
 

 

                         
AGENDA  

Committee on Public Safety  
Thursday, May 2, 2019 @ 3:30 p.m. 

City Council Conference Room, 10th Floor 
 
Council Member Wood, Chair   
Council Member Spitzley, Vice Chair  
Council Member Hussain, Member 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Minutes 

 April 18, 2019 
 

4. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

5. Discussion: 
 

A. RESOLUTION –840 Maple Hill Avenue 
 

B. City Attorney Updates: 
 

 Update on LPD Substation at Walnut Park 
 

 Draft Ordinance Amendment for Parking 
 

6. Other 
 

7. Adjourn   
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MINUTES 

Committee on Public Safety 
Thursday, April 18, 2019 @ 3:30 p.m. 

City Council Conference Room, 10th Floor 
 

CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 3:31 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Council Member Carol Wood, Chair 
Council Member Patricia Spitzley, Vice Chair 
Council Member Adam Hussain, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Joseph Abood, Chief Deputy City Attorney 
Scott Sanford, Code Compliance 
Rina Risper 
Jodi Lebombard, Ingham County Animal Control Director 
Elaine Womboldt 
Paula Simon 

 
MINUTES 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM APRIL 11, 
2019.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment at this time. 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
RESOLUTION – Set Show Cause Hearing; 840 Maple Hill Avenue 
Scott Sanford went through the details of the case stating it was red tagged on 8/15/18, went 
to the demolition board on 1/24/2019, had and SEV at $26,500 with estimated repair cost of 
$93,499.50.  He confirmed that as of the date of this meeting there were no permits and no 
contact has been made from the owner.  His office is requesting 60 days make safe or 
demolish.  Council Member Hussain asked how they determine the estimate cost of repairs, 
and Mr. Sanford noted they use the building code estimated cost and determine the value. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER SPITZLEY TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO SET 
THE SHOW CAUSE HEARING FOR APRIL 29, 2019.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0 
 
Council Member Wood asked about the cleanup for public health and safety if it comes to the 
City doing the demolition.  Mr. Sanford acknowledged they can clean up some of the outside 
items and can hire an outside contractor to do some pest abatement outside.  Mr. Abood 
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noted that the neighbors themselves can take private action on anything that is infringing on 
them.  Council Member Wood agreed, but also noted that as the City they should take part of 
the responsibility to make sure things are done to help the property owners.  Council Member 
Wood asked Mr. Sanford and staff, in the future, to check to see if any of the make safe or 
demolish properties have tax debt.  Council Member Spitzley asked if the owner walked away 
or if it was a rental.  Mr. Sanford stated it was a rental. 
 
Ms. Womboldt spoke in support of the Committee’s decision. 
 
Discussion- Ingham County Animal Control 
Council Member Wood welcomed Ms. Lebombard and acknowledged the City does have a 
leash law, but the City has had issues with aggressive dogs, recently at 1135 Dakin.   
 
Ms. Womboldt spoke about an incident she was aware of from an earlier meeting via 
telephone from Ms. Hansen.   
 
Council Member Wood continued by explaining she had a discussion with City Attorney 
Smiertka who stated if the OCA gets a complaint, if there is enough information they would 
have the complainant sign off on the complaint and they will follow through on the next steps 
including a letter.  Ms. Lebombard was asked if her office ever gets letters from the City 
Attorney Office, and she acknowledged she has not gotten any letters.   Council Member 
Wood asked Law to look into if those letters were being generated.  Council Member Spitzley 
asked Ms. Lebombard what procedures they following on the weekend and after hours.  Ms. 
Lebombard confirmed it would depend on the LPD, and if they let Animal Control know what 
occurred so on Monday they can follow up. 
 
Ms. Simon asked for confirmation what number to call on the weekends.  Ms. Lebombard 
stated it would depend on the situation, and was told it would be a barking dog.  Ms. 
Lebombard stated that would be LPD for the City ordinance, even during the weekdays; 
Council Member Wood said they should call the LPD non-emergency number.  
 
Ms. Womboldt spoke on incidents she had heard of with dogs crossing property lines, barking 
dogs and unsecured dogs. 
 
Ms. Lebombard acknowledged that her department would never tell anyone to call LPD other 
than if it was a barking complaint or after hours for immediate response.  They would always 
expect to follow up and be the enforcement if it is something they can address. 
 
Ms. Womboldt stated her frustration with what she believed was a lack of communication, with 
the LPD, Animal Control and dispatch. 
 
Council Member Spitzley asked for public service announcements to be put out with summer 
coming. 
 
Council Member Wood asked the OCA to provide data on how many letters have been sent 
out the OCA on the leash law and barking dogs.  In addition they need to start looking at a 
procedure, and coordination when a letter goes out, and providing Animal Control a copy of 
the letter, even by email if necessary.  Council Member Hussain asked when a letter would be 
generated from the LPD or OCA, and why no ticket on a loose dog.  Council Member Wood 
stated that a report is not generated from the first call with LPD, they provide a warning.  There 
is no system in place that allows for the warnings to be flagged, so if they get called again 
dispatch would know how many times they have been there.  This would be a question for the 
LPD Chief at a future meeting.  If a complaint is received and sent to the OCA, then letters are 
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generated.  These would be loose dogs and barking dogs.  Ms. Lebombard was asked what 
her office would need on repetitive complaints to take the case to court.  She stated any 
information should be turned over to them, and they take a strong stance and have a 
complaint system, document every situation in house, and at their office every time there is 
disciplinary action they letters, and in some cases can criminally prosecute, and seize the 
animals.  Council Member Wood asked her where she thought the disconnect was coming at 
with Ingham County dispatch, and she was not sure, noting her office does get reports from 
police.  Ms. Lebombard was asked if she would meet with dispatch about any calls they get on 
loose dogs and barking dogs and have those turned over to the OCA, and she stated it would 
be a possibility.  
 
The Committee consensus was to have dispatch present at a future meeting and invite Ms. 
Lebombard back for that meeting as well.  The Committee also agreed to public service 
announcements and Council Member Wood stated she would contact City TV. 
 
City Attorney Updates 
Future of a  Police Sub Station at Walnut Park 
Mr. Abood confirmed that he LPD Chief and the owners of Walnut Park, Whitsett Group, are 
talking and working together.  He suggested to them that he would need an answer to report 
to the Committee on May 2, 2019.  Council Member Hussain asked if there were any 
discussions on who was paying, and Mr. Abood state he thought it was Whitsett. 
 
Ms. Risper spoke in support of the substation in the development, noting that the owner 
claimed to be putting in a community sharing park that was never built. 
 
Council Member Spitzley reiterated that it is important to get development agreements for 
when developers promise something during the approval process, and make it a legally 
enforceable document.  Council Member Wood pointed out that in this case the City did not 
own the property so they could not have done an agreement with them. 
 
Mr. Abood acknowledged that his understanding was that the owners do want a substation, 
but need to work with the LPD on the police standards.  He also noted that in his 
conversations with LPD, the Chief believes there is a strong LPD presence in the area. 
  
3801 Walton 
Mr. Abood stated there are no updates and he would hope to have more updates at the May 
2, 2019 meeting. 
 
OTHER 
Council Member Hussain asked the Committee to consider looking at the budget for spending 
on critical issues similar to these.  Council Member Spitzley noted that the return from BWL 
has gone up, and asked where those additional dollars were going.  She has an interest in the 
spending of the funds to improve neighborhoods.  Council Member Wood pointed out that 
currently the LPD non-supervisory union is in negotiations and if the contract is not what the 
officers expect for retirees, there is the potential of 20 officers making a decision to stay of 
retiree.  Regarding the BWL return, she would ask the Internal Auditor about the utility billing, 
because even though the City is seeing a higher return, they are still paying a large utility bill, 
so once that payment is taken out, what would the return be. 
  
ADJOURN   
Adjourned at 4:42 p.m. 
Submitted by Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary   Lansing City Council 
Approved as presented: _____________________ 
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CITY OF LANSING - DEMOLITION BOARD
REPORT FOR CITY COUNCIL

CASE OVERVIEW SHEET

ADDRESS: 840 MAPLEHILL AVENUE SHOW CAUSE HEARING DATE:
PARCEL NUMBER: 33-01-01-34-155-171 DEMOLITION CASE FILE #: 2018-D014

LISTED TAXPAYER: ANDRUS, JOHN D  HOUSING CODE VIOLATION LTR: 8/16/2018

INTERESTED PARTIES: ORIGINAL RED TAG DATE: 8/15/2018
SEV INFORMATION: $26,500.00 ZONING: "A"
LAND VALUE: $10,552.00 ESTIMATE OF REPAIRS: $93,499.50
BUILDING VALUE: $42,355.00 PICTURES: YES
LOT SIZE: "60" X "105" OTHER:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 510 MAPLE HILL

ORDER OF DEMOLITION BOARD CURRENT PERMIT ACTIVITY

DEMOLITION BOARD MEETING DATE: 1/24/2019 BUILDING: Required, not yet pulled
ORDER: MAKE SAFE OR DEMOLISH BY 3/24/19 ELECTRICAL: Required, not yet pulled
REASON/CONDITIONS: UNSAFE STRUCTURE MECHANICAL: Required, not yet pulled
HEARING OFFICER: DAVE MUYLLE PLUMBING: Required, not yet pulled

DEMOLITION: na

CURRENT CITY COUNCIL ACTIVITY

REQUEST FOR SHOW CAUSE SENT: 4/2/2019
SHOW CAUSE HEARING DATE:
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE WILL REVIEW:



BY THE COMMITTEE ON _______________
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

WHEREAS, the Code Compliance Manager has determined that the building located at 
840 Maplehill Avenue, Lansing, MI, 48910, Parcel # 33-01-01-34-155-171, legally 
described as: LOT 510 MAPLE HILL, is an unsafe or dangerous building as defined in 
Section 108.1.1 of the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code, as adopted and 
modified in Lansing Codified Ordinances Chapter 1460, Lansing Property Maintenance 
Code, and the Housing Law of Michigan, Public Act 167 of 1917, as amended, and was 
red tagged on 08/16/2018; and

WHEREAS, a show cause hearing was held by the Hearing Officers on 1/24/2019, at 
which the Hearing Officers determined that said building was an unsafe and dangerous 
building and ordered the building demolished or made safe by 3/24/2019; and

WHEREAS, said Hearing Officers filed a report of their findings and order with the City 
Council and requested the City Council to take appropriate action under the Lansing 
Property Maintenance Code and the Housing Law of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the Lansing Property Maintenance Code and Housing Law of Michigan 
require a hearing be conducted to give the property owner an opportunity to show cause 
why a dangerous structure should not be demolished or otherwise made safe; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a show cause hearing on ____________, to review 
the findings and the order of the Hearing Officers, and the owners were notified in 
writing of said hearing and had an opportunity to appear and show cause why said 
building should not be demolished or otherwise made safe; and

WHEREAS, the Code Compliance Office has determined that compliance with the order 
of the Lansing Demolition Hearing Board Officers has not occurred; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the owner(s) of 840 Maplehill Avenue, 
Lansing, MI 48910, are hereby directed to comply with the order of the Hearing Officers 
to demolish or otherwise make safe the said building within _______ days from the date 
of this resolution, ____________.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the property owner(s) are hereby notified that this 
order must be appealed within twenty days pursuant to MCL 125.542 and should the 
owners fail to comply with the Hearing Officers’ order to make safe of demolish, the 
Manager of Code Compliance is hereby directed to proceed with demolition of said 
building.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED whether demolition is accomplished by said property 
owner or the city that appropriate seeding and restoration of property take place to 
avoid run-off to adjacent properties.

SBoak
Text Box
April 29, 2019



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of such demolition shall be a lien against the 
real property and shall be reported to the City Assessor.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the owners in whose name the property appears upon 
the last local tax assessment record shall be notified by the City Assessor of the amount 
of such cost by first class mail at the address shown on the records.  Upon the owners 
failure to pay the same within thirty (30) days after mailing by the City Assessor of the 
notice of the amount thereof, the amount of said costs shall be a lien and shall be filed 
and recovered as provided by law and the lien shall be collected and treated in the 
same manner as provided for property tax liens under the general property tax act.
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4/25/2019 Print Tax Bill | Ingham County | BS&A Online

https://bsaonline.com/Tax_SiteSearch/PrintTaxBill?SearchFocus=All Records&SearchCategory=Address&SearchText=840 Maplehill&uid=383&PageIn… 1/2

Parcel: 33-01-01-34-155-171  

Property Address

840 MAPLEHILL AVE
 LANSING, MI 48910
 

Owner and Taxpayer Information

Owner ANDRUS JOHN D
 PO BOX 188

 BYRON, MI 48418-0188
 

Taxpayer SEE OWNER INFORMATION

Legal Description

LOT 510 MAPLE HILL

Delinquent Tax Information for 2018 (All Seasons)

School District 33020 PRE/MBT 0.0000%
Taxable Value $21,834 S.E.V. $23,800
Property Class 401 - Assessed Value Not Available
 
Last Payment Date No Data to Display Last Receipt Number No Data to Display
 
Base Tax $1,763.88 Base Paid $0.00
Admin Fees $16.00 Admin Fees Paid $0.00
Interest Fees $105.84 Interest Fees Paid $0.00
Total Tax & Fees $1,869.72 Total Paid $0.00

Delinquent Tax Bill Breakdown for 2018

**Disclaimer: BS&A Software provides BS&A Online as a way for municipalities to display information online and is not responsible for the content or accuracy of the data herein. This data is provided for
reference only and WITHOUT WARRANTY of any kind, expressed or inferred. Please contact your local municipality if you believe there are errors in the data.

Copyright © 2019 BS&A Software, Inc.

Taxing Authority Season Millage Rate Local Amount Local Amount Paid Amount Amount Paid

    91.225000     $1,869.72 $0.00

LANSING OPER Summer 19.440000     $424.45 $0.00

LANSING DEBT Summer 0.260000     $5.67 $0.00

LANS COM COLLEGE Summer 3.807200     $83.12 $0.00

LANSING SCH DEBT Summer 4.600000     $100.43 $0.00

LANSING SCH OPER Summer 17.902800     $390.88 $0.00

INGHAM INTERMED Summer 4.706200     $102.75 $0.00

STATE EDUCATION Summer 6.000000     $131.00 $0.00

INGHAM CNTY SUM Summer 6.800000     $148.47 $0.00

LANS SCH OPER FC Summer 17.902800     $0.00 $0.00

INGHAM COUNTY Winter 4.130000     $90.17 $0.00

AIRPORT AUTH. Winter 0.699000     $15.26 $0.00

CATA Winter 3.007000     $65.65 $0.00

CADL-LIBRARY Winter 1.560000     $34.06 $0.00

ZOO MILLAGE Winter 0.410000     $8.95 $0.00

RCYCL/YARD Winter 0.000000     $105.00 $0.00

Admin Fees       $16.00 $0.00

Interest/Fees       $105.84 $0.00

http://www.bsasoftware.com/
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