
CITY OF LANSING - BOARD OF ETHICS 
REGULAR MEETING 

May 12, 2026, 5:30 P.M. 
Lansing Elections Office (LEO) 

701 W Jolly Rd Lansing 
AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

□ Jim DeLine, Chairperson
□ Rachelle Franklin, Vice Chairperson
□ Luna Brown
□ R Cole Bouck

□ Jim Cavanagh
□ Charles Filice
□ □ Ryan Wier

A Quorum is: □ Present □ Not Present

□ Others Present:

PUBLIC COMMENT (TIME LIMIT OF 5 MINUTES PER SPEAKER) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA □ As Submitted □ With Changes Noted

SECRETARY'S REPORT □ Approval of Minutes:  April 14, 2026

Reminder about the June Election of Chair and Vice-Chairperson (Rules of Procedure 8.1) 

Council Member Tamera Carter Recusal Reported  

NEW BUSINESS 

Statements of Financial Interests with no items disclosed. 

Scott Bean Mayor's Office Communications Director 
Sheryl Boak City Council Office Manager 

Carrie Edwards-
Clemons Fire Department Fire Department 

Ronald Embry Human Relations and Community Services 
Advisory Board Board Member 

DeLisa Fountain Department of Neighborhood Arts & Citizen 
Engagement Director 

Elisha Franco Board of Water & Light BWL Auditor 
Jason Hogan Information Services Department Chief Information 

Officer/Director 
Michael Hopson Human Relations and Community Services 

Department 
Culture and Accountability 
Officer 

Brett Kaschinske Parks & Recreation Department Director 
Andy Kilpatrick Public Service Department Public Services Director 
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Glenn Lopez Human Relations and Community 
Services Advisory Board Board Member 

Delvata Moses Human Relations and Community 
Services Department Interim Director 

Christopher Mumby Mayor's Office Chief of Staff/Deputy 
Mayor 

Elizabeth O'Leary Human Resources Department Director 
Renee Richmond City Council  Committee Admin. Asst. 

Lucianna Solis Mayor's Office Community Relations 
Liaison 

Daniel  Spencer Human Relations and Community 
Services Department Contract Manager 

Crystal Thomas Finance Department Finance Director 
LaVella Todd Board of Water & Light BWL Corporate Secretary 
Gregory Venker Law Department City Attorney 

Daphine Whitfield  Human Relations and Community 
Services Department Contract Manager 

Versey Williams Human Relations and Community 
Services Advisory Board Board Member 

 
Statements of Financial Interests with items to be reviewed.  

Robert Backus Police Department Chief of Police 
Tamera Carter City Council Council Member 

Amy Crank Human Relations and Community 
Services Department Contract Administrator 

Jennifer Czeiszperger Assessing Department City Assessor 
Jeremy Garza City Council Council Member 

Sean Gehle Human Relations and Community 
Services Advisory Board Board Member 

Veronica Hetke Mayor's Office Scheduling Coordinator 

Melissa Horste Human Relations and Community 
Services Advisory Board Board Member 

Adam Hussain City Council Council Member 
Ryan Kost City Council Council Member 
Clara Martinez City Council Council Member 

Deyanira Nevarez 
Martinez City Council Council Member 

Richard Peffley Board of Water & Light BWL General Manager 
Trini Pehlivanoglu City Council Council Member 

Beth Royston Human Relations and Community 
Services Department Contract Manager 

Andy Schor Mayor's Office Mayor 
Chris Swope City Clerk's Office City Clerk 

Rawley VanFossen Economic Development & Planning 
Department Director 

Thomas Woods Human Relations and Community 
Services Advisory Board Board Member 

 
CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
TABLED ITEMS 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Statements of Financial Interests with items to be reviewed.  

Christopher Wright Treasury Department Treasurer 
 
 Proposed Edits to the Statement of Financial Interests 2027 Form 
 
 Continued Review of Ethics Ordinance Chapter 290  
 
EXECUSED ABSENCES  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in this meeting should contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at (517) 483-4131 (TTY 711). 24 hour notice may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made 
to grant all reasonable accommodation request. 
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 DRAFT MINUTES 
LANSING CITY BOARD OF ETHICS 

REGULAR MEETING 
April 14, 2026,  5:30 PM 

 
Meeting Room 

Lansing Elections Office  
701 W Jolly Rd Lansing  

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    
 

Jim DeLine, Chairperson 
Rachelle Franklin, Vice Chairperson  
Jim Cavanagh 
Luna Brown 
Ryan Wier 
R Cole Bouck 
Charles Filice 
 

ABSENT:     Janielle Houston, Excused   
 
A QUORUM WAS PRESENT 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  

 
Emelia Pierce, member of the public 
Duncan Darnell, City Clerk’s Office Intern 
Brian Jackson, Chief Deputy City Clerk 
Chris Swope, City Clerk 
Greg Venker, City Attorney       

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
There was no public comment 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Jim Cavanagh to approve the agenda  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:   
 
Approval of Minutes  
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Moved by Luna Brown to approve the Minutes of March 10, 2026 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resignation of Board of Ethics Member Janielle Houston 

 
Moved by Jim Cavanagh to accept the resignation 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Communication from Councilmember Clara Martinez Reporting Recusals 
Placed on file  
 
Requests for Formal Opinion on Council Member Conflict of Interest 

Board discussed the requests, and were provided legal guidance on the options 
available to the Board to respond to a request for a formal opinion. 
 
City Attorney shared that a similar question has been asked to the City Attorney 
previously at an open meeting and stated his determination that it was not a legal 
conflict of interest.   
 
Board discussed whether the matter is still ripe since the resolutions at issue were 
withdrawn and no vote occurred. 
 

Moved by Cole Bouck that the Board will not provide an opinion at this time, as 
the matter is no longer ripe, in response to the requests for a formal opinion. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
Affidavit of Disclosure, Joseph Sterle, Police Department 
 

Moved by Cole Bouck to place Joseph Sterle’s Affidavit of Disclosure on file, 
having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance at this time.  

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Statements of Financial Interests with no items disclosed 

Jake Brower Mayor's Office Chief Strategy Officer 
Dennis Parker Human Resources Department Chief Labor Negotiator 
Melissa Glasscoe Mayor's Office  Manager 

 
Moved by Cole Bouck to place all Statements of Financial Interests with no items 
disclosed listed above on file, having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance 
or other issues to further debate or discuss at this time. 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Statements of Financial Interests with items to be reviewed 
 
Statement of Financial Interests Peter Spadafore, City Council Member 
 

Moved by Jim Cavanagh to place the Statement of Financial Interests on file 
having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance or other issues to further 
debate or discuss at this time. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Statement of Financial Interests Christopher Wright, Treasurer  
 

Moved by Cole Bouck to return the Statement back to Christopher to finish Part I 
to note if his past employer has any funding or contracts with the City of Lansing. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Statement of Financial Interests Brian Jackson, Chief Deputy City Clerk 
 
The Statement provided in the packet was the draft version of his Statement that was 
not signed and notarized. However, the final notarized and signed copy was available  
and was reviewed at the meeting by members of the Board.  
  

Moved by Jim Cavanagh to place the amended Statement of Financial Interests 
on file having found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance or other issues to further 
debate or discuss at this time. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Statement of Financial Interests Mark Lawrence, Mayor’s Office Chief of Staff 

Moved by Ryan Wier to place the Statement of Financial Interests on file having 
found no violation of the Ethics Ordinance or other issues to further debate or 
discuss at this time. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT: None. 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT:  
 
Chairperson DeLine thanked Patrick Abood and the Board in general for their work over 
the past year and a half to review the Ethics Manual, Ethics Ordinance and review the 
minutiae of the ordinances and procedures. 
 
TABLED ITEMS: None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 

Continued Review of Ethics Ordinance Chapter 290 
 

Packet Page 6

https://library.municode.com/mi/lansing/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_PT2ADCO_TIT10EMPR_CH290ET


The Board of Ethics reviewed and discussed the first draft of proposed edits to the 
Ethics Ordinance and made additional recommendations which will be reviewed 
and provided suggested language by the City Attorney’s Office.  The second draft 
will be reviewed at a future meeting. 

 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 Moved by Jim Cavanagh to adjourn.  
  
MOTION CARRIED  
 
ADJOURNED: approximately 6:15 p.m. 
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8 

 

 
Official Proceedings of the City Council 

City of Lansing 
April 20, 2026 

 
 

 
 
WHEREAS, it is determined that the District meets the requirements set forth in section 3(1) of PA 146 of 2000, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Act requires that before establishing the District the Lansing City Council shall give written notice by certified mail to the owners of all real 
property within the proposed District and shall hold a public hearing in order to provide an opportunity for owners, residents or other taxpayers of the City 
of Lansing to appear and be heard regarding the establishment of the District and that such notice was given and said public hearing was held on April 6, 
2026. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following property is hereby approved and established as an Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District as 
provided by Public Act 146 of 2000 legally described as: 
 
418 Baker Street (Tax Parcel No. 33-01-01-21-429-051): 
 

LOTS 1 & 2 EXC N 53.06 FT OF W 41 FT; BLOCK 1 AMENDED PLAT OF HALL'S SOUTH SIDE ADD; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this resolution shall not be construed as the City Council’s approval of any future application for an Obsolete Property 
Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate for the Developer or any other applicant. 
 
Adopted as part of the Consent Agenda 
 

Resolutions 
 
Council Member Carter requested that she be recused from voting on Appointment; Patrick Spyke as an At-Large member of the Lansing Entertainment 
and Public Facilities Authority Board of Commissioners for a term to expire June 30, 2026 due to her employee/employer relationship with Mr. Spyke. 
 
By Council Member Kost to recuse Council Member Carter from voting on Appointment; Patrick Spyke as an At-Large member of the Lansing 
Entertainment and Public Facilities Authority Board of Commissioners for a term to expire June 30, 2026 
 
Motion Carried 

 
Resolution #2026-132 

By the Committee of the Whole 
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Lansing 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor has made the recommendation for appointment of Patrick Spyke as an At-Large member of the Lansing Entertainment and Public 
Facilities Authority Board of Commissioners for a term to expire June 30, 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor’s office has confirmed with this resolution, that they have vetted the applicant based on the original application and believes that 
the applicant meets the qualifications as required by the City Charter; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Committee of the Whole met on April 20, 2026 and took affirmative action. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council, hereby, confirms the appointment of Patrick Spyke as an At-Large member of the 
Lansing Entertainment and Public Facilities Authority Board of Commissioners for a term to expire June 30, 2026. 
 
By Vice President Pehlivanoglu 
 
Motion carried with Council Member Carter not voting 
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