
                                         
AGENDA 

Committee on Public Services  
Friday, April 7, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m. 

City Council Conference Room, City Hall 10th Floor 
 

 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Chair  
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member  
 
 

1) Call to Order 
 

2) Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

3) Minutes 

 March 17, 2017 
 

4) Discussion/Action: 
 

A.) RESOLUTION –Decertification of Vacated Street Segments, Removal of Act 
51 Street System 
 

B.) RESOLUTION – Dedication of Multipurpose Athletic Complex to Honor Willard 
Walker 

 
C.) RESOLUTION – Renaming of Westside Park to Rudy and Dorothy Wilson Park 

 
 

5) Adjourn 



DRAFT MINUTES 

 

  

  

 
MINUTES 

Committee on Public Service 
Friday, March 17, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m. 

City Hall, Conference Room, 10th Floor 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting called to order at 3:47 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member-excused 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Billie O’Berry, Assistant City Attorney 
Chris Swope, City Clerk 
Chris Mumby, Public Service 
Lisa Smith-Addiss, Public Service 
 
Minutes 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM MARCH 13, 
2017 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Public Comment 
No comments. 
 
Council Member Dunbar amended the agenda to address the Ordinance Introduction first. 
 
Discussion/Action: 
RESOLUTION – Set the Public Hearing; Ordinance Introduction;  
Special Assessment Notice Requirement Ordinance Amendment 
Mr. Swope outlined the proposed amendments which would change how the notices are 
mailed and published.  Mr. Swope informed the Committee that currently the State law does 
say the Clerk has to notify property owner, but does not require that it is published in the 
paper.  Therefore the Clerk’s office would like to amend the ordinance to reflect the minimum 
State requirements.  This would mean they will continue to mail the notice to the individual.  
Council Member Dunbar asked what the cost of publication was, and it was noted it could 
range from $100-$200 based on the subject.  
 



DRAFT MINUTES 

 

  

The Committee reviewed the proposed amendments and made changes to reflect a longer 
timeline before the hearing, reflected on page 4 “at least twelve days before the date of such 
hearing.”  The original proposed amendments removed details on the publication found on 
page 2, striking out (c ) (1) after “before the roll is confirmed.” through (2) on page 3.   The 
details of the notice were then added to the ordinance on 4, at the end of item (2) after “Notice 
given under this subsection shall comply with any mandatory statutory provision governing the 
same.”   
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO 
INTRODUCE AND SET THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR APRIL 10, 2017, WITH THE 
AMENDMENTS TO ADDRESS DETAILS OF THE NOTICE  TO ITEM (c) (2) AND 
CHANGING THE TIME LINE OF NOTIFICATION FROM 10 DAYS TO 12 DAYS.  MOTION 
CARRIED 2-0. 
 
RESOLUTION –Sidewalk Snow Removal Assessment 
Mr. Mumby and Ms. Smith-Addiss went through the packet of information which included 
aerial photos of the appealed cases, along with the compliance timeline for each one.  
Included in the information was a detail on the weather during the dates of the violations. 
 
2115 Vassar Drive 
Mr. Mumby noted the timeline on the property for the violation, which was filed and cleared by 
the contractor within 3 days, which was 2 days after the notice was left.  Council Member 
Dunbar did ask for the before photos that were requested in previous years.  Mr. Mumby 
confirmed they did not have them at this meeting. 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO DENY THE APPEAL AT 2115 VASSAR DRIVE 
FOR THE AMOUNT OF $149.00.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Council Member Wood asked if a letter would be sent to inform the claimant it was denied by 
Committee and voted on at Council on March 27th.  After discussions, and information 
provided by Public Service that two notices have been sent to attend this meeting and the 
public hearing on March 13th, it was determined a notice would be sent after Council when it is 
finalized.  Ms. Boak and Ms. Smith-Addiss both confirmed emails were sent from both offices 
on March 14th informing them of this meeting. 
 
606 N Hayford Avenue 
The Committee read the claimants email, which stated he saw the notice and cleared the 
sidewalk.  The photos presented by Public Service representing what was done by the 
contractor. 
The Committee discussed with Mr. Mumby when the bill will be sent and when they can 
appeal to the Tax Tribunal.  Mr. Mumby noted that a notice with the amount of the proposed 
assessment is sent, then a bill after the roll is ratified informing they can appeal to the Tax 
Tribunal before it goes on their taxes. 
Council Member Dunbar asked if they post the property the same day they get the complaint.  
Mr. Mumby admitted his department makes every attempt to do so, and that the Inspectors do 
have City Works in their vehicles so they can see when a complaint gets filed. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO DENY THE CLAIM AT 606 N HAYFORD 
AVENUE FOR THE AMOUNT OF $149.00.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
120 S. Clemens Avenue 
Ms. Smith referred to the weather at the time of the clearing, where the property owner cited 
something different then what the staff found on Underground Weather site.  The Committee 
reviewed the photos which appeared to show some clearing, but not the complete areas in 



DRAFT MINUTES 

 

  

question.  Council Member Dunbar asked that the dates of the photos be added to the copies 
of the photos Council receives. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO DENY THE CLAIM AT 120 S CLEMENS 
AVENUE FOR THE AMOUNT OF $149.00.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
513 W. Ionia Street 
Mr. Mumby detailed the business property, and also referred to the breakdown of the 
complaint which shows it was cleared 3 days after the complaint.  The owner’s photos were 
taken after a second snowfall when they did truly clear the sidewalks. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO DENY THE CLAIM AT 513 W IONIA STREET 
FOR THE AMOUNT OF $149.00. MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
2119 S. Rundle Avenue 
Mr. Mumby went through the timeline on the property from the time the complaint was called 
in, until it was cleared.  Council Member Dunbar referenced an email from the complaint who 
stated she never saw the notice because she does not live in Lansing.  Ms. Smith-Addiss 
stated the department does offer a program where the property owners can sign up for 
notifications on all the tagged properties.  She would forward that information onto this owner 
as an option to consider for the future.  Mr. Mumby stated he would also inquire into posting 
that information on the website. 
 
Council Member Wood asked if this property was a repeat offender, and if any of the violations 
on the roll were.  Mr. Mumby confirmed he did not check the entire roll, but out of the appeals, 
they were not repeat offenders. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO DENY THE CLAIM AT 2119 S RUNDLE 
AVENUE FOR THE AMOUNT OF $289.00.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
220 Paris Avenue 
The Committee reviewed the timeline from the complaint until it was cleared, checked the 
weather details and the photos.  The Committee reviewed the hand written note by the 
complant regarding their situation. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBE WOOD TO DENY THE CLAIM AT 220 PARIS AVENUE FOR 
THE AMOUNT OF $149.00.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
1116 Poxson Avenue 
Mr. Mumby acknowledged that the department reviewed the complaint and the appeal and 
determined it should not appear on the roll. 
 
ADJOURN   
The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak 
Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved:_____________________ 
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BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SERVICES 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

 
STREET DECERTIFICATION 

 
WHEREAS, the Public Service Department updates the Public Street System in 
accordance with Public Act 51 of 1951, which requires that streets that are no longer 
public streets be decertified and removed from the Act 51 Street System; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Public Service Department has identified street segments that were 
previously vacated in accordance with City Council approval; and 
 
WHEREAS, these vacated street segments are no longer public streets, so they must 
be decertified and removed from the Act 51 Street System; and 
 
WHEREAS, the street segments to be decertified are: 
 

Parker Street from Park View Street to the south dead end for a total 
decertification length of 111 feet; 
 
Hapeman Street from Hyland Street to the south dead end for a total 
decertification length of 37 feet; 
 
Creston Street from Thomas Street to the south dead end for a total 
decertification length of 148 feet; 
 
East Howe Avenue from 7th Avenue to the east dead end for a total 
decertification length of 185 feet; and 
 
Theodore Street from Jenison Avenue to the east dead end for a total 
decertification length of 116 feet. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby authorizes the 
decertification of a total of 597 feet from the Act 51 Street System. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Act 51 Street System be updated to reflect these 
changes. 
 



 

 

 

BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SERVICE 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

 
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Lansing that a public hearing be set for 
Monday, May 15, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in City Council Chamber, Tenth Floor, Lansing City 
Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan, for the purpose of approving or 
opposing the: 
 
 Naming the sports complex at Risdale Park the “Willard K. Walker Stadium” 
  



BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SERVICE 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING  

 
WHEREAS, Willard K. Walker has been a resident of Lansing, Michigan for forty-five 

(45) years; and 

WHEREAS, Willard served in the United States Army from August 1953 to September 

1956, receiving an honorable discharge; and 

WHEREAS, Willard served on the Lansing Board of Police Commissioners for 

seventeen (17) years from 1986 to 2003; and 

WHEREAS, Willard received two (2) Masters Degrees from Michigan State University in 

Labor and Industrial Relations and Urban Counseling; and 

WHEREAS, Willard served as a Director of the City of Lansing Human Relations and 

Community Services Department for four (4) years, and as a Commissioner on Race 

and Diversity for four (4) years; and 

WHEREAS, in 1974 Willard was voted Outstanding Board Member by the Greater 

Lansing Urban League; and  

WHEREAS, in 1978 Willard co-lead work for the creation of the Kappa Youth Football 

Team; and 

WHEREAS, in 1986 Willard received the Key to the City from Mayor Terry J. McKane; 

and  

WHEREAS, in 1986 Willard also received the Distinguished Service Award from the 

United Negro College Fund’s Greater Lansing Black Greek Alumni Council; and he 

successfully labored to get Dr. Martin Luther King Day a formal holiday in Lansing, 

Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, in 1989 Willard received the Directors Leadership Award from Doug Ross; 

and  

WHEREAS, in 1992 Willard received the Frederick Douglas Award from the National 

Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club; and  

WHEREAS, in 1993 Willard was responsible for the partnership with the Lansing School 

District, Michigan State University, and the State of Michigan’s creation of The Young 

Spartans Program; and 



WHEREAS, in 1994 Willard received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Michigan 

Department of Commerce for his services and contributions to Forest View Elementary 

students; and 

WHEREAS, in 1995 Willard received the Monty Award from the Lansing School District 

Parent Support Network; and 

WHEREAS, in 1996 Willard joined the Lansing School District Mentoring Program; and 

WHEREAS, in 1997 Willard had served 27 years with the State of Michigan’s Michigan 

Jobs Commission Office of Workplace Development; and  

WHEREAS, in 2003 Willard chaired and formed the original committee to promote Race 

and Diversity, not only in the City of Lansing, but in the entire Tri-County and 

surrounding areas; and  

WHEREAS, in 2004 Willard received the President’s Award from the American Society 

for Public Administration-Michigan Capital Area Chapter, for outstanding commitment to 

the People of Michigan; and  

WHEREAS, in 2007 Willard received an Appreciation for Commitment to Social Justice 

Award from the Greater Lansing Area Commission on Race and Diversity; and 

WHEREAS, in 2010 Willard received The Mover and Shaker Award from the Ingham 

County Initiative; and  

WHEREAS, Willard’s lifetime of excellence, service, dedication and generosity to the 

residents and youth of the City of Lansing is limitless; and 

WHEREAS, the Memorial Review Board agreed to defer the decision to the Park Board; 

and 

WHEREAS, at the regular January 11, 2017 Park Board meeting the board members 

approved with a 7 to 0 vote to recognize Willard Walker’s contribution to the Lansing 

community by naming the sports complex at Risdale Park the Willard K. Walker 

Stadium; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Lansing City Council hereby approves 

naming the newly constructed sports complex at Risdale Park the Willard K.  Walker 

Stadium. 

      







 

 

 

BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SERVICE 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

 
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Lansing that a public hearing be set for 
Monday, May 15, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in City Council Chamber, Tenth Floor, Lansing City 
Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan, for the purpose of approving or 
opposing the: 
 
 Renaming Westside Park to “Rudolph and Dorothy Wilson Park”  



BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SERVICE 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

 

WHEREAS, Rudolph Valentino “Rudy” and Dorothy Jean  “Dot” Wilson have been long 

time tireless leaders, mentors and servants as residents of Lansing; and 

WHEREAS, Rudy and Dot were strong community pillars both active in many affiliations 

receiving awards and recognition of their dedication for the betterment of Lansing 

residents; and 

WHEREAS, Rudy and Dot were involved with the Youth Development Corporation, 

Black Child and Family Institute, Greater Lansing Chapter of the National Caucus and 

Center on Black Aged, Tri-County Office on Aging to promote the health and well-being 

of the elderly, and worked diligently to make positive changes in their community; and 

WHEREAS, Rudy and Dot contributed to the beautification and development of the 

neighborhood as active members of the Westside Neighborhood Association, which 

played a significant role in the safety and quality of life for its residents; and  

WHEREAS, Rudy, earlier in life, worked with Boy Scouts of America; was a trailblazer 

as the first African American salaried employee of General Motors Oldsmobile 

Chemistry Lab; the first African American on the Ingham Intermediate School District 

Board, Community Mental Health Board, and served on the Lansing Fire Commission.  

Rudy was a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Sigma Upsilon Chapter; and 

WHEREAS, Dot made a profound impact through her work and community service with 

YWCA’s Girls Reserve and Girls Scouts of America. She worked for Lincoln Community 

Center (now known as Letts Community Center), United Way, March of Dimes, and 

Mothers’ March on Infantile Paralysis, Parent Teacher Association Council, Voter 

Registration, Links, Inc., and a volunteer at Sparrow Hospital. Dot was a bookkeeper for 

UAW Local 652; and 

WHEREAS, Dot was a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Links, Inc. and a 

Founding member of Les Meres et Debutantes. 

WHEREAS, Rudy and Dot both worked as relentless crusaders for the less fortunate 

and youth in their community. Their concerns for the human condition and social justice 

lead them to fight for fair housing prices, equal opportunity in employment and 

accommodations.  They consistently were actively involved in the NAACP Lansing 

Charter advocating for equality and justice; and  

WHEREAS, the Memorial Review Board agreed to defer the decision to the Park Board; 

and 



WHEREAS, at the regular January 13, 2016 Park Board meeting the board members 

approved with a 7 to 0 vote to support the Mayor’s request to rename Westside Park to 

the Rudy and Dorothy Wilson Park; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Lansing City Council hereby approves 

renaming Westside Park to the Rudolph and Dorothy Wilson Park. 

     Approved for Placement on 
     City Council Agenda: 
 
      
     City Attorney 
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