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MINUTES
Committee on Public Safety

Monday, October 22, 2018 @ 5:15 p.m.
City Council Conference Room, 10th Floor

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:16 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Council Member Carol Wood, Chair
Council Member Adam Hussain, Vice Chair
Council Member Jeremy Garza, Member

OTHERS PRESENT
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff
Jim Smiertka, City Attorney
Heather Sumner, Deputy Chief Attorney
Lisa Hagen, Assistant City Attorney

Public Comment
Ms. Miles spoke in support of the resolution on the agenda.

DISCUSSION/ACTION:
RESOLUTION – Make an Investigation Pursuant to City Charter 3-206; RE: Pleasant 
Grove/Holmes Plaza and Immediate Surrounding Area.
Mr. Smiertka admitted that this area is not well litigated and there are some issues with the 
subpoena power. The Charter says Council can make investigations into the affairs of the City.
  The question, Mr. Smiertka noted, is what does it mean “of affairs of the City”, and “City 
Agency”.  He clarified that “agency” is boards, departments, etc.  The “affairs of the City” is 
something different and so this leans towards an investigation into the nuisance at the 
property.  Council must state what nature this is and confirmed it is stated in the proposed 
resolution.  Mr. Smiertka then confirmed it will take five (5) votes of Council to open an 
investigation and the full Council will do that investigation.  Council Member Wood asked if she
could relegate it back to the Committee on Public Safety, at which Mr. Smiertka stated she 
could not.  Every subpoena will have to be authorized by the full City Council.  Mr. Smiertka 
again noted that the issue is that there is no statute authority for subpoena, so this has to be 
implied.  In conclusion, it was stated to the Committee that subpoenas have to be done for 
each individual, by council with a five (5) yes vote, but they will first ask for a voluntary 
appearance before the subpoena is obtained.  If the person appears and does not want to 
speak, then there is another issue; if they show but do not produce results then the City will 
have to file in circuit court for equitable relief laying out the Charter and law.  The steps the 
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Committee were given were; Council needs to approve the investigation, then delegate to a 
Committee.

Council Member Wood provided her opinion that the resolution in front of the Committee at 
this meeting should be voted on and taken to the full Council at the later meeting tonight.  
Then the City Attorney will draft a letter to the owner him that he has been requested to meet 
with the City Attorney Office and Committee on Public Safety to address issues on his 
property, and if he fails to do so, the resolution will speak to the investigation step.

Mr. Smiertka informed the Committee that the owner has been in contact with the Fire 
Department and working willingly with them on inspections.

MOTION BY HUSSAIN TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO BEGIN INVESTIGATION 
PURSUANT TO CITY CHARTER 3-206 FOR PLEASANT GROVE/HOLMES PLAZA AND 
IMMEDIATE SURROUNDING AREA.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

ADJOURN
Adjourned at 5:25 p.m.
Submitted by Sherrie Boak,
Recording Secretary
Lansing City Council
Approved as presented: November 7, 2018
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