
                                         
AGENDA 

Committee on Public Services  
Friday, March 17, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m. 

City Council Conference Room, City Hall 10th Floor 
 

 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Chair  
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member  
 
 

1) Call to Order 
 

2) Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

3) Minutes 

 March 13, 2017 
 

4) Discussion/Action: 
 

A.) RESOLUTION –Sidewalk Snow Removal Assessment 
 

B.) RESOLUTION – Set the Public Hearing; Ordinance Introduction;  
Special Assessment Notice Requirement Ordinance Amendment 
 
 

5) Adjourn 



DRAFT MINUTES 

 

  

  

 
MINUTES 

Committee on Public Service 
Monday, March 13, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m.  

City Hall, Conference Room, 10th Floor 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting called to order at 5:05 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Jim Smiertka, City Attorney 
Brandon Waddell, Assistant City Attorney 
 
Public Comment 
No comments. 
 
Discussion/Action: 
RESOLUTION – Setting of a Public Hearing; Glenburne Commons Annual Maintenance 
The Committee reviewed the resolution based on the meeting which set the public hearing, 
corrected the timeline to reflect a calendar year instead of July 2016 to July 2017, and spoke 
to an earlier survey, which was addressed by Law by stating that the 2016 resolution did not 
make the survey mandatory.  It was noted that at the March 3rd meeting it was determined if a 
survey was done and was not paid for, there was no active association to invoice currently. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO SET THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
MARCH 27TH FOT THE GLENBURNE COMMONS ANNUAL MAINTENANCE. 
 
The Committee then discussed costs for administration fees.  The resolution was corrected to 
add the word “estimated” to the third “Be It Further Resolved”. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO AMEND HER PREVIOUS MOTION TO 
INCLUDE THE ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE OF “ESTIMATED” IN THE THIRD “BE IT 
FURTHER RESOLVED”.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
 
 



DRAFT MINUTES 

 

  

Minutes 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM MARCH 3, 
2017 WITH THE CORRECTIONS TO PAGE 3 REMOVING “S” AFTER “THURSDAY AND 
FRIDAY”.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0 
 
 
ADJOURN   
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak 
Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved:_____________________ 
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SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL 2016-2017 SNOW REMOVAL 

 

The City Council will hold a Public Hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of City Hall, 
Lansing, Michigan on Monday, March 13, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. to review, prior to confirmation, 
said assessment roll, and consider any complaints or objections that there may be with respect 
to this improvement or the assessment. 
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Lansing City Clerk’s Office
Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI  48933-1695

517-483- -377-0068 FAX

March 10, 2017

President and Members of the Lansing City Council
10th Floor, City Hall
Lansing, MI 48933

Dear Councilmembers:

I request your consideration of the attached proposed ordinance to eliminate the 
publication requirement for special assessment public hearings. Affected property 
owners would still receive notice of special assessment public hearings.

MCL 271.741 et. seq. establish state law requirements for special assessments. State 
law has requirement for notice to property owners, but no requirement of publication in a 
newspaper. http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-162-of-1962

The Lansing City Charter has no requirement of publication for special assessments.

Sincerely,

Chris Swope, CMC
Lansing City Clerk

Chris Swope
Lansing City Clerk



[30919:2:20170224:112407]

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE

________ introduced:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan to amend Chapter 1026, Special 
Assessments, Section 1026.06, Assessment Procedure, to eliminate the 
requirement that notice be published in a daily newspaper of the City.

The Ordinance is referred to the ___________

RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING
BY __________

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF LANSING, that a public hearing be set 
for ______ at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 124 
W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering An Ordinance of the City 
of Lansing, Michigan to amend Chapter 1026, Special Assessments, Section 1026.06, 
Assessment Procedure, to eliminate the requirement that notice be published in a daily 
newspaper of the City.

Interested Persons are invited to attend this Public Hearing



ORDINANCE NO: ________1 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN TO AMEND 2 

CHAPTER 1026, SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, SECTION 1026.06, ASSESSMENT 3 

PROCEDURE, TO ELIMINATE THE REQUIREMENT THAT NOTICE BE PUBLISHED 4 

IN A DAILY NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.5 

THE CITY OF LANSING ORDAINS:6 

SECTION 1.  That Section 1026.06 of Chapter 1026 of the Lansing Codified 7 

Ordinances (“Code”) be amended to read as follows:8 

1026.06. - Assessment procedure. 9 

The assessment procedure for public improvements assessed according to this 10 

chapter shall be as follows: 11 

(a) Estimating and Apportioning Cost; Petition for Grading Street. Whenever 12 

Council determines that the whole or any part of the expense of public 13 

improvements shall be defrayed by an assessment on the lands to be benefited 14 

thereby, and to the owners of or the parties in interest thereof, it shall declare 15 

the same by an entry in its minutes. After ascertaining, as it may think proper, 16 

the estimated or final expense of such improvement, Council shall declare by 17 

any entry in its minutes whether the whole, or what portion thereof, shall be 18 

assessed to such owners or parties in interest, specifying the sum to be 19 

assessed and the portion of the City which it deems to be benefited by such 20 

improvements. 21 

The cost and expenses of making estimates, plans and assessments incidental 22 

thereto shall be included in the estimated expense of such improvement. 23 



(b) Assessing Costs; Assessment Roll. Pursuant to the order of Council, the City 1 

Assessor shall make an assessment roll for the lands within the portion of the 2 

City so designated showing the amount of expense, in case of construction of 3 

sewers and drains, of the opening of streets or alleys, or of any other 4 

improvement, except as hereinafter provided in this subsection, in proportion as 5 

nearly as possible to the benefits which each person is deemed to acquire by 6 

the making of such improvement, and in case of grading, graveling, paving and 7 

all other street improvements, according to foot frontage. The Assessor shall 8 

make out an assessment roll which shall include the names of the owners or 9 

parties in interest of such lands, as shown from the Assessor's records, the 10 

description of the property assessed, and the amount assessed to each person 11 

respectively. 12 

In case any lot or parcel of real estate belongs to a nonresident owner or party 13 

of interest, or the owner or party of interest is unknown, the same shall be 14 

entered accordingly, with a description of such lot or premises, as is required by 15 

law in assessment rolls made by the City Assessor, with the amount assessed 16 

thereon. The assessment roll shall be subscribed by the City Assessor and 17 

returned within two weeks to Council, unless such time is extended by 18 

resolution of Council. 19 

(c) Hearings on Assessment Roll.20 

(1) Upon the making and filing of the assessment roll, as required in subsection 21 

(b) hereof, Council shall hold a public hearing before the roll is 22 

confirmed. The City Clerk shall cause notice of the public hearing to be 23 



published, not more than twenty days and not less than ten days before 1 

such hearing, in a daily newspaper of the City. The notice shall contain the 2 

following: 3 

A. The time and place of the hearing; 4 

B. A description of the section or area of the City determined by Council to 5 

be within the assessment district as contained in the special 6 

assessment roll; 7 

C. Where the special assessment roll is on file and may be examined; 8 

D. That any person aggrieved by the assessment as contained in the 9 

special assessment roll, or the necessity of the improvement, may file a 10 

written objection thereto which must be delivered to the City Clerk prior 11 

to the close of the hearing, or the person may appear and protest the 12 

same at the public hearing in person or by his or her representative; 13 

E. That the appearance and protest or written protest in the manner 14 

described is required if the person desires to appeal the amount of the 15 

assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal; and 16 

F. That any appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal must be taken within 17 

thirty days of the confirmation of the special assessment roll, provided a 18 

protest was timely made. 19 

(2) In addition, the THE CITY Clerk shall give notice of hearings in special 20 

assessment proceedings to each owner of, or party in interest in, property 21 

to be assessed, whose name appears upon the last local tax assessment 22 

records, by first class mail addressed to such owner or party at the address 23 



shown on the tax records, at least ten days before the date of such hearing. 1 

As used in this section, "last local tax assessment records" means the last 2 

assessment roll for ad valorem tax purposes that has been reviewed by the 3 

local board of review, as supplemented by any subsequent changes in the 4 

names and addresses of owners or parties listed thereon. Notice given 5 

under this subsection shall comply with any mandatory statutory provision 6 

governing the same. 7 

(3) Where any person claims an interest in real property whose name and 8 

correct address do not appear upon the last local tax assessment records, 9 

he or she shall be obligated to file immediately his or her name and address 10 

with the City Assessor and to provide evidence acceptable to the City 11 

Assessor that he or she is entitled to be the taxpayer of record. The 12 

Assessor shall immediately enter on the local tax assessment records any 13 

changes in the names and addresses of owners or parties in interest filed 14 

with him or her and shall at all times keep such tax assessment records 15 

current, complete and available for public inspection. 16 

(4) On the day appointed for the hearing and on such other days as the hearing 17 

may be adjourned to, Council shall receive all written protests and hear the 18 

allegations and proofs of all persons who appear and protest the 19 

assessment. Council may rectify and amend such assessment roll in whole 20 

or in part, or may set such roll aside and direct a new assessment, either by 21 

the same person or by such other person as Council appoints for that 22 

purpose. In such case, the same proceedings as are herein provided for the 23 



first order of assessment shall be conducted for the new assessment, or 1 

Council may ratify and confirm such assessment roll without any corrections 2 

or with such corrections therein as it may deem proper. 3 

(d) Correction of Deficient or Excessive Assessment. If the estimated expense of 4 

the improvement was used to establish the special assessment and the special 5 

assessment proves insufficient to pay for the improvement or work for which it 6 

was levied, and for the expenses incident thereto, Council may, within the 7 

limitations prescribed for such assessments, make an additional pro rata 8 

assessment to supply the deficiency. If a larger amount is collected than is 9 

necessary, the excess shall be refunded ratably to those by whom it was paid. 10 

(e) Liens on Property for Assessments. When any special assessment for public, 11 

local or other improvements, or for any other purpose authorized by ordinance, 12 

has been made, as provided in this chapter, and the tax roll for such 13 

assessment is delivered to the City Treasurer for collection, the assessment 14 

shall be a lien upon the premises upon which it was assessed from and after 15 

the date of the warrant for the collection thereof. The Treasurer may levy on 16 

and collect such tax from any personal property in the possession of the person 17 

charged with such tax, or in any other manner permitted by law. 18 

If the assessment is not paid, the Treasurer shall, within five days after the time 19 

prescribed by the warrant for the collection thereof has expired, make a report 20 

to the City Clerk of the sum and interest, as the case may be, due and so 21 

remaining unpaid, which has not been collected, together with a description of 22 

the premises assessed for such unpaid taxes. The Clerk, within five days 23 



thereafter, shall, in like manner, notify the City Assessor of the amount of such 1 

taxes, and the description of the premises assessed and charged with such tax, 2 

who shall assess such unpaid taxes on such premises, in the tax roll of the 3 

proper ward next thereafter to be made. 4 

Real property exempt from taxation by law shall nevertheless, with or without 5 

valuation, be subject to taxation for special improvements, the same as other 6 

property. Such tax or taxes shall then be levied, collected and returned, and the 7 

premises may be sold or forfeited for nonpayment of the ordinary City taxes. 8 

(f) Interest-Bearing Notes for Street Paving Taxes. Council may direct and 9 

authorize the Mayor and the City Clerk to issue and negotiate for and on behalf 10 

of the City, not exceeding five percent per annum, interest-bearing notes, with 11 

interest at market rates and as shall be permitted by law, free of taxation, for the 12 

aggregate amount of any paving taxes, the time for the payment of which has 13 

been extended beyond the year of the date of the original warrant for their 14 

collection. Such notes shall be made payable at the office of the City Treasurer 15 

and fall due at such times as Council shall determine such taxes can be 16 

collected, and the proceeds of such notes shall be deposited with the 17 

Treasurer, and disbursed thereby on the order of Council, in payment of the 18 

cost and expenses of any pavement on account of which such notes have been 19 

issued, and for no other purpose whatsoever. The proceeds of such extended 20 

taxes, when collected, shall be used for the payment of such notes and for no 21 

other purpose whatsoever. 22 



(g) Invalid Assessments; Reassessments. Whenever any special assessment to 1 

defray the expense of any improvement is invalid, in the opinion of Council, 2 

Council may vacate and set the same aside. When any such special 3 

assessment is so vacated, or is held invalid by the judgment or decree of any 4 

court of competent jurisdiction, Council may, from time to time until a valid 5 

assessment is made, cause a new assessment to be made for the purpose for 6 

which the original assessment was made and in the manner provided for7 

making the original assessment. 8 

Whenever the tax or any part thereof assessed upon any lot or parcel of real 9 

estate by the original assessment set aside or held invalid as aforesaid has 10 

been paid, and is not refunded, the City Treasurer shall apply such payment 11 

upon the reassessment on the lot or parcel of real estate and make a notation 12 

thereof upon the new assessment roll. Such reassessment shall, to the extent 13 

of such payment, be deemed paid and satisfied, after which no part of the 14 

amount paid on the original assessment shall be refunded, unless the amount 15 

paid as aforesaid exceeds the amount of the reassessment, in which case the 16 

excess shall be refunded, and the person or his or her legal representative who 17 

paid such amount shall be entitled to the amount to be refunded. 18 

All the provisions of this chapter making special assessments a lien upon the 19 

lots and parcels of real estate enforced therein, and also those relating to the 20 

collection of special assessments, shall apply to such reassessments. 21 

This section shall apply to assessments made before, as well as after, the 22 

effective date of this section. 23 



(h) New Warrants of Collection. Whenever any special assessment has not been 1 

collected within the life of the Mayor's warrant affixed to the assessment roll, 2 

and is not vacated or held invalid, the Mayor may affix a new warrant to such 3 

assessment roll, extending the time for the collection of the assessment so long 4 

as Council directs. The Mayor may continue to affix new warrants to any 5 

assessment roll, from time to time, under the direction of Council, until the 6 

assessment is collected or returned. 7 

Whenever any special assessment roll is hereafter ratified and confirmed, the 8 

time of payment of such special assessment is not extended over a term of 9 

years, and such special assessment is not collected within the life of the 10 

Mayor's first warrant affixed to such special assessment roll and is not vacated 11 

or held invalid, there shall be added to, paid and collected with such tax or 12 

assessment on each particular parcel or description of land, or any undivided 13 

share thereof, a penalty of four percent at the time of the expiration of the 14 

Mayor's first warrant affixed to such roll, together with interest at one-half 15 

percent per month, computed from the date of confirmation thereof, until paid or 16 

required by law to be returned as delinquent to the County Treasurer. 17 

(i) Assessment of Nonresidents' or Unoccupied Lands. The lands of nonresidents 18 

and unoccupied lands of the City may be assessed their just proportion of the 19 

expenses of all improvements in the City, in the same manner and in the same 20 

amounts as assessments for improvements of other lands. 21 

(j) Assessment of State Land. The Board of State Auditors shall allow the City 22 

moneys in proportion to the assessment upon adjoining property for any 23 



improvements made under this chapter upon any street upon which any block 1 

or parts of a block of land belonging to the State abut. The Auditor General, on 2 

the presentation to him or her of any such account duly allowed, shall draw his 3 

or her warrant on the State Treasurer therefor. 4 

(k) Application of Section. The provisions of this section are applicable to all public 5 

improvements permitted by law, including, but not limited to, streets, sidewalks, 6 

drains, sewers, malls and promenades.7 

Section 2. All ordinances, resolutions or rules, parts of ordinances, resolutions or 8 

rules, inconsistent with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed in their entirety and 9 

shall be void and of no effect.10 

Section 3. Should any section, clause or phrase of this Ordinance be declared to 11 

be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part 12 

thereof, other than the part declared to be invalid.13 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment 14 

unless given immediate effect by the City Council.15 
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