
AGENDA

Committee on Equity, Diversity & Inclusion
AGENDA FOR JULY 28, 2021 AT 4:30 PM

Lansing City Hall, City Council Conference Room
124 W. Michigan Avenue, 10th Floor

To provide input or ask questions on any item that is listed on the agenda, 
members of the public may contact the City Council at city.council@lansingmi.gov or (517) 483-4177 prior to the meeting.

Council Member Spitzley, Chairperson
Council Member Jackson, Vice Chairperson
Council Member Dunbar, Member

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Minutes 

A. June 16, 2021
4. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes) 
5. Discussion/Action: 

B. RESOLUTION _ Introduction & Setting of Public Hearing; Ordinance 
Amendment to Chapter 658; Section 658.03

C. DISCUSSION - Annual Amaia Alysse Edmonds Day
D. DISCUSSION - In Support of Additional Funding for Advance Peace 

Initiative
E. DISCUSSION - Gun Safety

6. Other 
7. Adjourn 

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings should contact the City 
Council Office at 517-483-4177  (TTY 711) 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations.  An attempt 
will be made to grant all reasonable accommodation requests.
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Minutes

Committee on Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 @ 6:00 p.m.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88223124424 ; ID:  882 2312 4424: Dial In: (301) 715-8592
Held virtually in an effort to protect the health and safety of the public & to mitigate the spread of COVID 19

CALL TO ORDER 
Council Member Jackson called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

PRESENT via audio/video
Council Member Spitzley, Chair remotely from Lansing, Michigan- excused
Council Member Jackson, Vice-Chair remotely from Lansing, Michigan
Council Member Dunbar, Member remotely from Lansing, Michigan

OTHERS PRESENT via audio/video
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff
Amanda O’Boyle, OCA
Jim Smiertka, OCA

MINUTES 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER DUNBAR TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM MAY 19, 
2021 AS PRESENTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE, MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment at this time.

DISCUSSION
Ordinance Amendment; Chapter 658, Section 658.03
Due to computer issues for the Committee members Ms. Boak shared her screen for the 
agenda and proposed ordinance.
Ms. O’Boyle spoke brief on the changes to language, removing “willfully annoy another person” 
replacing it with “threaten another person by word of mouth, gesture, or other physical action 
that insults, accosts, molests or otherwise harasses the other person”.  The Committee 
discussed the examples and situations where this could occur.  Council Member Jackson asked 
about details on the reasoning for “harass” and Ms. O’Boyle stated it is a standard practice 
where you list items, or have a general word that would encompass.  Council Member Dunbar 
asked for the OCA definition “insult, accost, molest and harass”.  Ms. O’Boyle stated it would be 
fact specific and didn’t want to speculate, so she provided a scenario.  She noted the goal was 
for some sort of guidance, because perhaps “willfully annoy” was to some sort of vague phrase.  
Council Member Dunbar stated the idea behind it was not to just put the public on notice, but to 
say to the police that there needs to be more than willfully annoy to arrest.  Council Member 
Jackson acknowledged his support that this is directed more towards threatening behavior, but 
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questioned some of the words used such as “accost”, and “harass”, and asked the Committee 
and OCA to peel off the language that is already covered in some other ordinance or law.  He 
asked to then look at it, to see what it would cover, which could result in the word just “harass”.  
Council Member Dunbar asked for clarification on if his request would be to look at other 
ordinances and if there is something else in the tool box that would cover this. Ms. O’Boyle then 
spoke on any issues they have seen in courts with the current language and also provided 
examples.  There could be other specific ordinances that are used such as “telephone 
harassment”, “trespassing on the property of another”, and State Statute such as stalking, legal 
will pursue those more specific crimes.  This is an odd situation, where it doesn’t quite rise to 
the level of “stalking” or “trespassing” which would very specific requirements.  Council Member 
Jackson stated he is interested in taking to Council the ordinance as it is drafted to be 
reasonable and provide all the tools.  Council Member Jackson asked to hold it for the next 
meeting since this was not his original proposed ordinance amendment, but something the full 
Committee was working on and then the whole Committee would be present to vote it out of 
Committee.
Council 

OTHER
Council Member Dunbar asked for a future discussion on pursuing everyone’s thought process 
on gun violence and for an update from the OCA on the recently established Gun Violence Task 
Force.  Mr. Smiertka confirmed the group had not met yet, and even though the members listed 
were all of the Mayor’s staff, the intent is to have other members of the Community involved.  
Council Member Jackson acknowledged the request for the discussion and asked that it be 
placed on the next Committee agenda so all Committee members can be involved in the 
discussions.

Adjourn
Adjourned at 6:23 p.m.           
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak
Recording Secretary, Lansing City Council
Approved by the Committee
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE

Council Member ______________ introduced:

An ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing codified 
ordinances by amending Chapter 658 Section 658.03, to replace willful annoyance with 
the prohibition that no person shall threaten another person by word of mouth, gesture, 
or other physical action that insults, accosts, molests, or otherwise harasses the other 
person. 

The Ordinance is referred to the Committee __________________

RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING
BY CITY COUNCIL

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Lansing that a public hearing be set for 
______________________, 2021 at 7 p.m. in Tony Benavides Lansing City Council 
Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing City Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing, 
Michigan, for the purpose to amend the Lansing codified ordinances by amending 
Chapter 658 Section 658.03, to replace willful annoyance with the prohibition that no 
person shall threaten another person by word of mouth, gesture, or other physical 
action that insults, accosts, molests, or otherwise harasses the other person. 
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DRAFT #3
DATE: June 9, 2021

1

1 ORDINANCE NO. ____________

2 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN, TO AMEND THE 

3 LANSING CODIFIED ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 658 SECTION 658.03, 

4 TO REPLACE WILLFUL ANNOYANCE WITH THE PROHIBITION THAT NO PERSON 

5 SHALL THREATEN ANOTHER PERSON BY WORD OF MOUTH, GESTURE, OR OTHER 

6 PHYSICAL ACTION THAT INSULTS, ACCOSTS, MOLESTS, OR OTHERWISE 

7 HARASSES THE OTHER PERSON. 

8 THE CITY OF LANSING ORDAINS:

9 Section 1.  That Chapter 658 Section 658.03, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

10 Lansing, Michigan be and is hereby amended to read as follows:

11 658.03. – Annoying THREATENING persons.

12 No person shall:

13 (a) Willfully annoy another person THREATEN ANOTHER PERSON BY WORD OF 

14 MOUTH, GESTURE, OR OTHER PHYSICAL ACTION THAT INSULTS, 

15 ACCOSTS, MOLESTS, OR OTHERWISE HARASSES THE OTHER PERSON; or

16 (b) Recklessly endanger the life, health or well being of another person.

17 Section 2.  All ordinances, resolutions or rules, parts of ordinances, resolutions or rules 

18 inconsistent with the provisions are repealed.

19 Section 3.  Should any section, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared to be 

20 invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof 

21 other than the part so declared to be invalid.
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DRAFT #3
DATE: June 9, 2021

2

1 Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment, unless given 

2 immediate effect by City Council and shall expire December 31, 2029.

3

4 Approved as to form:
5
6 __________________________________________
7 City Attorney
8
9 Dated:  ________________________________

Page 6 of 10



Page 7 of 10



RESOLUTION #2021-058
BY THE COMMITTEE ON EQUITY DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

RESOLUTION APPROVING A PARTNERSHIP WITH ADVANCE PEACE AND A 
COMITTMENT TO HELP BUILD AND SUSTAIN LOCAL COMMUNITY CAPACITY TO 

INTERRUPT GUN VIOLENCE IN INGHAM COUNTY, MI AND THE CITY OF 
LANSING, MI

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing is committed to ensuring that youth and young adults 
most impacted by gun violence lead productive, safe, healthy, and law-abiding lives free 
from gun violence; and

WHEREAS, evidence-based and promising practices related to gun violence intervention 
and interruption are needed to help build individual, family, and community strength and 
resiliency in neighborhoods most impacted by gun violence; and

WHEREAS, Advance Peace was introduced by Ingham County Health Department to the 
Ingham County Board of Commissioners Law & Courts Committee on October 15, 2020 
and February 11, 2021, and to the City of Lansing City Council and Lansing Mayor Andy 
Schor on December 14, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Advance Peace interrupts cyclical and retaliatory gun violence in urban 
neighborhoods by providing transformational opportunities to those at the center of 
firearm hostilities by providing them with a high-touch, personalized 18-month 
Peacemaker Fellowship grounded in evidence-based practices; and

WHEREAS, the Advance Peace personalized 18-month Peacemaker Fellowship 
evidence-based practices include Street Outreach; Mentoring; Intensive Case 
Management; Life Skills Training; Cognitive Behavioral Therapy; Subsidized 
Employment; and

WHEREAS, the Advance Peace personalized 18-month Peacemaker Fellowship 
includes seven intensive touch-points that include: LifeMAP Goals; Multiple Daily Check-
ins; Social Services Navigation; Transformative Travel/Horizon Building Journeys; Elders 
Circle/ Intergenerational Mentoring; Internship Opportunities; LifeMAP Milestone 
Allowance; and

WHEREAS, Advance Peace has been nationally and internationally recognized for 
delivering and sustaining positive outcomes with its Fellowship participants, contributing 
to a 60%-71% reduction in gun violence in Richmond California; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing City Council commits to supporting Advance Peace in its 
efforts to replicate, operationalize and proof of concept the Operation Peacemaker 
Fellowship in Ingham County, MI and Lansing, MI; and
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WHEREAS, Advance Peace will work with local stakeholders to identify a 
Lansing/Ingham community- based organization with the intent to help build and sustain 
local community capacity to interrupt gun violence in Lansing and Ingham County and 
effectively bridge the gap between conventional anti-violence programs and those most 
affected by gun violence; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County and the City of Lansing will work with Advance Peace and 
agree to establish and complete two 18-month Fellowship cohorts consisting of 25 
Fellows each (or 50 Fellows) over a four-year period in Ingham County/Lansing, MI; and

WHEREAS, Advance Peace, Ingham County and the City of Lansing will work together 
to identify and secure requisite resources to support the establishment and completion of 
two 18-month Advance Peace Fellowship cohorts over a four-year period; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County and the City of Lansing agree to provide local gun violence 
related data and work with the Advance Peace evaluation team consisting of Michigan 
Public Health Institute (MPHI), the Institute of Urban and Regional Development at UC 
Berkeley (IURD) and the National Council on Crime and Delinquency (NCCD) to ensure 
completion of a quality and timely evaluation of the strategy as implemented in Ingham 
County, MI and Lansing, MI; and

WHEREAS, Advance Peace, Ingham County and the City of Lansing will work together 
with MPHI to evaluate outcomes and activities and continually improve delivery of the 
Advance Peace model in Ingham County and Lansing; and

WHEREAS, Advance Peace will aim to reduce cyclical and retaliatory firearm assaults 
causing injury or death by 50% over a four-year period; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County and the City of Lansing understands that the most impactful 
outcomes of the Advance Peace approach are possible when the initiative is sustained 
by local governments over a period of ten or more years, and when the model is 
institutionalized as a standing/on-going program and service offered in the local 
community with adequate funding to deliver all program components; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County and the City of Lansing support this resolution because it will 
provide additional resources in support of current efforts and commitments of the County 
and City to reduce firearm assaults causing injury and death; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lansing will support $240,000 for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 with the 
balance appropriated from marihuana license taxes or fees from the State of Michigan as 
necessary.

THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that Ingham County and the City of Lansing City Council 
will include in their 2021-2025 public safety planning, a commitment, support and 
partnership with Advance Peace which will help save lives and reduce the life altering 
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trauma experienced by people living in the impacted communities and by the service 
providers who support them (including law enforcement).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this funding commitment is contingent upon 
agreement with other local units of government located within Ingham County to share in 
the cost of this program.
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