
 
AGENDA 

Committee on Ways and Means 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m.  

Council Conference Room, City Hall 
 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Chair 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Member 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Minutes 

 May 31, 2017 

 June 6, 2017 

 June 20, 2017 
  

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

4. Discussion/Action: 
 

A.) Sole Source Purchase; Segal Waters Consulting Group, Human 
Resources (Human Resources) 
 

5. Other 

 Teamsters 580 Retiree Healthcare Coverage 
 
6. Adjourn 
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MINUTES 

Committee on Ways and Means 
May 31, 2017 @ 4:00 p.m.  

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 4:02 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Chair 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Vice Chair- absent  

Councilmember Carol Wood, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Eric Brewer, Council Internal Auditor 
Brett Kaschinske, Parks & Recreation Director 
Angela Bennett, Finance Director- arrived at 4:03 p.m. 
Joseph Abood, Chief Deputy City Attorney 
Todd Heywood, Lansing City Pulse 
Kathy Miles 
Elaine Womboldt 
Judith Felice 
Mary Stanford 
Elo Wittig 
Bethany Styer 
Ryan Smith 
Harold Leeman 
Dale Schrader 
Kathleen Badgley 
Brian Lum 
 
Discussion/Action 
Ormond Park 
Council Member Washington explained to the public the purpose of this meeting was to find out 
where the financing for the road in Ormond Park entrance was coming from and where the 
direction for the plan was going. 
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Public Comment on Agenda Items 
Mr. Schrader acknowledged it was not in his neighborhood, but voiced a concern about the loss 
of the parks.  
 
Mr. Smith voiced his concern with the entrance and road proposed through Ormond Park, and 
questioned the legality of the process and if it would still be classified as a park if the majority of 
it is turned into a driveway. 
 
Mr. Wittig acknowledged he visited the park for the first time this past weekend, and spoke to a 
local resident at the park who is in opposition to the road. 
 
Ms. Styer a resident from Green Street in the neighborhood that abuts Osmond Park spoke in 
opposition to the road going through the park. 
 
Ms. Felice spoke in opposition to the road through Ormond Park stating her belief that it was 
deliberately done as a last minute to avoid dealing with the community. 
 
Ms. Womboldt spoke in opposition to the proposed road through Ormond Park. 
 
Ms. Stanford spoke as a resident near Ormond Park, stating she spoke in support of keeping 
the park as it is with no entrance for Groesbeck Golf Course at that location. 
 
Ms. Badgley spoke as a resident that broaders Ormond Park and voiced her concerns that the 
park is dedicated, inquired to any restrictions and acquisitions, and concluded by asking Council 
to pass a resolution to halt construction. 
 
Ms. Miles spoke in support of all comments stated so far. 
 
Mr. Leeman reminded the Committee of the process that was done in the past by Council at the 
same park where they took public comment for the full body to hear and it was held. 
 
Mr. Lum asked the Committee to pursue steps to go through a transparent process. 
 
Ormond Park 
Council Member Washington began the conversation outlining what was known at this time, and 
clarifying that Council was not made aware of the project at any time until the neighborhood 
informed them of the progress.   
 
The details in the Park Board minutes from March 8, 2017 noted the cost budgeted for the road 
through Ormond Park would be $385,000 making an accessible and visible entrance to 
Groesbeck Golf Course.  In the CIP ranking of the project at the Park Board there were only 3 
board members who wanted the access road.   
 
Council Member Washington then listed questions for the Administration which included where 
was the funds coming from, where were these funds in the budget, who did the Administration 
talk to in the neighborhood, who wants it, and who is implementing it.  Also added was the 
question on why additional signage was not considered before a road through the park was 
decided.   
 
Council Member Washington reminded the Administration that during the budget the Council 
was told that Lansing residents do not golf, and so that is why the golf course management was 
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moving to LEPFA to get more usage, but now Council is being told that a road through a 
residential park is needed because there is too much traffic on the residential streets.  Lastly, 
Council Member Washington asked two more questions, if there is a liquor license for the 
course and whose authority is this coming under.     
 
Council Member Wood had no questions at this time, she wanted to hear responses from the 
Administration. 
 
Ms. Bennett provided answers to some of the questions, beginning by stating the $380,000 was 
available from park millage funds from FY2016/2017 and it will also include approximately 
$5,000 for project design.   
 
Council Member Wood reminded Ms. Bennett that during the budget Council was told there was 
$250,000 in the current budget in carry forward.  Ms. Bennett clarified that there is available 
funding at $380,000 which is CIP funds and Council does not have to approve those carry 
forward transactions.   
 
Council Member Washington asked if park millage can be used for roads, and Mr. Kaschinske 
noted that in the parks millage there were references to “paving items” and design funds. 
 
Council Member Wood asked how the priority of the projects is determined.  Mr. Kaschinske 
referred to the pacer ratings the perform on all asphalt trails and parking lots, and then those 
results are taken into consideration for the projects under “parks paving”.  They have received 
estimates on Foster Community Center parking lot, the Bancroft loop and have done paving in 
the cemeteries.  The funds for those fall under the paving account.  The Foster and Bancroft 
projects will fall in next fiscal year.   
 
Council Member Wood asked if the Ormond project was not done this year if they could address 
Foster paving instead.  Mr. Kaschinske admitted they plan to do both.   Ms. Bennett 
acknowledged there was $380,116 in this fiscal year, and the amount will also include design 
funds.   
 
Council Member Washington asked about potential projects at Gier, Sycamore and Alfreda 
Schmidt South Side Community Center.  Mr. Kaschinske pointed out that that Alfreda Schmidt 
Community Center is on school property, and added that they look at all parking lots.   
 
Council Member Wood asked about the grants from the County for the trails, so why not put 
dollars into the trails to open them all up.  Mr. Kaschinske confirmed all of the River Trail is 
open, and reminded the group that the voters did not agree to put this amount towards the River 
Trail from the millage. 
 
Council Member Wood pointed out to all present that the intent of the budget is to have 
information provided as part of CIP, and Council is given information on all projects.  Ormond 
Park was never part of that information provided to them.  Law was asked if the money can be 
spent without Council approval.  Mr. Abood reiterated an earlier statement that the funds put 
towards the entrance to Ormond Park are CIP carry forwards, which do not need Council 
approval.  He added that it is not a legal question, and there is no fact on why something was or 
wasn’t discussed.   
 
Council Member Wood then asked Mr. Kaschinske why Ormond Park was never discussed 
during the Groesbeck Golf Course with LEPFA during the budget.  Mr. Kaschinske stated that 
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Parks discussed it in the 5 year Master Plan, and was presented to the Park Board as part of 3 
options.  Two of the options would be off Wood Road coming in at $2 million and $4 million. 
Those were vetted at the Park Board meeting, and there was also discussion on the project at 
the past board meetings and during the Master Plan meetings.   
 
Council Member Wood stated her understanding that there was a decision to move forward, but 
Council was not privileged to it.  Ms. Bennett added to the discussion that there were 
discussions in the past in general with no specific amounts or parks.   
 
The Committee asked if there was money already spent on this project.  Mr. Kaschinske stated 
that C2AE was hired for the design work and they were the ones that created the three (3) 
proposals.  These three (3) proposals were presented at the public Parks Board meetings.  
Council Member Washington asked staff who made the final decision on this proposal.  Mr. 
Kaschinske confirmed the Administration made the decision and it is part of the overall plan of 
Groesbeck Golf Course.  This will include closing access to the course from Maryland, Otto, and 
Sheldon.  They have not received any records of any accidents, but it will make it safer in those 
areas.   
 
Council Member Washington voiced her frustration for the neighborhood that have been 
effected by the changes with Bancroft Park, the change of management of Groesbeck Golf 
Course to LEPFA and now the changes in Ormond Park. 
 
Mr. Brewer pointed out that there is $75,000 in CIP for FY2018 for Groesbeck decking, the 
mentioned $385,000 of CIP carryforward, and the $600,000 subsidy for Groesbeck. He 
suggested they increase the revenue at the Course. 
 
Council Member Wood asked why the project could not halt and allow for community input.  Mr. 
Kaschinske stated they did get input during the Master Plan presentations, during the Park 
Board meetings at three different times, and during the overall plan of Groesbeck Golf Course.  
The Park Board saw the project options during their CIP discussions and votes and this was 
voted on by the Park Board for ranking in how important they thought it was.  It came in 3rd on 
the list with the patio with pavilion or tent at Groesbeck in 4th place.  Council Member 
Washington noted to Mr. Kaschinske that she spoke to Park Board members and they were not 
aware of this. 
 
Council Member Wood stepped away from the 4:47 p.m. 

 
Council Member Washington voiced her frustration on the lack of transparency from the 
Administration and the need for compromise for everyone to win. 
 
Council Member Wood returned to the meeting at 4:48 p.m. 

 
Council Member Washington asked the staff present if there was a way to halt the process and 
create a win-win for everyone involved. 
 
Ms. Felice asked Mr. Abood if the road was to go through Ormond, and the course does go to 
LEPFA, if the park land can be retained in the Parks and Recreation Department.  Council 
Member Wood answered the question by clarifying that with the contract, the park will remain 
with the Parks and Recreation Department, and LEPFA will have a contract to manage the 
facility.   
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Council Member Washington explained to the public that there was no RFP, no business plan or 
plan presented to Council on this recent proposal and Council did to know until the budget came 
before them about the contract with LEPFA. 
 
Council Member Wood stepped away from the meeting at 4:51 p.m. 
 
Ms. Badgley pointed out that in the Park Master Plan Ormond Park was listed as one of 5 major 
goals, and when the public was asked how they wanted park millage money spent, it was for 
preservation, nature centers, more park land, and more playgrounds.  She added, that on the 
list it was #14 out of 15 items, a golf course was acknowledged. 
 
Council Member Wood returned to the meeting at 4:52 p.m. 
 
Ms. Stanford asked if the golfers were asked about the entrances. Mr. Kaschinske stated in their 
surveys, it was asked and is in the current survey.  The new entrance is proposed for safety 
reason, because currently there is access on 4 residential streets; Ormond, Sheldon, Otto and 
Maryland.  There is a concern with traffic on those streets to they want to close those accesses 
and create a dedicated entrance.  Ms. Stanford was asked for traffic calming on the existing 
streets instead, and she was referred to Public Service for those changes. 
 
Mr. Wittig spoke on behalf of the residents on Otto, Sheldon and Maryland that want the park to 
stay as is. 
 
Ms. Bennett noted that there were funds from FY15/16 in the paving fund that was carried 
forward.  Council Member Wood asked for a detailed list of all dollars carried forward and the 
projects they were for and the balances.   
 
Council Member Washington directed Mr. Brewer to assist in gathering the information, and 
include in the information details on why such a large carryforward.  Mr. Kaschinske provided 
examples of projects that come in under budget so there are funds that can be carried forward 
for future projects, or projects that do not get done because they were granted supported and 
the grant was not awarded or approved. 
 
Council Member Washington asked when the project through Ormond Park would start, and Mr. 
Kaschinske stated they have not received any bids back, so they do not have a start date.  
Council Member Washington encouraged staff to go back to the Administration to see what 
other options can be done and seek out community input. 
 
Ms. Womboldt stated her opposition to the lack of details on the funding process. 
 
Council Member Washington concluded by reminding all staff present that tax dollars are being 
spent on something the residents do not want. 
 
ADJOURN 
Adjourn at 5:02 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on________________ 
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MINUTES 

Committee on Ways and Means 
June 6, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m.  

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 3:32 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Chair 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Vice Chair- absent 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Mindy Biladeau, Downtown Development Authority 
Chief Talifarro 
Denise Estee 
Lynne Meade 
Brett Kaschinske, Parks and Recreation Director 
Heather Sumner, Assistant City Attorney 
Joseph Abood, Chief Deputy City Attorney –arrived at 4:25 p.m. 

 
Minutes 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM MAY 22, 2017 
AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Minutes from May 31, 2017 will be addressed at the next meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Estee asked to be added on the agenda under “Other” to talk about the May 22, 2017 
Legacy Report and also about her continued concerns on the Teamster 580 Retirees and 2004 
Tie Bar issued. 
 
Discussion/Action 
RESOLUTION – Proposed Fees for Marshall Park Sand Volleyball 
Council Member Washington pulled the item off the agenda, and asked Mr. Kaschinske if he 
had any comments.  Mr. Kaschinske informed the Committee that it was put in after the budget 
was presented, and they are looking to partner with MARVA, a local volleyball association.  He 
noted that currently the revenues of the courts do not cover the cost of the material that is 
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needed for the courts.  Mr. Kaschinske added that they are currently looking into entering into 
an agreement with the volleyball association to run the courts. 
 
Council Member Washington informed Mr. Kaschinske that she would be pulling the resolution 
until further notice because she had serious questions on the funds and fees with the Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
 
RESOLUTION – Set the Public Hearing for the Principal Shopping District (PSD) Assessment 
for FY2018 to FY2020 
Ms. Biladeau explained that the PSD was established in 1996, with no increase since then.  
Their determination would be that with the rate of inflation currently it could be a 55% increase, 
so the Board is recommending 3% increase for district A over the 3 years, totaling 9% from 
2018-2020.  District A is the Downtown area and B and C would remain status quo, but the 
Board will review for renewal again every 3 years. 
 
Council Member Washington asked for the subsidy given to Downtown Inc. in the budget, 
besides the $100,000 for wayfinding signage, and asked if this 3% annually for the next (3) 
years will cut into that subsidy and will then require a lower amount of subsidy.  Ms. Bennett and 
Mr. Brewer were not able to provide the numbers at this time. 
 
Ms. Biladeau explained that after researching they could not find any information on why it had 
been 21 years since the last assessment, but the assessment costs do cover maintenance for 
downtown, such as removing the trash from the 80 public trash can, sidewalk clearing, and 
beautification.   
 
Council Member Wood asked Ms. Bennet for a detailed account of how much of the 
assessment the City is paying on their City owned properties within the A District.  Council 
Member Washington also reiterated her earlier question on the subsidy and asked Council staff 
to follow up if there was no response by Tuesday, June 13th. 
 
After a discussion on when the hearing would be held, and when the assessment would appear 
on the taxes, it was clarified by Ms. Bennett that the assessment would be on the Winter bill and 
that deadline is October 31st.  
 
Council Member Wood asked if they notify the property owners, and Ms. Bennett and Ms. 
Biladeau both confirmed that the Clerk’s office notifies the owners of the hearing. 
  
Council Member Washington encouraged Ms. Biladeau to hold discussion with her Board on 
gradual increases instead of waiting so many years. 
 
Council Member Washington moved the agenda item to the June 20th meeting to set the 
hearing, since the assessments will not go on the taxes until the Winter 2017 taxes.  The item 
was put on pending in expectation of receiving the information requested from Ms. Bennett and 
Finance. 
 
Sole Source Purchase; Plante Moran Initiative Planning Study, Fire Department 
Chief Talifarro detailed to the Committee that this project was Phase 2 of the 2012 study, and in 
that study they reviewed and determined regionalism and consolidation.  Based on the Phase 1 
they have begun training and special tactical teams, along with certifications for grants.  The 
next step is to obtain formal agreements to proceed on an analysis with the six (6) Departments, 
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those being Lansing, Meridian, East Lansing, Delta, Delhi and Lansing Township.  These 
Departments share responsibilities, but each municipality responds to their areas.   
 
Council Member Washington asked if the noted $31,500 was the cost to Lansing and if any 
other municipality paid.  Chief Talifarro confirmed that currently the only two entities in the 
program are the City of Lansing and the City of East Lansing, and they also pay $31,500.  If the 
structure of the program is agreed upon by the other 4 Departments they will also contibute. 
 
Council Member Washington pointed out to Staff that when the City decided to agree to share 
the Fire Chief, Council was told it was a year trial period and they would come back to Council 
after that year for review, discussion and future determination.  She noted to Chief Talifarro and 
Ms. Bennett that that process did not happen.  Council Member Washington stated she would 
pursue that issue with the new Mayor in January 2018. 
 
Council Member Wood asked where the sole source of $31,500 was listed in the budget.  Ms. 
Bennett stated it was within the Fire Department, but she could not provide the exact line item.  
Council Member Wood then informed the Committee that she had spoken to Mark Meadows 
from East Lansing in February, and he informed her that the City of Lansing was not paying, 
and it did not appear in the budget this year either she noted.  
 
Ms. Bennett stated the dollars are in the FY2017 Fire Operating Budget Funds.  Chief Talifarro 
stated his understanding was that East Lansing required Council approval, and the way the 
document was presented the City of Lansing City Council did not have to approve.  Council 
Member Wood asked if there were using public safety millage dollars.  Chief Talifarro assured 
her that this had nothing to do with the millage.   
 
Chief Talifarro stated he would email the 2012 study to Council Staff to forward to the 
Committee. 
 
MOTON BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO PLACE THE SOLE SOURCE FROM PLANTE 
MORAN FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT INITIATIVE PLANNING STUDY ON FILE.  MOTION 
CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Sole Source Purchase; Segal Waters Consulting Group, Human Resources 
Ms. Riley was not present and Council Staff was asked to request her presence at the next 
meeting, June 20, 2017.  This agenda item was moved to the next meeting on June 20, 2017. 
 
Chief Talifarro stated he would email the 2012 report once he gets back to his office due to 
technical difficulty in the room, however wanted the Committee to know his understanding was 
that he was present to review it with the Committee and as a Sole Source he was not asking for 
approval.  Council Member Washington acknowledged his statement. 
 
OTHER 
Ms. Estee referred the Committee to the FHT Legacy report of May 11, 2016 and presented 
pages from the document to them.  She then noted her opinion that in regards to the health care 
issue and Teamster retiree benefit summary, that information given to the consultant was 
incorrect and inaccurate.   
 
Ms. Meade added that in the report the retirees that paid for their health care, their dollar 
amount maximum was incorrect in the report.  They should be $125, $225 and $325, but they 
are not noted that way in this study.   Ms. Bennett attempted to explain that the information was 
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actuarial information, and they have to disclose their governing document, and the reports 
disclose that. The previous reports were general, and by the current actuary they did speak and 
agreed upon assumptions going forward.   
 
Council Member Washington asked how they came up with the 2004 figure.  Ms. Bennett noted 
it is current City policy that the date in which a retiree retires, follows active employees.   
 
Council Member Wood asked for a copy of that contract that states that, from Ms. Bennett.  Ms. 
Meade added to the conversation that back to 1982 the contracts say it follows actives, and 
addresses the “plan” but it never made mention on the monetary value.  Her opinion was that in 
2010 there was a unilateral change and they decided to retro back to 2004 and no agreement 
with Union was made what so ever. 
 
Ms. Estee then outlined her second topic of discussion, the 2004 tie-bar.  Ms. Estee went 
through the timeline for Council Member Washington that was spent with the Retirement Board 
in 2014 who could not assist them, then onto the Council Internal Auditor who referred them to 
the Committee on Ways and Means in 2014.  Ms. Estee spent 2015-2016 in Committee 
meetings asking for their assistance in having the City Attorney determine and provide 
information on retiree health care.  Ms. Estee concluded that in the end of 2016 she expected a 
written report, but was advised as the Committee was that there was no memo from Ms. 
McIntyre the previous City Attorney in 2015-2016 that spoke to this.  At this time Ms. Estee was 
asking to be a continual reoccurring topic of discussion on the Committee agenda until her 
issues are addressed.   
 
Council Member Washington asked for a timeline on the process, and also times to review a 
document that Ms. Estee presented to the Committee. 
 
Mr. Abood asked who Ms. Meade was representing.  Ms. Meade answered that she was 
representing language in the contract, and Ms. Estee stated to Mr. Abood she was a present as 
a retiree and understands that Unions do not represent retirees. 
 
Council Member Washington informed Council Staff to add the requested topic to the upcoming 
agendas. 
 
ADJOURN 
Adjourn at 4:30 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on________________ 
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MINUTES 

Committee on Ways and Means 
June 20, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m.  

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Chair 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Vice Chair 

Councilmember Carol Wood, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Angie Bennett, Finance Director 
Joe Abood, Chief Deputy City Attorney 
Randy Hannan, Mayors Executive Assistant 
Denise Estee 
Steve Maloney 
Lynne Meade 
Kathy Miles 
Jon Miles 
Mr. Brownlee 
Debbie Mikula, Lansing Arts Council 
Robert Engle 
Isobel McCallum 
Mindy Biladeau, DDA 
Eric Brewer, Council Internal Auditor 
 
Minutes 
Action on the minutes from May 31 and June 6 were moved to the next meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
Public comment held during each agenda item and no public comment at this time. 
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Discussion/Action 
RESOLUTION – Set the Public Hearing for the Principal Shopping District (PSD) Assessment 
for FY2018 to FY2020 
Council Member Washington explained the item was continuation from the last meeting, and the 
Committee was waiting on information.  Ms. Bennett answered earlier questions, but stating that 
the Downtown Lansing Inc subsidy for 2018 is $138,805 which does not include the $100,000 
for wayfinding signs.  Ms. Bennett answered the second pending question, which was 
information on the amount of the special assessment on the City properties in the district, which 
totaled $74,943.  Those properties include City Hall, parking ramps, the river trail and parks.  
Ms. Biladeau recapped for the Committee that the renewal is for 3 years for District A only, and 
it will be 3% each year for 3 years.  Council Member Wood asked for a list of the properties. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO SET THE PUBLC HEARING FOR JULY 31ST 
FOR THE PSD ASSESSMENT FOR DISTRICT A FOR FY 2018-FY2020.  MOTION CARRIED 
3-0.  
 
RESOLUTION – Grant Acceptance; National Endowment for the Arts 
Ms. Mikula informed the Committee of the timeline, with the submittal over the last two year, 
after applying for multiple grants and being denied, they were able to secure the for the design 
aspect for a permanent stage and re-evaluation of the green space at Adado Riverfront Park.  
Through the process they found that many organizations that utilize the park have large 
expenses on renting and installing a stage facility.  With this grant they are awarded $40,000 for 
a 2-year grant with the grant cycle ending May, 2018, and a City match of $40,000.   
 
Mr. Hannan added to the presentation that there are three activities that will be funded.  Those 
include the hydrological evaluation because of the park location in a flood plan, what can be 
built that close proximity to the river, and with the DNR as the regulatory agency, they will 
require a consultant to do modeling on what surface area can be displaced and not run afoul of 
the runway. The second activity is a conceptual design for a stage.  This project will include two 
community charrettes, and then the end product would be a conceptual design.   If the stake 
holders are in agreement, the last activity would be researching on how to fund it.  This could be 
applying for additional grants and financial model in sustaining in it.  Overall, Mr. Hannan stated 
this is to see what can be done in the space, include community engagement, and result in not 
just a stage but the immediate surroundings and potentially look at flood management. 
 
Council Member Wood asked where the City match was coming from, and Ms. Bennett stated 
there is a line item for grant matches it the budget.  It will not come from the Parks grant match.  
Council Member Wood asked the Administration present to also look into a sinking fund for the 
maintenance as they work on design and funding. 
 
Council Member Wood asked why if it was grant was awarded in May 2016 is Council was just 
hearing about it.  Mr. Hannan apologized accepted the blame stated they receive preliminary 
notification in May 2016, then reviewed it to see what they could do and also held conversations 
with the State on the flood plain.  Earlier in 2017 he was unavailable, and so it was not 
forwarded as it should have been.  Ms. Mikula did confirm that they were given and extension to 
May 2018 to do the charrettes and they hope to move forward on the process by selecting a 
design firm and coordinate the charrettes to occur in Fall 2017. 
 
Council Member Wood asked who the engineering firm was.  Ms. Mikula stated the engineering 
was not part of the grant they were awarded.  The $80,000 will cover the charrettes, conceptual 
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design and hydro design.  Mr. Hannan stated the group that did the sculpture at the City Market 
is the group they are using currently and he will provide that name to the Committee. 
 
Council Member Washington asked Mr. Hannan what the timeline for the project would be, and 
Mr. Hannan stated it would depend on the new administration, and on what comes out of the 
charrette.  Then there is the cost and creation of a financial model.  Sometimes the design and 
engineering is built into the construction budget. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO ACCEPT THE GRANT FOR THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS.  MOTION CARRED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 2016 Continuum of Care Homeless 
Assistance Programs Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) 
Council Member Washington acknowledged there was no representation from the HRCS 
Department to answer questions or provide information.  The Committee was asked for their 
decision on how to proceed.  Mr. Brewer had not comments.  The consensus was to act on the 
Resolution, with the condition that Dr. Joan Jackson Johnson provide information on if there are 
any items that are getting more, getting less or if there are new items. 
 
MOTION BY COUCNIL MEMBER DUNBAR TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (HUD) 2016 CONTINUUM OF CARE HOMELESS 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY (NFOA). 
 
Council Staff was directed to ask Dr. Jackson Johnson for the information before the Council 
requested action on June 26, 2017. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Sole Source Purchase; Segal Waters Consulting Group, Human Resources  
Ms. Riley was not present, so this agenda item was again moved to the next meeting.  Council 
Staff again sent an email to Ms. Riley with the next date of July 11th. 
 
OTHER 
Teamsters 580 Retiree Healthcare Coverage 
Ms. Estee submitted written comments for the record and recited them (attached).  Council 
Member Washington acknowledged the letter and reiterated from the last meeting that Council 
Member Wood was working on an update.  Council Member Wood was not able to provide an 
update at this time, but stated she would have it at the next meeting and will provide files of 
information for the Committee. 
 
Mr. Engle spoke in opposition to the work done thus far by the City.  He also confirmed he had 
sent letters in the past to the City Attorney and has never heard a response.  Mr. Engle 
concluded with his opinion that what was happening was illegal and wanted Council to 
investigate 
 
Council Member Washington admitted she too was perplexed with the lack of information that 
has extend for multiple years, and agreed it needed to be resolved by end of this calendar year.  
She then apologized for the delay and frustration, asking the retirees to be patient. 
 
Mr. Abood informed the Committee that he had spoken to City Attorney Smiertka and was 
asked to tell them that Law is doing is ongoing.  Mr. Abood admitted also to receiving requests 
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from Mr. Engle and Ms. Estee, and in the midst of his review and research for his memo, there 
was a change in direction and that is when Mr. Smiertka became City Attorney.   The Law office 
is researching the law and there are some attorneys in that office that have concerns, and the 
law does not support the memo by Ms. McIntyre that Ms. Estee refers to.  In addition he noted 
that Mr. Smiertka does not support the memo by Ms. McIntyre, and therefore Ms. Estee claims 
have been denied and any other claims that overlap with Ms. Estee claim will receive the same 
answer.  Council Member Washington asked for one final opinion and documents.  Mr. Abood 
stated that he City Attorney never plans to create a formal City Attorney opinion, but if a memo 
from Law that backs up the statements, Mr. Abood offered to ask Mr. Smiertka for it.  Council 
Member Washington asked it to be submitted by July 11th.  Mr. Abood could not guarantee that, 
therefore they were also offered the first Committee meeting in August, August 15th. 
 
Ms. Estee spoke again, asking not for a memo from Law about the law is, but wanted to know 
where the 2004 tie-bar language is and what is the significance of the tie-bar is, why was it done 
in 2010 and pre-dated to 2004 and lastly she asked why they took a group of retirees and split 
them in regards to their benefits.  Council Member Wood stated she had asked for a copy of the 
language from Ms. Bennett, and Ms. Bennett stated the language is available on the City 
Intranet in the CBA, and it is an attorney matter, not something in her duties.  Mr. Abood asked 
if the Committee was asking for the CBA from 2004, and Council Member Wood confirmed. 
 
Mr. Engle asked the Committee to look into the law at the time the contract was signed. 
 
Ms. Meade provided a history on the information she was provided but was not a participant in, 
but her opinion was that Mr. Colby, Ms. Thelen, Mr. Ambrose was at the table at which Mr. 
Colby then did a memo.  
 
Ms. Brownlee spoke as retiree and spoke in support of the frustration by retirees on what she 
believed is a breach of contract. 
 
Council Member Wood clarified that originally there were two situations, and the one in regards 
to the overcharges was resolved and those retirees were repaid. 
 
Mr. Abood asked for clarification that there are two things the City Attorney office does know, 
they know what the contract language says and what the law is, and that is what they will make 
their City Attorney opinion on at this point.   
 
Ms. McCallum, as a spouse of a retiree, spoke in opposition to what has occurred so far with the 
retiree benefits. 
 
ADJOURN 
Adjourn at 4:23 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on________________ 
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