
 

 

 
AGENDA 

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY 
Friday, March 10, 2017 @ 11:30 a.m. 

Council Conference Room, 10th Floor, City Hall 
 

Councilmember Carol Wood, Chair 
Councilmember Jody Washington 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley  
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call  
 

3. Public Comment 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 February 3, 2017 

 February 24, 2017 
 

5. Discussion 
A.) Update- Inquiry into HR Department on Employee Diverse Hiring Statistics 

City Attorney Office Opinion 
 

B.) DISCUSSION- City TV Program Series 
 

C.) DISCUSSION – Snow Sergeant Program 
 

D.) 2005 Diversity Spending Report 
 

E.) 2017 Cesar Chavez Memorial Event – City Council 
 

6. Other 
 

 Updates on Participants in the Committee 
 

7. Adjourn 
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  MINUTES 

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY 
Friday, February 3, 2017 @ 11:30 a.m. 

Council Conference Room, 10th Floor, City Hall 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 11:32 a.m.  
 
Committee Members 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Chair 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley- arrived at 11:53 a.m. 

Councilmember Jody Washington- arrived at 11:45 a.m. 

 
No quorum at the start of the meeting. 
 
Others Present  
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Jim Bale, AFLCIO 
Stacey Locke, Peckham 
Brendan Waddell, Assistant City Attorney 
Dominic Cochran, City TV 
Tammy Lemmer, TCOA 
Guillermo Lopez  
 
Presentation 
City TV 
Councilmember Wood explained to Mr. Cochran what the Committee had variety of 
presentations over the last years, and due to the amount of information the Committee felt they 
would be of interest to the public via the CityTV channel.  Mr. Cochran was given the recently 
adopted report from this Committee, and asked if this concept was possible.   
 
Mr. Cochran voiced his interest in offering the program options which would put the information 
on the website, youtube, and live pod casts.  With podcasts it would offer an in station setting 
round table where as the presentation and questions are going on the production crew will be 
performing live edits, and it will be uploaded immediately after it is complete.  The other option 
would be onsite stand-alone shows which would require a host or presenter to speak, mediate 
and direct the camera crew on the presentation.  That option could take 2-3 weeks to finalize 
since it is not live edits.  Ms. Lemmer with TCOA and Ms. Locke with Peckham were both 
interested.  Mr. Cochran then suggested the group and Committee created a theme/title for the 
series with the topics so the program could run in cycle.   



 DRAFT  

 
Councilmember Wood stated this group would come up with a logo, theme, and list of programs 
and decide on how often they wish to have them put out.   Ms. Locke asked if CityTV would go 
to advocacy events.  Mr. Cochran confirmed they are already at those events, but are not a 
news crews.  Their role is usually to document the event for future promotion of the event in the 
next years. 
 
The group determined ones of interest to consider in the beginning would be Heather Boyer with 
domestic abuse, Todd Heywood on his presentation of HIV, and Iman from the Islamic Center of 
East Lansing. 
 
The theme was confirmed as “The City of Lansing City Council Ad Hoc on Diversity”, and they 
will work on a title to the series.  Councilmember Washington suggested the first show to be a 
“kick-off” to the series, possibly speaking on the human rights ordinance, welcoming city, and 
use that as the opportunity to say “hear is what you will be seeing in our future shows”.  Mr. 
Cochran was encouraged with the show for a podcast with up to 6-8 people.  Councilmember 
Washington suggested the three members of the Committee, Mr. Smiertka and Dr. Joan 
Jackson Johnson. 
 
Councilmember Wood encouraged Ms. Lemmer to reach out to Mr. Cochran now to coordinate 
her show for her need on volunteers, and Councilmember Wood would contact Todd Heywood, 
and the Iman for podcasts. 
 
Minutes 
January 6, 2017 minutes were placed on file 
 
Discussion 
Councilmember Wood informed the attendees that Council President Spitzley recently re-
established the Ad Hoc Committee until 12/31/2017.  The items outlined on the agenda are the 
charge of the Committee work to communicate information to foster diversity to all City 
Departments and organizations. Also to create a template review any ordinance or policies 
changes as to how these changes will affect our diverse population and what accommodations 
may need to made for a particular population.  This could be part of the performance goal for 
the Departments as part of the budget.   
 
Councilmember Spitzley noted that diversity is not in hiring quotas, it is recognizing we are a 
diverse community and respond to it and keep in mind in our practices and Departments.  Mr. 
Lopez asked if the HR Department could provide data on each Department for race and gender.  
Councilmember Wood acknowledged she had asked before and based on a referendum by the 
State was told that is not data we could not ask, but with a different City Attorney we could 
attend to request the information again.  Mr. Waddell was asked to inquire on what can be 
gathered and report back at the next meeting. 
 
Councilmembers Spitzley and Washington stepped away at 12:10 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Wood added that with the City recently doing more hiring, the Committee needs 
to see where things are going with the diverse hiring. 
 
Future Meetings 
After discussion with the attendees and the Committee members, it was decided to return to the 
2016 schedule of meeting twice a month, the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month.  During those 
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meetings they plan to look at policies, ordinances and recommendations to all City Departments 
“these are the questions that should be on your mind.” 
 
Councilmembers Spitzley and Washington returned at 12:16 p.m. 

 
Mr. Lopez asked the Committee to consider speaking to Title 7 funding; Councilmember 
Washington added diversity should be considered when working on sidewalk projects. 
 
Councilmember Washington asked about a recent request she was informed was submitted to 
the City for Community Funding by Lansing for Cesar Chavez.  Council Staff stated it had been 
submitted to the Finance Department and they should have received it already but if not they 
would by the end of the week. 
 
Council Staff was asked to reach out to MSU Law clinic again to attempt the coordination of 
their attendance at a meeting on 2/24/2017.   
 
Councilmember Wood also noted that at the next meeting Law will report back on if the 
Committee can request HR documents on the statistics of diverse hiring of City employees. 
 
Updates 
Ms. Locke stated that Peckham is coordinating class room training on the rights of immigrants.  
This information can also be provided to this group.  Councilmember Spitzley suggested that 
since this Committee is a government entity the City Attorney office should look at what can be 
done and be cautious.  Being cautious is not disapproval of the offer but responsible, stated 
Councilmember Washington. 
 
Potential names suggested for the earlier discussion on the series of programs City TV will run 
were: 
 
Recognizing Lansing 
Eye on Lansing 
Know your Neighbor 
 
Adjourn 
Adjourn at 12:36 p.m. 
Submitted by,  
Sherrie Boak, Council Office Manager 
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  MINUTES 

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY 
Friday, February 24, 2017 @ 11:30 a.m. 

Council Conference Room, 10th Floor, City Hall 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 11:34 a.m.  
 
Committee Members 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Chair 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley- excused 

Councilmember Jody Washington 

 
Others Present  
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Jim Bale, AFLCIO 
Brendan Waddell, Assistant City Attorney 
Guillermo Lopez 
Elaine Womboldt, Rejuvenating South Lansing 
Rina Risper, The New Citizens Press 
Casey Cooper, TCOA 
Judi Harris, St. Vincent’s Refugee Services 
Sandy Wolfe, Peckham 
 
MINUTE 
Minutes from the February 3, 2017 were moved to the next meeting for action.  
 
Presentation 
Ms. Risper presented information about her background and the creation of The New Citizens 
Press.  Ms. Risper then distributed the newspaper editions, referenced the edition is on the web, 
and reminded them it is also distributed in 130 locations.   
 
Councilmember Wood asked how the City can work with the publication to integrate City 
information on diversity, and Ms. Risper encouraged everyone present to forward her any 
information they want in the paper.  Lastly Ms. Risper distributed a poem, The Bully that she 
wrote, and read it for the group. 
 
Discussion 
Update – Inquiry into HR Department on Employee Diverse Hiring Statistics 
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Mr. Waddell distributed a workforce snapshot his office received from the City Human Resource 
Department which outlined the numbers as of 12/31/2016.  Mr. Waddell confirmed it was for full 
time employees.  Councilmember Washington asked for a comparison to be done with the most 
recent census information.   Councilmember Wood stated she would research that information.  
The group also asked that law department inquire for the spreadsheet to include part time, 
contract and seasonal numbers. 
 
2017 Cesar Chavez Memorial Event 
Mr. Lopez distributed the draft flyer and program for the 2017, and asked that the flyer reformat 
the location address and sent to him in a pdf form.  Councilmember Wood stated she would also 
start working on the resolution and reach out to the Mayor’s office for the Mayor’s Proclamation. 
 
Discussion – City TV Program Series 
Councilmember Wood gave a brief overview of the presentation by Mr. Cochran at the last 
meeting.  Council Staff was asked to forward Mr. Cochran and Mr. Gabriel contact information 
from CityTV to Ms. Harris and the contact for TCOA.  The group then brain stormed theme 
names, including “Understanding We Are All Unique”, “We are Lansing” “We Are the Capital 
City”.  The group will continue the discussion at the next meetings 
  
Other 
Updates on Participants in the Committee  
Ms. Womboldt distributed a flyer on an upcoming health fair being held at the Bethel Seventh-
Day Adventist Community Church on March 5, 2017.  A flyer on the next Rejuvenating South 
Lansing was also distributed. 
 
Ms. Harris provided an update on the work of St. Vincent’s Refugee Center.  Some of their 
pending refugees’ cases were cancelled because of the Executive Order.  After the court order 
some have been rebooked.  St. Vincent’s is being told there will not be any more arrivals of 
refugees after March 8th.  The Refugee Center is looking at a 65% reduction, which is requiring 
them to lay off employees.     
 
Councilmember Washington noted that there is confusion on refugees, immigrants and 
undocumented immigrants.  Declaring a Sanctuary City does not help the refugees, and Ms. 
Harris confirmed they do not have anything to do with Sanctuary City’s.  Councilmember 
Washington stated she had hear other countries are closing their refugee camps and borders, 
then voiced a concern on what is going to happen globally.   
 
Ms. Harris noted that if you looked 110,000 at the refugees nationally that President Obama 
was allowing into the country that had been vetted and the Administration is now down to 
50,000.  These refugees did everything they needed to do with testing, vetting, etc.   
 
Councilmember Washington then asked if she knew how long the Executive Order would be in 
place.  Ms. Harris stated that it addresses 90 days for the original countries listed in that Order, 
then added 120 days to look at processing process.  Currently they do not know if the process 
of reviewing the process has begun.  Councilmember Washington offered her assistance in 
helping to keep the St. Vincent Refugee Center open.  Ms. Harris continued an overview of 
recent programs her group is doing. 
 
Adjourn 
Adjourn at 1:04 p.m. 
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak, Council Office Manager  







RES - Resolution - 06/01/2015



RES - Resolution - 04/23/2015











































       
 

 On Behalf of the Lansing City Council 

 

 

8th ANNUAL 
CÉSAR E. CHÁVEZ 

MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE 
 

 “Dignity” 
"What is at stake is human dignity. If a man is not accorded respect he cannot respect himself and if he does not 

respect himself, he cannot demand it." 

 
 

César E. Chavez  
March 31, 1927 – April 23, 1993 

 

Friday, March 31, 2017 
12:00 P.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

 

Keynote Speaker 

Attorney Tonatzin M. Alfaro Maiz 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
124 W. MICHIGAN AVENUE 

10TH FLOOR, CITY HALL 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 



 DE COLORES 
 

1. De colores, de colores se visten los campos en la 
primavera. De Colores, de colores son los pajarillos 
que vienen de fuera. De colores, de colores es el 
arco iris que vemos lucir,Y por eso los grandes 
amores de muchos olores me gustan a mi. Y por eso 
los grandes amores de muchos colores me gustan a 
mi. 

 
2. De colores, de colores brillantes y finos se viste la 

aurora. De colores, de colores son los mil reflejos 
que el sol atesora. De colores, de colores se viste el 
diamante que vemos lucir, Y por eso los grandes 
amores de muchos colores me gustan a mi. Y por 
eso los grandes amores de muchos colores me 
gustan a mi. 

 
3. Jubilosos, jubilosos vivamos en gracia puesto que se puede, 

Saciaremos, saciaremos la sed adorosa del Rey que no 
muere. Jubilosos, jubilosos Ilevemos a Cristo un alma y mil 
mas, Defundiendo la luz que ilumina la gracia divina del 
gran ideal. Defundiendo la luz que ilumina la gracia divina 
del gran ideal. 

 
4. Canta el gallo, canta el gallo con el quiri,quiri, quiri, 

quiri, quiri, La gallina, la gallina con el cara, cara, cara, 
cara, cara, Los polluelos, los polluelos con el pío, pío, 
pío, pío, pío. Y por eso los grandes amores de muchos 
colores me gustan a mi.  Y por eso los grandes amores de 
muchos colores me gustan a mi. 

 
 

PROGRAM SPONSORS 
The Lansing City Council in partnership with The Ad Hoc Committee 
on Diversity, LLEAD of Greater Lansing, ADELANTE/ FORWARD 
Magazine, Lansing Athletics, Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez, Pablo’s Old 
Town Mexican Restaurant, Aldaco’s Taco Bar, Hungry Howie’s, 
Alicia’s Authentic Mexican Deli, and the César E. Chávez Foundation 

 
 

 

 
 

CÉSAR E. CHÁVEZ 
8th 

ANNUAL MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE 
 

“Dignity” 
"What is at stake is human dignity. If a man is not accorded respect he 

cannot respect himself and if he does not respect himself, he cannot 
demand it." 

 
 

March 31, 1927 – April 23, 1993 
 

Friday, March 31, 2017  
12:00 to 1:00 P.M. 

 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
124 W. MICHIGAN AVENUE 

10TH FLOOR, CITY HALL 
LANSING, MI  48933 

 



Prayer of the Farm Workers' Struggle 

Written by César E. Chávez 
 

Show me the suffering of the most miserable; 
So I will know my people’s plight. 

 
Free me to pray for others; 

For you are present in every person. 
 

Help me to take responsibility for my own life; 
So that I can be free at last. 

 
Grant me courage to serve others; 

For in service there is true life. 
 

Give me honesty and patience; 
So that I can work with other workers. 

 
Bring forth song and celebration; 

So that the spirit will be alive among us. 
 

Let the spirit flourish and grow; 
So we will never tire of the struggle. 

 
Let us remember those who have died for justice; 

For they have given us life. 
 

Help us love even those who hate us; 
So we can change the world. Amen 

 
This Program is hosted by:  
Lansing City Council 

The Ad Hoc Committee on Diversity 
Lansing for César E. Chávez  

 
 

“Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez is a grassroots organization dedicated to 
honoring Cesar E. Chavez and continuing his work through community 

service, education, and advocacy” 
For information on how to help support the Archway Project 

Contact: Enrique Mendoza, Chairperson at 517-749-9482 
Al Salas, Vice Chairperson at 517-303-4937 

 

8th ANNUAL 
CÉSAR E. CHÁVEZ MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE 

 
MASTER OF CEREMOMNY……………………………………Guillermo Z. López, Trustee 
                                             LANSING SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION  
                                                                     
INVOCATION...……………………..……………………………………… Pastor Victor Trevino 
                                                                  THE BREAD HOUSE SOUTH                            
                                                                      
NATIONAL ANTHEM ……….………..………………………..  
 
 WELCOME ………………………………………………………Carol Wood, Councilperson 
                                                                 AT-LARGE COUNCILMEMBER  
         
 
 PROCLAMATION …………………………………………………………. Mayor Virg Bernero 
                                                                                  CITY OF LANSING 
 
MUSIC SELECTION.................................... 
 
  
COUNCIL RESOLUTION …………………………………………Patricia Spitzley, President 
                                                                                           LANSING CITY COUNCIL 
 
 COMMENTS …………….…………………………………………………….. Dr. Claude Hogan  
                                                                  LANSING FOR CÉSAR E. CHÁVEZ  
 
 MUSIC SELECTION ………………………………………………….  
 
 
 KEYNOTE ADDRESS…………………………………….…Attorney Tonatzin M. Alfaro Maiz 
        Formerly an Assistant Attorney General with the  

State of Michigan Department of Attorney General  
 
   
  CLOSING REMARKS ……………………………….. Jody Washington, Councilperson
                  City of Lansing 1st WARD   
                                             
  MUSIC SELECTION “De Colores” ……………………… 
    
                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RECEPTION FOLLOWING CLOSE OF PROGRAM 
IN THE CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENDANCE! 
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