
                                      
AGENDA 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Monday, October 9, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m. (note day/time) 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
 

Councilmember Judi Brown Clarke, Chair  
Councilmember Jessica Yorko, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Member  
Councilmember Adam Hussain, Member 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

3. Minutes 

 September 18, 2017 
 

4. Discussion/Action: 
 
A.) ORDINANCE – Z-5-2017; 1024 Lake Lansing Road; Conditional Rezoning 

from    “B” Commercial to “F-1”  
 

5. Other 
 

6. Adjourn 





DRAFT 

 
MINUTES 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Monday, September 18, 2017 @ 4:00 p.m. 

Council Conference Room, City Hall 10th Floor 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
Called to order at 4:04 p. m.  
 
PRESENT 
Council Member Brown Clarke, Chair 
Council Member Yorko, Vice-Chair- excused 

Council Member Houghton, Member 
Council Member Hussain, Member  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Jim Smiertka, City Attorney 
Gregory Venker, Assistant City Attorney 
Eric Pratt, LEAP 
Susan Stachowiak, Planning & Neighborhood Development 
Michael Markey, Del Vista LLC 
James McGillie, Representing Mr. Singh 
Andrew Burrows, My Space Lansing Storage 
Kathy Miles 
Elaine Womboldt 
Mandeer Singh 
Angela Bennett, Finance Director 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment at this time. 
 
MINUTES 
Council Member Hussain submitted written comments from Ms. Womboldt from the July 17th, 
2017 Committee meeting.  In addition he submitted comments on the August 7, 2017 
Committee meeting minutes.  After discussion by the Committee, Council Member Brown 
Clarke received the documents and placed them on the record as received at this meeting. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM JULY 
17, 2017 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 



MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
AUGUST 7, 2017 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
AUGUST 21, 2017.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
RESOLUTION – Appointment; Douglas Mains; 2nd Ward; Planning Board; Term to Expire June 
30, 2018 
Council Staff confirmed attempts via email and phone, however no response.  Council Member 
Brown Clarke moved the item to the next meeting, October 2, 2017.  
 
RESOLUTION – Set 2nd Public Hearing; IFT-1-17 Certificate; Cameron Tool; 1800 Bassett 
Council Staff distributed a new resolution to set a second hearing. 
 
Mr. Pratt recapped the project of a $4 million expansion on the applicant’s current campus.  The 
District was created in 2014.  In this recent application for their expansion, a public hearing was 
already held August 28th, at which point the notifications were sent first class mail.  The State 
statute requires the notifications be mailed certified mail.  Therefore, Mr. Pratt was now asking 
to set a 2nd public hearing to meet the State requirement of the notification to be sent certified 
mail. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke asked if the scope would still be the same, but just a change in 
the format they mailed the notices. Mr. Pratt agreed.   
 
Council Staff confirmed the hearing date would be set September 25, 2017 and the hearing 
itself will be held October 9, 2017. 
 
Council Member Houghton asked if the second mailing would include any details on why the 
recipients would be receiving a second notice, and why the second hearing.  Mr. Pratt stated 
normal practice would not, however he would attach a correspondence from his office. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO SET A SECOND PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
OCTOBER 9, 2017 FOR THE IFT-1-17 CERTIFICATE FOR CAMERON TOOL AT 1800 
BASSETT.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – OPRA Certificate; 1101 S. Washington Avenue; Super Fancy Too, LLC 
RESOLUTION – OPRA Certificate; 1103 S Washington Avenue; REO Life, LLC 
Mr. Pratt recapped for the Committee that the buildings were combined physically and on the 
same parcel, and through collaboration the have already created their overlay district, and have 
now physically separated the buildings.  The required public hearings were held on August 28th, 
and the final action for the Committee is to adopt the OPRA Certificates for both locations. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
OPRA CERTIFICATE FOR 1101 S. WASHINGTON AVENUE.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
OPRA CERTIFICATE FOR 1103 S. WASHINGTON AVENUE.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION – Set 2nd Public Hearing; Amended OPRA Certificate; 629 W Hillsdale; DED 
Dev. LLC 
Mr. Pratt stated that the request was for an amended OPRA for the remodel at the former fire 
station.  The original request included this application, but when it was submitted to the 
Treasury a “checked” box was removed and the Treasury as not able to consider the request.  
Mr. Pratt confirmed it was an administration error which created disapproval by the Treasury 
due to the technical issue.  It is permitted under the ACT, and will not affect the prior action and 
will make the schools whole.  The second public hearing request, Mr. Pratt stated was because 
like the earlier IFT, the notifications are required to be sent via certified mail and they were not. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO SET A SECOND PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
OCTOBER 9, 2017 FOR THE AMENDED OPRA CERTIFICATE FOR 629 W. HILLSDALE.  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
ORDINANCE – Z-5-2017; 1024 Lake Lansing Road; Rezone from “B” Residential to “F-1” 
Commercial 
Ms. Stachowiak outlined the property, which she stated was located at the corner of New York 
and Lake Lansing and a former party store.  The property was annexed into the City at the 
lowest density of residential, however has always been a commercial use.  The property owner 
has moved out of the business and is seeking to rezone it to market it correctly.  The Planning 
Office had received three communications on the request, 2 in support, 1 in opposition.  The 
Planning Board recommends approval. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke recapped the Council public hearing on August 28th, where it 
was stated to the Council the owner would no longer seek to put a medical marihuana 
dispensary in the location. 
 
Mr. McGillie, on behalf of the owner, assured the Committee that since the time of the 
application, and at the public hearing, they have determined they are no longer seeking to 
license a medical marihuana dispensary at this location.  Their wish to rezone is to maximize 
the use at the location. 
 
Council Member Houghton asked Mr. Smiertka for guidelines similar to what is use for SLU that 
the Committee and Council can determine what can and cannot be considered when making 
their decisions on rezoning’s’.  Ms. Stachowiak confirmed there are nine (9) criteria items for a 
SLU and it can also be conditional. A rezoning cannot be conditional unless the applicant 
approaches it and signs a certified document with the conditions listed.  Council Member 
Houghton asked for a list anyways, and Mr. Smiertka referred her to the staff report done by 
PND where each item is listed and answered by PND staff.  Mr. Smiertka then asked Ms. 
Stachowiak if she could work on a draft check off criteria list for rezoning’s and forward that to 
Law to look at. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke restated to the Committee that the applicant has confirmed at 
the public hearing and this meeting that he will not seek a license to locate a medical marihuana 
dispensary in the location, but is seeking the rezoning to make it marketable. 
 
Council Member Hussain spoke in opposition to the request, and voiced his concern that even 
with the owner pulling his statement that he would not do a medical marihuana dispensary in the 
location; he questioned what would prohibit him.  Mr. Smiertka stated that he would need a 
State and local license, and the ordinance does limit the number to 25, which will not take effect 
until another 2 months. 



 
Ms. Stachowiak stated that if medical marihuana dispensary is taken off the table, then she 
would recommend approval.  The property has been commercial for years and since it is 
currently vacant, it will lose its status of non-conforming, at which it would lead to a residential 
structure, and the lot is too small for that.  Under their current, as long as it is not vacant for 
longer than a year, (vacant as of July 2017) it can continue in a commercial non-conforming 
zoning use.  Ms. Stachowiak asked the applicant and their attorney if they would consider a 
conditional rezoning clearly stating no medical marihuana.  Mr. Singh and Mr. McGillie agreed.  
 
Council Member Hussain continued with his concerns with the application. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke recapped that Mr. McGillie and Mr. Singh both agreed to a 
conditional rezoning, and then asked them to work with PND staff and the City Attorney to 
submit their request for what would now be a conditional rezoning back before the Committee 
on October 2, 2017. 
 
Council Member Hussain asked for clarification on the question, if the rezoning request fails at 
Committee if it goes before the full Council for final action.  Council Member Brown Clarke 
clarified that it has to be voted out of Committee and if it fails at Committee it will not move 
forward to the full body. 
 
Ms. Stachowiak spoke to the applicant and his attorney, and informed them that she will work 
with the City Attorney office on their template for conditional rezoning, format it, and forward to 
the applicant. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke asked and was assured by Ms. Stachowiak that a second public 
hearing would not be required just because the applicant would now be seeking a conditional 
rezoning. 
 
The topic of the rezoning for 1024 Lake Lansing Road will be back before the Committee on 
October 2, 2017. 
 
RESOLUTION – Set the Public Hearing; SLU-3-2017; Del Vista, LLC, Residential Use in the “H” 
Light Industrial District, Vacant Property South of 322 Pere Marquette 
Ms. Stachowiak stated the applicant is requesting the SLU to building residential units on the 
property.  The area is located near the former Clara’s and serviced Clara’s as a parking lot.  The 
staff supports the request and believes it is a better use than the others that could go there such 
as manufacturing or a body shop.  Ms. Stachowiak concluded her presentation by stating that 
the applicant agreed to a conditional SLU that would intend to ensure the urban architectural 
design.   
 
Council Member Brown Clarke asked about parking and access.  Ms. Stachowiak stated they 
would access off Pere Marquette and the parking is going to be under ground. 
 
Mr. Markey introduced himself as the applicant and added to the presentation that they propose 
to have 20-28 units depending on how they achieve their parking.  Currently they are in the 
preliminary design phase. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO SET 
THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR OCTOBER 23, 2017 FOR THE SLU-3-2017 REQUEST FOR 
THE VACANT PROPERTY SOUTH OF 322 PERE MARQUETTE.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 



 
Other 

 DISCUSSION- Budget Priorities FY 2018/2019 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke asked the Committee to review the document to look and point 
out priorities that pertain to the Committee on Development and Planning.  Once the Committee 
decides on any updates or amendments they will be brought to the Committee of the Whole on 
September 25, 2017.  Ms. Bennett then was asked if there were any priorities that needed to be 
updated, addressed or removed because they have been met.  Council Member Brown Clarke 
reminded the Committee that they need to review them and move them forward if they are 
attainable.  If Council chooses the priority, it needs to be able to provide a deliverable and in the 
City scope. 
 
The Committee reviewed the document and after discussion decided on: 
 

I. Promoting a vibrant, safe, healthy and inclusive community that provides opportunity for 

personal and economic growth for residents, businesses and visitors. 

 

a)   The City’s diverse economy generates and retains (sustains) high quality stable 

jobs that strengthen the sales and property tax base and contribute to an 

exceptional quality of life 

 

(1) Economic Development The Administration should require a 
beautification standard/expectation and a storm water mitigation plan for 
all proposed development projects that receive incentives from the City. 
Such standards should serve as a planning and economic development 
tool that will enhance property values, create jobs, and revitalize 
neighborhoods and business areas. These standards and plan should be 
presented to the City Council. 

 

 

c) The City’s neighborhoods have various resources that allow them to be long 

term viable and appealing. 

 

(3) Grocery Stores: The Administration and the City of Lansing Economic 
Development Corporation should pursue grocery stores in the urban core 
using all State and Federal incentives, such as Public Act 231 of 2008 
(Tax Incentive for the establishment of retail groceries promoting healthy 
foods), the Federal Community and Economic Development Healthy 
Food Financing Initiative and the issuance of a national request for 
proposals, to be shared with the Lansing City Council, to encourage the 
location of urban grocery stores.  
 

d) Support economic development initiatives that promote and retain new 

industries and markets.  

V. Facilitating regional collaboration and connecting communities 

 



a) The City has a safe efficient and well connected multimodal transportation system 

that contributes to a high quality of life and is sensitive to surrounding uses. 

 
(1) Corridor: City Council encourages the Administration continue to develop 

a plan and report its status to the Lansing City Council that seeks to 
revitalize and enhance all major corridors that lead into the City. 

 

b) Seek a balanced distribution of affordable housing in the tri-county region. 

 
Council Member Brown Clarke asked Ms. Bennett if there were any of those priorities, under her 
perspective that she saw problematic.  Ms. Bennett responded that she had not issues with the 
chosen items. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke asked the Committee to forward all suggested language 
changes with “track changes” to her by Friday, 9/22/2017  and she will compile into one 
document to report to the Committee of the Whole Monday. 
 
ORDINANCE- Z-1-2015; 930 W. Holmes; “F” Commercial to “G-2” Wholesale 
Council Member Brown Clarke referred to a Protest Petition that was submitted that the 
Planning and Neighborhood Development Office and Council offices earlier in the day. 
 
Ms. Stachowiak clarified that after review by her office, the petition is not a “Protest Petition” 
citing the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act; 125.3403 which stated the protest petition had to be 
signed by 1 or more of a) the owners of at least 20% of the area of land included in the 
proposed change; b) the owners of at least 20% of the area of land included within an area 
extending outward 100feet from any point on the boundary of the land included in the proposed 
change; or c) publicly owned land shall be excluded in calculating the 20% land area 
requirement under subsection (1).  Ms. Stachowiak stated that the preparers of the petition do 
not meet any of the three.  If the petition did meet any requirements, it would need to have a 
vote of 6 Council Members to be accepted.  Mr. Smiertka confirmed the same grounds are 
statutory in the Charter.  Council Member Brown Clarke informed the Committee that based on 
the information that was just provided the document would be placed on file as part of the 
record, but will not be taken into consideration in the discussion or determination of the vote.  
She also added that based on the information that was provided at the last Committee meetings 
where this agenda item was discussed the Committee cannot take into consideration any 
unpaid taxes, uses, or violations. 
 
Council Member Houghton asked Ms. Stachowiak what the difference was between the current 
F zoning and the “G-2” Wholesale.  Ms. Stachowiak stated that “G-2” is required to allow for 
warehousing and storage. 
 
Council Member Hussain voiced his concerns with the required public hearing being held in 
2015, that there have been new owners and new businesses within the 300’ mailing area since 
then, and stated his opinion that it would set the City up for liability and would be interested in a 
second public hearing. 
 
The consensus of the Committee was to consider a second public hearing. 
 
Mr. Smiertka asked Ms. Stachowiak why the application sat idle for 2 years.  Ms. Stachowiak 
stated she was not sure.  It was noted the owner was not present to answer any questions.  



Based on continued questions and statements made on the ownership of the property and 
authority for the application, she would be fine with a second hearing also allowing her time to 
verify. 
 
Ms. Womboldt spoke in opposition to the rezoning request for the property, and submitted her 
comments in writing at the end of the meeting. (Attached). 
 
Mr. Burrows, on behalf of My Space Self-Storage at 3512 S MLK, outlined the protest petition 
his client had him file.  Mr. Burrows noted that his client was not in their current location when 
the first public hearing was held, and so felt they now want the opportunity to speak on it.  Mr. 
Burrows and his client spoke in opposition to the rezoning application.  Mr. Burrows then 
referred back to an earlier application for rezoning by his client at the property at 3512 S MLK 
where he stated he was informed by the Planning Staff they would need a 300’ setback long 
Holmes Road, and therefore chose not to expand.  Mr. Burrows stated his client believes the 
opinions are inconsistent. 
 
Ms. Stachowiak confirmed she had met with the owner of 3512 S MLK, and told him staff would 
not support his rezoning because it was inconsistent with the land use master plan, and the 
applicant could have applied but staff would not support his request. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke pointed out to the public and staff that the Committee had 
already decided to hold a second hearing, so there will be time between these meetings, the 
public hearing and when it comes back to Committee for staff to research anything they think 
needs clarification. 
 
Mr. Smiertka asked Ms. Stachowiak if she could look at how this application went through the 
Planning Board.  Ms. Stachowiak agreed and stated she would also research the ownership 
issue that has been brought up in the past. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HUSSAIN TO SET A SECOND PUBLIC HEARING ON Z-1-
2015 FOR THE REZONING AT 930 W. HOLMES FOR OCTOBER 23, 2017.  MOTION 
CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Adjourn at 5:22 p.m.            
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak,  
Recording Secretary,   
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on_________________ 
 
 





 



 



 

































ORDINANCE # _______ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN, PROVIDING FOR THE 

REZONING OF A PARCEL OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF LANSING, 

MICHIGAN AND FOR THE REVISION OF THE DISTRICT MAPS ADOPTED BY 

SECTION 1246.02 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES. 

 

 The City of Lansing ordains: 

 

Section 1.  That the district maps adopted by and incorporated as Section 1246.02 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Lansing, Michigan be amended to provide as follows: 

 

 To change the zoning classification of the property described as follows: 

 

 Case Number:  Z-5-2017 

  

 Parcel Number: 33-01-01-03-379-002 

 

Legal Descriptions: Lot 6, except parts used for street purposes; Blackwood 

Subdivision, City of Lansing, Ingham County, MI, from “B” 

Residential district to “F-1” Commercial district, with the 

condition that no application shall be made for 1024 Lake Lansing 

Road for a medical marijuana provisioning center license, which 

condition shall run with the land at 1024 Lake Lansing Road and 

be binding upon the successor owner of the land.   

 

 Section 2.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions hereof 

are hereby repealed. 

  

 Section 3.   This ordinance was duly adopted by the Lansing City Council on _________, 

2017, and a copy is available in the office of the Lansing City Clerk, 9th Floor, City Hall, 124 W. 

Michigan Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933. 

  

 Section 4.   This ordinance shall take effect upon the expiration of seven (7) days from 

the date this notice of adoption is published in a newspaper of general circulation.  
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