ACTION REQUIRED – None  

 

12. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 
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An Act 33 Review is a planning level review of the location, character and extent of public 

improvements and City property transactions.  Act 33 Reviews are conducted by the City of 

Lansing pursuant to the provisions of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (P.A. 33 of 2008) 

and Section 208 of the Lansing Code of Ordinances. 

APPLICANT:  Lansing Community College, 610 N Capitol Ave. Lansing, MI  

PROPOSAL: Vacation of Schoolcraft Drive between N Capitol Avenue and N 
Grand Avenue and vacation of N Washington Avenue between 
Saginaw Street and Schoolcraft Drive. 

CURRENT OWNER: City of Lansing 

EXISTING LAND USE Use:   Street right-of-way.  Zoning: Unzoned street right-of-way 

& ZONING: 

 

PROPERTY SIZE  Rectangular, See “Exhibit B” 

AND SHAPE: 

 

SURROUNDING ZONING North: DT-1, Office 

& LAND USE   South: DT-3, Commercial, Parking 

West: DT-1, Commercial, Parking 

East: DT-1, Public park 

 

ANALYSIS 

BACKGROUND:  

Lansing Community College (LCC) is requesting this vacation to eliminate the City’s future 

maintenance of the right-of-way and to gain sole access of Schoolcraft for their internal 

parking lot circulation. Schoolcraft Dr. will cease to function as an east-west by-pass of 

Saginaw St. once N Capitol Ave. and N Grand Ave. are converted to two-way. These have 

been one-way streets since 1952. 

N Washington Ave once ran through the main campus from Shiawassee St. north to 

Saginaw St. but was closed sometime in the 1970s to provide better pedestrian circulation. 

The street was officially vacated to become LCC property by City Council on November 24, 

2003 as Act-9-02. 

LOCATION: 

LCC’s main campus is located downtown bordered by N Capitol Ave. (west), Saginaw St. 

(north), N Grand Ave. (east), and E Shiawassee St. (south). Schoolcraft Dr. runs east-west at 

the north edge of the property for approximately 775 feet, directly adjacent and parallel to 

Saginaw St. 
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CHARACTER: 

Schoolcraft Dr. serves as an internal drive connecting the one-way streets of Capitol Ave. 

and Grand. Ave, and LCC surface lots and the Gannon Ramp, which is currently being 

rebuilt. There are some existing parallel on-street parking spaces along Schoolcraft Dr. 

Schoolcraft Dr. is inconsequential to the downtown street network and solely provides 

access to just LCC. Based on comments received from the Public Service Department 

possible future access will be provided via Saginaw St. See Extent and Agency Referrals for 

more information. 

EXTENT: 

The extent of the vacation is the entirety of Schoolcraft Dr. from N Capitol Ave to N Grand 

Ave. and a 14.86’ x 115.5’ section of N Washington Ave between Schoolcraft Dr. and 

Saginaw St. Please see Exhibit B and the aerial. 

Any existing storm inlets and storm drains will become part of LCC’s property and 

maintenance responsibility. 

Schoolcraft Dr. will be completely closed off from Capitol and Grand with new curbs and a 

landscaping setback. New ingress and egress curb cuts would be connected to Saginaw St. 

closer to the center of the LCC parcel. Please see Exhibit C. 

AGENCY REFERRALS  

Lansing Board of Water and Light (BWL) 

 No comment received. 

Public Service Department: 

 (A. Kilpatrick) The Public Service Department supports this vacation. Schoolcraft 
was necessary to provide circulation from Grand to Capitol since these were one 
way pairs. With the projected conversion of these streets to two-way, Schoolcraft no 
longer serves the same purpose. With two way traffic, the street would have to be 
closed at both ends, in which case it would only serve LCC owned properties. The 
following conditions should be in place regarding the vacation. 

o Washington Avenue is vacated to the two adjacent Schoolcraft parcels. 

o These parcels would be transferred to LCC on the condition that it closes 
Schoolcraft at both ends at LCC’s cost. The City agrees that it will create 
connections between Schoolcraft and Saginaw at the City’s cost. 

 
Building Safety Office: 

 No objection. 
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Lansing Fire Department: 

 No objection. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The request can be granted without a significant impact on the circulation network. No 
easements for water, electric, street lighting and/or communications will be necessary to 
maintain services per the Public Service Department. 

Staff recommends that the City vacate Schoolcraft Dr. and N Washington Ave. from 

Schoolcraft Dr. to Saginaw St. with these conditions: 

 Lansing Community College (LCC) close Schoolcraft Dr. at N Capitol Avenue and N 

Grand Avenue at LCC’s cost. The Lansing Public Service Department will create 

connections between Schoolcraft Dr. and Saginaw St. at the City’s cost. 

 Any relocation or removal of third party company infrastructure from the BWL 

street poles will be coordinated directly between Lansing Community College and 

each company with cost for relocation or removal agreed upon between those 

parties. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andy Fedewa, Planner 
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An Act 33 Review is a planning level review of the location, character and extent of 

public improvements and City property transactions.  Act 33 Reviews are conducted by the 

City of Lansing pursuant to the provisions of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (P.A. 33 of 

2008) and Section 208 of the Lansing Code of Ordinances. 

APPLICANT City of Lansing – Economic Development & Planning 
Department 

PROPOSAL:  Sale of excess City-owned land. 

PARCEL(S): 0 Pere Marquette Dr 
PID # 33-01-01-16-277-043 

CURRENT OWNER(S): City of Lansing 

EXISTING LAND USE Use: Parking lot, Zoning: DT-3 Urban Core 

& ZONING:     

 

PROPERTY SIZE AND SHAPE: .511 acres, rectangular, see Exhibit A 

 

SURROUNDING ZONING   North: DT-2, Vacant 

& LAND USE    South: DT-3, Commercial 

 West: DT-3, Commercial 

     East: DT-3, Residential - townhomes 

 

ANALYSIS 

BACKGROUND: 

The City of Lansing’s Economic Development & Planning Department is proposing to sell 

the City-owned municipal parking lot commonly referred to as “Lot 50”. The Planning 

Office does not have much background information on the lot’s history, but Lot 50 was 

resurfaced in 2020 as part of the Parking Services Office 5-Year capital improvements 

program. At the time the lot was a productive resource and EDP had no plans to 

decommission the lot. As the Covid-19 pandemic progressed Lot 50 has seen a drastic 

reduction in use levels. Nearby development pressures have resulted in a purchase offer 

for the parking lot. 

LOCATION:  

Lot 50 is located at the southwest corner of E Shiawassee St. and Pere Marquette Dr. The 

parcel is approximately 71’ wide by 309’ long. 

  



Act-8-2021, Sale of City-Owned Property, Lot 50 - STAFF REPORT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2 
 

CHARACTER: 

The subject property is currently under-utilized as a surface parking lot and an under-

utilized use within the greater context of the Downtown-adjacent ‘Urban Flex’ area of the 

Future Land Use Plan and Form-Based Zoning Code. The desire for this designation is the 

shift from obsolete and auto-centric uses to a denser, urban built environment with 

corresponding uses and businesses. 

EXTENT: 

The extent of the disposal is one City-administered surface parking lot. 

AGENCY REFERRALS  

Lansing Board of Water and Light (BWL) 

 No comment received. 

Public Service Department: 

 (A. Malvetis) The Public Service Department has no objection of the sale. 

o Between the two attached as-built drawings, there’s a discrepancy on where 

the ROW line/property line is located.  Attached #5139 shows the ROW line 

several feet west of the west curbline, while attached #4530 shows the west 

curbline right on the ROW line.  Assuming the first drawing is correct, we 

won’t need an easement (the old sewer is shallow). [Further research is 

needed] to see which scenario is correct and let us know.  Then, we’ll know 

whether we need to retain an easement.  It’s also possible we can abandon 

this sewer at some point in the near future. 

Development Office 

 No objection, supportive of sale. 

Building Safety Office: 

 No objection. 

Lansing Fire Department: 

 No objection. 

Parks and Recreation Department: 

 No objection. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of Act-8-2021 as proposed, to support returning the subject 

parcel to the tax rolls and also supports redevelopment to a higher and better use of the 

property once transferred. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Andy Fedewa, Planner 



  

ACT 33 REVIEW APPLICATION 
CITY OF LANSING 
PLANNING OFFICE 

 

 
 

 
FILE NUMBER: ACT-                                      

DATE SUBMITTED:   

 
 

Applicant: 

Address (including zip code): 
 

 

Phone number: 

Fax number: Email: 
  

 
 

Interest in Property: 

Owner Represent owner Option to buy 
 

Other:     
 

If applicant of not the owner, or if there is more than one owner, provide the following information (attach additional sheets if necessary): 
 

Name of owner(s): 

Address (including zip code): 
 

 

Phone number(s): 

Fax number: Email: 
  

 
SUBJECT PROPERTY GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 
Address (if any): 

Location description: 
 

 

Permanent parcel #: 

Legal description (see note below): 
 
 

Applicant's proposal: 

Reset Form 

Print Form 

City of Lansing - Economic Development & Planning Dept.
316 N Capitol Ave. Lansing, MI 48933

517-483-4066

City of Lansing - Lansing Building Authority
 219 N Grand Ave. Lansing, MI 48933

 Pere Marquette Dr. Lansing, MI 48912
SW corner of E Shiawassee St. and Pere Marquette Dr.

33-01-01-16-277-043
PARTS OF LOTS 40 & 41 COM NW COR LOT 40, TH S 309.15 FT, E 78 FT +/- TO W LINE 
PERE MARQUETTE DR R/W, N 09DEG W 49 FT +/-, N 00DEG 02MIN E 260 FT TO N LINE 
LOT 40, W 71.49 FT TO BEG; ASSESSORS PLAT NO 36

Sale of surplus City of Lansing property to GG Acquisitions LLC, with purchase offer 
drafted.

Reset Form

Print



REQUESTED ACTION: (please check one) 
 
   _____  City Acquisition of Property _____  Street or Alley Closure  _____  City Sale of Property 
 
   _____  Vacation of R.O.W  _____  Significant Change of Use of City Property 
 
   _____  Other: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 

What positive impacts (if any) will occur as a result of approving this proposal? 
 

 
What negative impacts (if any) will occur if this proposal is not approved? 

 

 

What negative impacts (if any) will occur as a result of approving and implementing your proposal? 
 

 
 
 

Please fill out this application COMPLETELY and make sure that the following items are included: 

Maps describing proposal. Maps should be readable and drawn to a specific scale. 

Any other materials, brochures, pictures, etc. which will further explain the proposal. 

The City will sell surplus land that is currently vacant and return it to the tax rolls and productive use.

The parcel will continue to sit unused and no property taxes collected.

There are no foreseen negative impacts.

✔



NOTE: 
 

If the action applied for will result in transfer of legal title from the City to the applicant or another or if the City otherwise requires, the 
applicant agrees to provide at the applicant’s expense: 

 
• A certified legal description 
• Title insurance 
• An appraisal 
• An environmental report for the  property 

 
or to pay for same at closing, whichever the City  determines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FEES: 
 

Involving land sales over $50,000 $100.00 
Involving land sales under $50,000  $50.00 

 
 

Signature of applicant: Signature of owner(s): 
 
 

   /   /    
Date Date 

 
   /    

Date 
 

   /    
Date 

 
 

 
SUBMIT THE FULLY COMPLETED APPLICATION TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. 

 
 
 
 

For assistance, please contact: 
 

PLANNING OFFICE 
316 N. CAPITOL AVE., SUITE D-1 

LANSING, MI  48933 
(517) 483-4066 

FAX: (517) 483-6036 









**Disclaimer: BS&A Software provides BS&A Online as a way for municipalities
to display information online and is not responsible for the content or accuracy
of the data herein. This data
is provided for reference only and WITHOUT WARRANTY
of any kind, expressed or inferred. Please contact your local municipality if you
believe there are errors in the data.

Copyright © 2021 BS&A Software, Inc.

Image/Sketch for Parcel: 33-01-01-16-277-043

EXHIBIT A

http://www.bsasoftware.com/
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Lansing Planning Board 

From: Andy Fedewa, Planner 

Date: October 5, 2021 

Subject: Solar Energy Systems and the Form Based Zoning Code 

The City of Lansing will be applying for SolSmart designation, this is a national technical 

assistance organization that helps municipalities become ready and friendly for solar markets. 

Although Lansing has few obstacles for solar installations some of SolSmart’s criteria are not 

explicitly found in Lansing processes. This memo serves as a rundown of solar energy systems 

and the Form-Based Zoning Code. The Planning Office is receptive to any Planning Board 

Member suggestions to the following provisions. 

Site solar energy systems (SES) or solar panels, are accessory structures allowed by-right in all 

zoning districts. Large utility-grade solar arrays are considered ‘power plants’ and are permitted 

by-right in IND-1 and IND-2 districts (Suburban and General Industrial, respectively). 

Solar panels are components of ‘green’ buildings in the Recognized Benefits section for Site 

Development Incentives detailed in Sections 1243.02 and 1245.02. Simply put, certain flexibilities 

for site layout, building height, and reduced parking requirements can be approved in return for 

social benefits including but not limited to, additional open space or landscaping, low-impact 

development, pedestrian amenities, and green building design. 

Solar energy systems are allowed by-right, but City of Lansing Planning & Zoning staff still 

supports minimal standards on such systems only so that ground mounted systems do not tower 

over a neighboring residential property. These provisions, paraphrased, are proposed in the First 

Amendment Draft to govern solar energy systems in the Form-Based Zoning Code: 

 Wall-mounted SES cannot project into the front yard, but may project 5’ into the required 

rear yard setback, and 3’ into the required side yard setback. [1250.03.01 a)] 

 Roof-mounted SES can exceed the allowable height limit of the district it is in by up to 

18”. [1250.03.02 b)] 

 Ground-mounted SES need to be screened from adjoining residential uses by landscaping, 

tree cover, fencing, or any combination thereof. [1250.04.01 b)10)] 

 All associated ground-mounted system electrical lines must be buried. [1250.04.01 b)11)] 

 Ground-mounted SES are restricted to a maximum 6’ from the existing grade, and can have 

the grade lowered at the point of installation to meet this requirement, if it is a tall system. 

[1250.04.01 b)12)] 
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Some other provisions may affect SES incidentally such as accessory ground structures being at 

least three (3) feet from the property line and tall projecting units on the roofs of commercial and 

industrial buildings being screened in some fashion like any other HVAC unit. 

These standards are modest and in no way meant to prohibit any solar energy system type. No 

other provisions exist to prohibit visibility from the right-of-way, govern unit size, or require glare 

screening, design review, or neighbor consent. They City of Lansing has received only a handful 

of applications for solar energy systems in the last few years, but we hope to encourage a 

substantial growth. To do that the zoning code must have minimal restrictions and continue to 

allow them by-right in all zoning districts. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andy Fedewa, Planner 


