
MINUTES
Committee on Public Service

Friday, February 17, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m.
City Hall, Conference Room, 10th Floor

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting called to order at 3:37 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Chair
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member

OTHERS PRESENT
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff
Scott Sanford, Code Compliance
Sharon Frischman, City Assessor
Andy Kilpatrick, Public Service
Ann Parry, Public Service
Heather Sumner, City Attorney arrived at 3:53 p.m.
Chris Mumby arrived at 3:55 p.m.

Council Member Dunbar passed the gavel to Council Member Wood.
Minutes
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER DUNBAR TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
OCTOBER 24, 2016 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

Council Member Wood passed the gavel back to Council Member Dunbar.
Discussion/Action:
RESOLUTION – Public Improvement I & II; Jolly Road, Sidewalk Rehabilitation
Ms. Parry informed the Committee that the sidewalk repair will be in conjunction with the Jolly
Road rehab project currently planned. The sidewalk repairs are under design and it appears
there are 50 flags for sidewalk, and preliminary it appears 30 will have repairs. The preliminary
cost is at $22,000, this would be split 50/50 between the City and the property owners. Ms.
Parry did confirm that the City will pay all the design work.

Council Member Houghton asked if the $22,000 would be decided evenly, and Ms. Parry
explained that it would be divided to the property owners depending on the number of
sidewalk flags on their property would be repaired. It would be a onetime charge which they
could pay upfront, have added to their taxes or make payments on. Ms. Parry added that it
would also depend on the maximum assessment.



Council Member Wood asked if they are considering or plan to use the sawing/milling/leveling
process they used in the Averill neighborhood on these sidewalks. Mr. Kilpatrick admitted that
that process was successful in Averill, and they will consider that. If flags can be cut they will,
if they can’t they will be replaced. Ms. Parry stated that based on the examination so far there
are 79 that could be saw/milled.

Council Member Wood asked about the corner commercial lot and what was planned for that
location. Ms. Parry assured her they will have ADA ramps at the corners, however the
property is outside of the project area. The City has met with that property owner already and
she is aware of the project and what impact it will have on them.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENT I/II; JOLLY ROAD, SIDEWALK REHABILITATION.

Mr. Kilpatrick was asked for an update on the pot holes status and if they have considered
milling the road and placing it back down instead of resurfacing. Mr. Kilpatrick stated that
would not be ideal with streets that have curb and gutters.

RESOLUTION – Greater Lansing Regional Committee on Storm Water
The Committee reviewed the document and confirmed they do not have a concern continuing.
Mr. Mumby noted that the Committee reviews regulations and rules to follow when offering
public education, awareness, and makes sure the City stays in compliance. He offered to
send the Committee the dues the City pays to be a part of the Committee.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE
GREATER LANSING REGIONAL COMMITTEE ON STORM WATER. MOTION CARRIED 3-
0.

RESOLUTION – Set a Public Hearing; Sidewalk Snow Removal Assessment
Mr. Mumby confirmed that because of the quiet winter his department looked into doing this
assessment earlier then past years.

Ms. Frischman asked why the items do not get invoiced instead of a special assessment.
Council Member Wood noted it states the practice and procedures in an Ordinance. Council
Member Dunbar asked Ms. Sumner to research why it could or could not be handled under an
invoice instead of the ordinance, and compare it to the tall grass and weed ordinance which
does get invoiced. Ms. Sumner confirmed she could research and provide an update to the
Committee.  

Council Member Wood asked Mr. Mumby to research and determines how many repeat
offenders are.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO SET
THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR MARCH 13, 2017 FOR THE SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL
ASSESSMENT AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

Discussion – Glenburne Commons Special Assessment
Council Member Dunbar asked for input and updates from Mr. Mumby and Mr. Sanford, noting
that over the last six (6) months when she inquired which each of their departments, she was
told it was someone else’s hands. Mr. Mumby confirmed that the Public Service Department
will help to determine a reasonable cost and estimate to create the assessment for it.
Council Member Dunbar stated that this was initially started to assess the residents with a



lump sum for the large clean up and survey, then create an annual assessment consistent
from year to year. Because the work was never started last year, the residents will now have
a higher assessment this year. She continued by confirming that the first step will be to create
a survey, which will help determined encroachments and the difference in topography.

Mr. Mumby confirmed again that Public Service will address the contracting of an estimate for
the assessment, and research a survey. Mr. Sanford asked if Code Compliance was now out
of the process. Council Member Dunbar asked Mr. Sanford and Mr. Mumby to work together
to determine which of their contractors would be the best and reasonable in price. Mr. Sanford
informed the Committee that the current contractor Code Compliance uses was the contractor
that originally was mowing Glenburne years ago. Mr. Mumby stated his department will do
whatever Council requires of them. Mr. Sanford asked who was going to pay for the survey,
and Mr. Mumby stated it could be part of the assessment. Council Member Dunbar stated she
could update the residents, however they were already made aware last fall that there would
need to be a survey and they would incur the costs along with the large clean up and mowing
the first time.

Council Member Dunbar asked Ms. Frischman if they could do an assessment in two tiers;
one for the residents who abut the commons area and one tier for those that are in the condo
association and do not abut.  Ms. Frischman stated that could be done.

Council Member Dunbar recapped the steps, beginning with the cost for the initial trash and
mowing, a survey cost and the two week cycle mowing cost. This would be then divided
amongst the parcels, and then Council can hold the public hearing. Currently Council cannot
do anything until there is a roll for the service. Mr. Mumby stated his department can work on
that for mowing.

Everyone agreed they could report back on what they were charged with at the meeting on
March 3rd, 2017 at 3:30 p.m.

Ms. Frischman asked if the City can charge an admin fee. Ms. Sumner stated she would
research to see if that is an option, and if the City does if it would appear the City was their
“association”.  

Council Member Wood asked if it could be approached as a pilot program for five (5) years
with the condition they take it over after that.

There was a discussion on the number of parcels owned by the City, County and Lansing
Housing Commission, and if they would be charged the assessment. Ms. Sumner stated she
would research that procedure also, since some are exempt from taxes however not exempt
from special assessments. Council Member Wood suggested that the law clinic or MSU law
could work on the re-establishment for the association. Ms. Frischman asked if the State
could help, and was told that the State could force them to reconstitute themselves. Ms.
Sumner was asked to research that would enforce the Land Division Act. Ms. Frischman
stated she would generate a list of parcels affected.

Council Member Dunbar confirmed the next meeting date would be March 3rd at 3:30 p.m., 
and the current departments should be present again.

ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m.
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary Lansing City Council
Approved: March 3, 2017


