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                                                          MINUTES 
                                              Committee of the Whole 
                                 Monday, December 11, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m. 
                                              City Council Chambers 
  
CALL TO ORDER   
Council President Spitzley called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT 
Councilmember Brown Clarke- arrived at 6:38 p.m. 

Councilmember Kathie Dunbar 
Councilmember Tina Houghton – arrived at 5:09 p.m.     
Councilmember Adam Hussain – arrived at 5:05 p.m. 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley 
Councilmember Jody Washington – arrived at 6:24 p.m. 

Councilmember Carol Wood  
Councilmember Jessica Yorko  

 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Jim Smiertka, City Attorney 
Paul Beitler 
JP Beitler 
Loretta Stanaway 
Chris Pruett 
Tim Moede 
Gary Casteel 
Kelly Rossman-McKinney 
Elaine Womboldt 
Louse Alderson 
Bethany Morton 
Vanessa Shafer 
Kathy Miles 
Jamie Schriner 
Diana Kobus 
Apaxo Maiz 
Tonatizin Maiz 
John J Castillo 
Alfonso Salas 
Gina Salas 
Karl Dorshimer, LEAP 
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Kris Klein, LEAP 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Stanaway spoke in supported of the sale of Waverly Golf Course, but spoke in opposition 
to the sale of City Hall and the development. 
 
Ms. Womboldt asked the Committee take their time on the decision for the proposed sale and 
development of City Hall.  She then spoke in support of the recommended appointment of 
Mindy Jones to the Medical Marihuana Commission and the sale of the Museum to R.E. Olds 
Museum.  Ms. Womboldt continued with her comments opposing the sale of Waverly Park and 
concerns on the Mayors Executive Order. 
 
Ms. Miles spoke to the Committee on the proposed sale of City Hall. 
 
Mr. Casteele spoke in opposition to the sale of City Hall. 
 
Ms. Shafer, stating her role as the Executive Director of the Old Town Business Association, 
supported the addition of a sign topper noting “Historic Grand River”. 
 
Ms. Schriner asked for support of the proposed historic signage for Grand River in Old Town, 
on every corner post.  She then offered petitions who supported both names on the sign.  She 
also wanted the Committee to know there are miscommunications out in the public, and the 
Committee should know the residents want a small amount of history left on the sign for Grand 
River Avenue. 
 
Ms. Maiz spoke in support of the Cesar Chavez Avenue name change. 
 
Presentation 
Beitler Real Estate Services  RE: City Hall Development 
Mr. Hannan spoke in support of the proposal.   
Mr. Beitler provided a presentation on the proposal (attached). 
 
Council Member Yorko questioned the development agreement, Section 2.4, which spoke to 
City conditions and approval of a Brownfield for captured taxes.    Mr. Beitler assured the 
Committee he was not asking for any financing from the City, County or the State.  Mr. 
Hannan added that the Brownfield would be utilized by the City to capture the benefits of City 
Hall into a hotel and use to renovate the new site, former Lansing State Journal.  Council 
Member Wood recapped a timeline of first seeing it November 27, 2017 and being told there 
was no rush, but now being asked to make a decision within 21 days from seeing it the first 
time.  A question was then asked for an updated on the status of the future location for the 
LPD and Courts.  Mr. Hannan distributed a handout on the considerations and options for 
future facilities for the Lansing Police Department and 54-A District Court.  At this time there 
was no definite location for them.  The proposed purchase price for the former LSJ building 
was $2.8 million Mr. Hannan informed the Committee, which he stated was negotiated by 
CBRE.  Council Member Wood asked if it was a $2.8 million purchase, and $35-$45 million to 
rehab, which Mr. Beitler confirmed.  Council Member Wood then asked anyone could provide 
an estimate of the bond payment on the $50 million. Mr. Hannan stated the City would not 
need to issue a $50 million bond, but closer to $35 million and the Council and Administration 
will control the costs and what is spent.  There is a $40 million number in the context of the 
plan with a 30-year bond and millage of 1.2 mills.  Council Member Wood asked for 
clarification on if the $40 million would include the courts.  Mr. Hannan referred the Committee 
to the document he handed out and stated the revenue streams derived from the new City Hall 
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project will cover largely the new City Hall renovation of the former LSJ building, then they will 
bond for a new facility for the LPD, Courts and detention.   
Council  Member Wood asked Mr. Smiertka to confirm if the lease agreement includes 
anything that says they can or cannot got to the tax tribunal to have the taxes lowered.  Mr. 
Smiertka referred the Committee to Exhibit C of the agreement, which notes there is nothing in 
there for penalizing them for challenging the taxes.  There are public policy questions on the 
legality of it, and there are challenges all the time, but nothing is in the agreement.  Mr. Beitler 
informed the Committee that they would only be in a position to get a tax appeal if the taxes 
were improperly assessed.  To restrict to ever repeal would be an ongoing an 
overassessment, not feasible.   
 
Council Member Hussain questioned the bond amount and payment, and asked for details on 
the prediction of what the Brownfield and TIF will generate.  Council Member Hussain voiced 
his concern that without the determination of numbers, it would be hard for them to make a 
decision.  He concluded by speaking to Mr. Beitler referencing research on the Madison 
Wisconsin site cited in their presentations, which Council Member Hussain stated he found 
that the City of Madison took years to make a determination which began in January, 2013 
with the RFP, which then they chose a developer over a year later in February 2014, which 
then lead to a modified proposal request in the summer of 2014.  That City then issued a new 
RFP in May 2015, and a third request for proposals in November 2015.  The bid was not 
awarded until July 2016.  Council Member Hussain concluded by stating his preference to wait 
until 2018 and speak to the incoming Mayor and new Council. 
 
Mr. Beitler appealed to the Committee stating that when they approached the City, they were 
trying to help the City to prevent selling at the bottom of the market until they want to maximize 
in the future, and their belief is that it can only be done with a ground lease.   
 
Minutes 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 
27, 2017 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items 
Mr. Moede spoke on the topic of the options that were presented for other locations for City 
Hall, LPD and courts. 
 
Ms. Rossman-McKinney spoke in support of the City Hall proposal. 
 
Council Member Yorko and Dunbar stepped away from the meeting at 6:14 p.m. 
Council Member Yorko and Dunbar returned to the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Judge Alderson spoke on behalf of the 54-A District Courts, reminding the Committee that the 
proposal they just saw does not include a home for the Court or LPD.  She noted that the 
Courts want to be an active partner with the future City Hall.  Judge Alderson brought it to the 
Committee attention that their Statue states that the funding unit has to be responsible for 
District Court.  Her concern currently is that with 30,000-40,000 cases annually, the current 
proposal is offering a short time frame.  It was also noted that suggestions on consolidation of 
the justice system is not new and in 2012 they tried working on the same approach and were 
not able to come to consolidation.  Council Member Wood asked Judge Alderson if the Courts 
were part of the process on RFP or any discussion since Beitler was selected.  Judge 
Alderson admitted that she had just got the document they got on the considerations and 
options tonight at this meeting. 
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Mr. Castillo invited the Committee to the Spanish Symposium and offered tickets to the Old 
Town businesses. 
 
Council President Spitzley stepped away from the meeting at 6:25 p.m. 

Mr. Salas spoke on the history of Cesar Chavez 
 
Council President Spitzley returned to the meeting at 6:26 p.m. 
 
Ms. Salas spoke in support of the historic signs on the same sign on the Cesar Chavez 
Avenue. 
 
Discussion/Action: 
RESOLUTION – Appointment; Mindy Jones to the Medical Marihuana Commission 2nd Ward; 
2-year Term 
Ms. Jones spoke to the Committee on her experiences with neighborhood associations 
including Scott Woods and Old Everett.  She also confirmed she was contacted by the 
Mayor’s office to fill the spot and has an interest in it with her 29-year experience as a 
registered nurse. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOUGHTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTON FOR THE 
APPOINTMENT OF MINDY JONES TO THE MEDICAL MARIHUANA COMMISSION AS THE 
2ND WARD MEMBER.  MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – ACT-1-2017; Sale of R. E. Olds Museum; 240 Museum Drive 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE SALE 
OF R.E. OLDS UNDER ACT1-2017.  MOTION 7-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – ACT-13-2012; Sale of Waverly Park and Michigan Avenue Park 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER YORKO TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR ACT13-
2012. 
 
Council Member Wood asked for additional information, including if there was a current 
appraisal, and if not, why not. 
 
Mr. Hannan returned to the meeting at 6:32 p.m. 
 
Council Member Wood asked Mr. Hannan was the appraisal came in at.  Mr. Hannan 
answered it was at $3.2 million, so Council Member Wood asked why the City is selling for 
less than the appraisal and also if he knew what they were going to do with the property.  Mr. 
Hannan stated his understanding was that they planned to pursue mixed use and commercial 
along Saginaw Highway and residential to the south.  Council Member Wood then asked Mr. 
Hannan if the rezoning with the Township was a contingency on the sale.  Mr. Hannan stated 
it was not a contingency but a condition as part of the due diligence. 
 
Council Member Yorko stepped away from the meeting at 6:33 p.m.  
 
Council Member Wood recapped a discussion from the public hearing when there was a 
discussion on the sledding hill, and maintaining it as a sledding hill.  Mr. Hannan stated there 
was never a commitment for a sledding hill to be carved out of the deal, but it could be 
replicated somewhere else.  If the sale is approved the Parks Department would receive $2 
million which they could use for a sledding hill. 
 
Mr. Smiertka confirmed to the Committee that per the Charter there is an appraisal required 
before the negotiation of an acquisition of a sale. 
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Council Member Hussain reminded the Committee that in 2016 the appraisal was for $3.6 
million and the current sale price is $2.6 million.  Mr. Hannan confirmed the sale price is $2.2 
million. 
 
Council Member Washington asked for details on the purchasers plans for the property, at 
which Mr. Hannan confirmed there was no details on the plan. 
 
Council Member Brown Clarke arrived at the meeting at 6:38 p.m. 

 
Council Member Dunbar stated her memory was that the sledding hill in the past could not be 
carved out, but an option, and they did negotiate the price had to be used somewhere else. 
 
Council Member Hussain asked by the earlier purchaser, Schostak, walked away and did not 
work with the Township.   
 
Council Member Spitzley stepped away from the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

 
Mr. Hannan answered Council Member Hussain by stating that Schostak removed their offer 
because the Township refused to move forward on the rezoning.  The property has been 
marketed since 2014. 
  
MOTION CARRIED 8-0. 
 
RESOLUTION –Brownfield Redevelopment Plan #71; Neogen 1000 Hosmer Redevelopment 
Project 
Mr. Klein informed the Committee it was a 30,000-40,000-square foot project expansion with a 
$1.8 million investment, that being a $1.3 million building improvement and $5,000 personal 
proper investment, bringing in 25 new jobs.  The Brownfield plan will be $414, 273 in new 
taxes, and $192,588 will be used to reimburse NEOGRN for eligibility.  Mr. Klein was not able 
to provide the pledge vs. the actual but would provide that later. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR 
THE BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN #71.  MOTION CARRIED 8-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Authorizing Temporary Operation of Medical Marihuana Facilities 
Mr. Hannan informed the Committee that this resolution would establish the framework to 
authorize temporary operation for the facilities.  They are governed by the recent emergency 
rules issued by LARA, and those emergency guidelines require a resolution to be passed, and 
also the local City Clerk has to attest there is an ordinance in place, at which that did take 
place October 7th.  Once this resolution is in effect the new recent Executive Order sets the 
guidelines, which states they must apply by December 15th, 2017 and if they do not they have 
to cease business by December 22, 2017.  This resolution provides the frame work, and the 
executive order provides the orders to the City departments.  Council President Spitzley 
reiterated that this resolution was being done because of the recent emergency rules by the 
State of Michigan.   
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR THE 
AUTHORIZING TEMPORARY OPERATION OF MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITIES.  
MOTION CARRIED 8-0. 
 
RESOLUTION –  Adjust Common Boundaries between City of Lansing and City of East 
Lansing 
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Mr. Smiertka stated this resolution would straighten the boundaries between the two cities, 
and allow East Lansing to continue their WWTP on the property.  The City of Lansing and the 
City of East Lansing both have to pass the resolution.  At the time of this meeting East Lansing 
had not passed their resolution yet. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO ADJUST 
THE COMMON BOUNDARIES BETWEEN THE CITY OF LANSING AND THE CITY OF 
EAST LANSING.  MOTION BY CAROL – 8-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Acceptance of Roadway in College Fields 
Mr. Smiertka noted that the roadway was in College Fields subdivision and golf course that 
was part of an Act 425 with East Lansing.  Once the development is done the developer has to 
dedicate the roads to the municipality it is located in.  Mr. Hannan added that this is the 7th and 
final phase of the development and the City has accepted the other streets in the development 
in the past.    
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT 
THE COLLEGE FIELDS ROADWAY.  MOTION CARRIED 8-0. 
 
RESOLUTION - Naming Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, the former East Grand River Avenue and 
West Grand River Avenue, to include Honorary East Grand River Avenue and Honorary West 
Grand River Avenue. Specifically, East Grand River Avenue commencing at Oakland Avenue 
and ending at Washington Avenue and West Grand River Avenue commencing at Washington 
Avenue and ending at Pine Street 
Council Member Yorko referenced the Committee to the two proposed resolutions, one drafted 
by her and one drafted by Council Member Wood, and was encouraged to replace the last two 
paragraphs of her resolution with the proposed last two paragraphs from Council Member 
Wood. 
 
Council Member Houghton asked if the new sign would be placed on every sign.  Council 
Member Wood stated it would be similar to the Northtown signs, and it would depend on how 
many the neighborhoods purchased.  Council Member Yorko stated that the recommendation 
is clear and the finer points will be handled by the administration. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION.  
MOTION CARRIED 8-0. 
 
Other  
No other topics. 
 
Adjourn 
Adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted by,  
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by Committee on  












































































































