AGENDA

Committee of the Whole
Monday, September 11, 2017 — 5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers, City Hall 10" Floor
UPDATED 9/8/2017

Council Member Spitzley, Chairperson
Council Member Wood, Vice Chair

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Minutes

e August 28, 2017
4. Public Comment on Agenda Items (Up to 3 Minutes)

5. Discussion/Action:
A.) RESOLUTION — Reappointments to six individuals to various Boards and
Commissions

{CLOSED SESSION}

City Attorney Written Communication:
e RE: City of East Lansing vs. City of Lansing
e RE: Gamut Group, LLC vs. City of Lansing

{RECONVENE}

B.) RESOLUTION- Set the Public Hearing for Memorial Application;
Renaming of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue
from Oakland Avenue to Pine Street to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue

6. Other

7. Adjourn

The City of Lansing’s Mission is to ensure quality of life by:
I.  Promoting a vibrant, safe, healthy and inclusive community that provides opportunity for personal and economic
growth for residents, businesses and visitors
Il.  Securing short and long term financial stability through prudent management of city resources.
IIl.  Providing reliable, efficient and quality services that are responsive to the needs of residents and businesses.
IV. Adopting sustainable practices that protect and enhance our cultural, natural and historical resources.
V. Facilitating regional collaboration and connecting communities
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MINUTES

Committee of the Whole
Monday, August 28, 2017 @ 5:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER
Council President Spitzley called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

PRESENT

Councilmember Brown Clarke

Councilmember Kathie Dunbar- arrived at 5:44 p.m.
Councilmember Tina Houghton

Councilmember Adam Hussain

Councilmember Patricia Spitzley
Councilmember Jody Washington
Councilmember Carol Wood

Councilmember Jessica Yorko- arrived at 5:03 p.m.

OTHERS PRESENT
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff
Eric Brewer, Council Internal Auditor
Randy Hannan, Mayors Executive
Jim Smiertka, City Attorney
Kathy Miles

Jeff Landgraf

Deb Parrish

Sheila Jackson

Elaine Womboldt

Suzanne Elms Barclay
Sam Wilber

Gillian Dawson

Steve Monti

Jennifer Jones

Michelle Erskine

Rebecca Geller

Aubrey Olton

Lee Klein

Loretta Stanaway

Brant Johnson

Jacob Tonk

Kira Tait
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Emily Wakowski

Dawn Lawler

Al Salas

Scott Keith, LEPFA

Angela Bennett, City Finance Director
James Butler Ill, LEPFA Board Chairman

Minutes
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM AUGUST 14,
2017 AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Presentation

e LEPFA PRESENTATION
Mr. Smiertka provided the Committee with an overview of what the LEPFA is and the authority
they are authorized by the State. It became a separate body, created in 1995 by Council
resolution and Mayor at the time. It was initially the Greater Lansing Convention Bureau and
then dissolved. The City owns all facilities and LEPFA is the operating agency.

Mr. Keith distributed a handout and presented a power point presentation. It was noted the
original operation agreement was for 20 years, and in January 2017 it was agreed to another
10 years by LEPFA and the City. Mr. Keith proceed in his presentation which included the
mission statement, details on the facilities LEPFA operates, the Lansing Center, the Lansing
City Market and Cooley Law School Stadium. The economic impact projected for 2017 was
$86 million and revenue projected in 2018 at $6.7 million with a $1,205,500 projected subsidy
for 2018. Mr. Keith turned the focus to the performance measures. This included information
that the Stadium had a 27.9% increase, and projects150 non-baseball events in the coming
year. Lastly Mr. Keith committed to collaboration and transparency and meeting with the
Committee of the Whole twice a year or more. In the past, there was a Customer Advisory
Board and LEPFA has reinstated it.

Council Member Wood asked Mr. Keith for the earlier requested update on vendor
agreements at Common Ground and specifically “Got Meds” at the event. Council President
Spitzley informed the Committee that Council leadership had sat down with Mr. Keith and Mr.
Butler to frame the larger concerns that Council had in preparation for this meeting, and in that
meeting they expressed the numerous concerns with the Common Ground event and the City
Market. Mr. Keith noted the changes they have made for Common Ground is that those
vendors will now have to submit their transient license from Ingham County with their
application, and if the vendor is a non-profit they will have to provide their paperwork defining
their non-profit. Council President Spitzley reminded Mr. Keith that a key concern of Council
Members was that dispensaries are illegal, and to have them on City property, and during an
event the City subsidizes is an issue that needs to be corrected.

Council Member Hussain asked Mr. Keith about the Prime concert event, and LEPFA
involvement, since it was not mentioned until after the budget sessions. Mr. Keith admitted
that at the time of the budget sessions, there was no agreement with Prime, and since then
they have agreed to only hold the liquor license under Center Park Productions, no LEPFA
staff will be utilized, and they will help Prime work with emergency management personnel.

Council Member Houghton asked for details on the vision for the Market. Mr. Keith stated they
are thinking of changing the scope of the market, with a farmer's market one day a week,
offering events and activities. Council President Spitzley brought up the topic of a grocery
store and an earlier discussion with Mr. Keith. Mr. Keith stated the DLI did a study on that
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vision. The Committee supported research into a grocery store, and market options, along
with delivery options.

Council President Spitzley asked Mr. Keith to explain who would determine the members of
the Advisory Board. Mr. Keith stated the program before had a mix use of local businesses,
corporate businesses, and a moderator. No one from LEPFA attends.

Council Member Wood asked if LEPFA was exploring the parking issues, and Mr. Keith
informed the Committee he had a meeting scheduled with Mr. Johnson with the City to
brainstorm. Council Member Yorko acknowledged the many uses in the market area, and
stated she has never experienced an issue with locating a parking space.

Mr. Keith was asked to stay for public comment.

Discussion/Action

RESOLUTION — Second Amendment to the Defined Contribution Plan

Ms. Bennett stated that the amendment being made was the effective date change from
9/15/2012 to 1/1/2013. The date needed to be the same date as the changes in the
document. Ms. Bennett confirmed that there were no new hires during that time frame, so no
employees were affected. Lastly, Ms. Bennett asked that the resolution be amended to
include the name of the Chairperson to William Barkyoumb.

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION WITH THE
ADDITION OF “WILLIAM BARKYOUMB” FOR THE AMENDMENTS TO THE DEFINED
CONTRIBTUION PLAN. MOTION CARRIED 8-0.

Other
2018/2019 BUDGET PRIORITIES

Council President Spitzley asked the all Committee members review the document, address at
their committees, and bring back any amendments to the September 25, 2017 Committee of
the Whole meeting for discussion and passage. Per the Charter the Priorities need to be
adopted by October 1, 2017.

DISCUSSION — Ordinance Amendments; Chapter 1300; Requlation and Licensing of Medical
Marihuana Establishments

Council Member Brown Clarke offered additional changes to the COW Draft 1 of the Medical
Marihuana Ordinance and asked Council President Spitzley if it should be reviewed before the
public comment. Council Member Washington stated she too had changes, in additional
Council President Spitzley herself noted she had some. It was determined public comment
would be taken at this time.

Public Comment on Agenda Items
Ms. Miles spoke in opposition on to “Got Meds” at Common Ground, the COW Draft #1, and
asked Council not to pass an ordinance with all 5 types listed in it.

Mr. Landgraf spoke to the Committee on his proposed future business which would be a
Safety Compliance Facility, and pointed out that the ordinance requirement for an onsite
security guard could be an additional extra expense.

Ms. Parrish spoke briefly about the posting of Council agendas on the website, spoke in

support of additional designate parking for the City Market, and lastly spoke in support of the
Medical Marihuana Ordinance that came from the Committee on Public Safety.
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Ms. Jackson spoke to the Committee on the benefits of medical marihuana on the
beneficiaries’ health.

Ms. Womboldt spoke in opposition to “Got Meds” at Common Ground, and noted she
appreciate the new procedure Mr. Keith mentioned earlier. Ms. Womboldt then spoke on the
Medical Marihuana Ordinance, citing seven (7) points that Rejuvenating South Lansing felt
strong about. Those were the definition of “Park” and keeping it the same as the Master Plan,
no playground equipment listed; buffering should be property line to property line, within 1,000
ft. from schools, day care, child care, or 500 ft. from churches, substance abuse center,
rehabilitation centers, parks or their facilities, no commercial grow, no drive-thru, no
grandfathering, and no more than 24 that are equally divided between the 4 wards, and lastly
drop the criteria of the Zoning Board of Appeals. Ms. Womboldt conclude by asking the
Committee not to rush into a decision.

Ms. Elms-Barclay spoke on her family experience with medical marihuana, and provided
information to the Committee, asking them to take action.

Ms. Wilber spoke in her role as a social worker who works with young mothers at a residence
center, then spoke on her personal experience, and supported the use of medical marihuana.
Lastly she asked the Committee to not shut dispensaries.

Ms. Dawson read from then submitted a Freedom of Information Act Request Letter to the City
Attorney. The letters stated her request for copies of any and all emails by all currently seated
City Council Members that contain the words Marijuana, Marihuana, MMFLA, Medical
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, Dispensaries, Cannabis and Weed. Any email
conversations pertaining or referring to Chapter 1300 of the Lansing City Code of Ordinances,
and any email conversations pertaining or referring to Lansing Loves Safe Jobs sent or
received by the aforementioned persons. Council President Spitzley provided Ms. Dawson
with the appropriate procedure for submission of a FOIA and then Mr. Smiertka accepted Ms.
Dawson’s letter on the floor.

Mr. Monti spoke briefly on LEPFA and his concerns with LEPFA not showing a profit but the
City subsidizing them. Mr. Monti then moved onto the topic of medical marihuana asking for a
unilateral decision, and questioned the requirement of an armed guard.

Ms. Jones spoke to the Committee on her personal experience with medical marihuana, and
her belief that Lansing is the last place patients can get medical marihuana. Ms. Jones stated
her belief that “Got Meds” at Common Ground was only passing out educational information.

Ms. Erskine spoke in support of medical marihuana dispensaries, and asked for safe access
to the product so resident can work, live and thrive in Lansing. Ms. Erskine spoke in support
of the medical marihuana dispensaries and asked for safe locations for the medical marihuana
to be kept.

Ms. Geller spoke in support of medical marihuana dispensaries.

Ms. Olton spoke in support of the use of medical marihuana and asked the Committee to allow
dispensaries.

Mr. Klein spoke in support of the medical benefits of cannabis, encouraged the Committee to
read about what is happening in Colorado, and to speak to their constituents.
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Ms. Stanaway spoke about the presentation by LEPFA earlier in the meeting, and gave her
opinion that she did not believe their changes will lower the City subsidy. Ms. Stanaway also
spoke in opposition to dispensaries noting they are illegal, then encouraged the Committee to
spend their time on the FY2018/2017 Budget Priorities to address Police, Fire, roads,
sidewalks, and the pension.

Mr. Johnson spoke about the funding determination for the dispensary and spoke in opposition
to 25 dispensaries. Mr. Johnson then asked them why they would prohibit drive-thru instead
of limiting them.

Ms. Tait spoke in support of medical marihuana dispensaries.

Council Member Hussain stepped away from the meeting at 6:28 p.m.

Ms. Walkowski provided personal experience and spoke in support of dispensaries.

Ms. Lawler presented to the Committee her person experience with medical marihuana.

Council Member Hussain returned to the meeting at 6:31 p.m.

Ms. Lawler asked the Committee to consider keeping dispensaries open.

Mr. Salas asked the Committee to support the renaming of Grand River to Cesar Chavez.
DISCUSSION — Ordinance Amendments; Chapter 1300; Regulation and Licensing of Medical
Marihuana Establishments

Council President Spitzley acknowledged the efforts of the Committees that have worked on
the document so far, and recapped that the Committee of the Whole reviewed the document in

June before setting a public hearing. It was also noted to all Committee Members that
amendments can be discussed and voted upon at the Committee meeting.

Council Member Houghton stepped away from the meeting at 6:36 p.m.

Council President Spitzley continued the process, but noting that the amendments will be
brought forward and voted on at that time. The Committee has listened to the residents,
constituents, business owners and have vetted the document. She noted again the
Committee has had the COW Draft #1 document since June, 2017. The goal would not be to
close dispensaries and that characterization is unfair. At no point has any Council Member
said they will close everyone in Lansing. The State of Michigan regulatory structure says they
cannot issue a license unless there is a license from the City. Therefore, the City Council has
to put a regulatory structure in place for the licensing of the dispensaries or they will have to
close.

Council Member Houghton returned to the meeting at 6:39 p.m.

In regard to comments made that dispensaries have had to close, Council President Spitzley
reminded the public that there is a Moratorium in place from last May 2016 and if someone
has opened a dispensary since that time, that is why they are required to close now.

Council Member Yorko referenced page 13 of COW Draft #1 which spoke to security, and
noted there is nothing that states it would be an “armed” guard however that was referenced
by the public during public comment, so she asked the Committee to refer her to the section
where it states “armed” security guard. It was noted by the Committee there was no definition
for security guard in the document. Council Member Yorko then referred to page 15, line 5
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asking for verification on why it was suggested and why. This spoke to the verification of the
funds. Council President Spitzley cited the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act
qualification section, which is where the language came from.

333.27408 Proof of financial responsibility. Sec. 408. (1) Before the board grants or renews
any license under this act, the licensee or applicant shall file with the department proof of
financial responsibility for liability for bodily injury to lawful users resulting from the
manufacture, distribution, transportation, or sale of adulterated marihuana or adulterated
marihuana-infused product in an amount not less than $100,000.00. The proof of financial
responsibility may be in the form of cash, unencumbered securities, a liability insurance policy,
or a constant value bond executed by a surety company authorized to do business in this
state.

The Committee held a discussion on the interpretation of the language and if it meant
insurance, or net worth. Mr. Smiertka confirmed “net worth” was used because it does mean
cash and could be all types of assets.

Council Member Yorko stated she could not support how it was written on page 15 line 5, but
would support the language from the State law.

Council Member Yorko then referred to page 16, line 40 which spoke to “Proof of Surety Bond
in the amount of $50,000 with the City of Lansing listed as the oblige to guarantee
performance by the applicant of the terms, conditions and obligations of this chapter in a
manner a surety approved by the City Attorney or in the alternative.” She then asked who was
responsible for writing it. Mr. Smiertka confirmed law wrote it, and the surety bond was in the
case of inspections and claims dealing with the five (5) types of operations to protect the City
against damages. Council Member Yorko asked it was required on liquor licenses and other
licenses. Mr. Smiertka stated it was typical with a municipality address licenses and contracts
operations. Council Member Wood asked if this item on page 16, line 40 was the first time it
was in a draft, and Mr. Smierkta confirmed it has been in the COW dratft.

Council Member Dunbar did not support a $100,000 minimum net worth. Mr. Smiertka
assured her that it is not “cash in the bank”, but assets minus liabilities; therefore, could be
everything they have as an asset in the business. Council Member Dunbar asked if “bank
statements” could be removed from page 15 line 5, and replaced with items that demonstrate
net worth. Then Council Member Dunbar moved the Committee back to page 16, line 40 and
asked by the surety bond with the City additionally insured. Mr. Smierkta noted it was a
performance bond made in favor of the City, but again noted on line 44 it stated, “or in the
alternative”. An “escrow” would be considered “an alternative”. Council President Spitzley
pointed out to the Committee and the public that “surety bonds” are a business term and any
business owner would be aware of the term and interpretation, if not their lawyer could explain
it to them. Lastly, she too referred the Committee back to page 15, line 5 where it spoke to the
$100,000, not that the same amount would be required by the State Law, therefore if the City
removes it from their Ordinance, the applicants will still have to obtain it when they apply to the
State. By keeping it in the City Ordinance, the applicants will be addressing it as part of the
application process with the City first.

Council Member Wood asked Mr. Smiertka why on page 16, line 25 item (26) had everything
was listed, and Mr. Smierkta confirmed it was because they serve different purposes.

Council Member Brown Clarke distributed a substitute document that she created after a
discussion with the City Attorney, noting there were no substantive changes, and that the
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majority of the changes reflected earlier discussions with the City Clerk on the handling of the
licenses. She then referred everyone to page 17 of the document.

Council Member Wood distributed her notes for discussion and amendments, and asked
Council President Spitzley how to incorporate those into the discussion. The documents were
distributed to the Committee.

Council Member Brown Clarke referred the Committee to pages 17-19 of her document which
highlighted moving the licensing to the Clerk’s office.

Council Member Washington noted that in light of the recently distributed documents she was
asking for time to review the changes, and also had some changes of her own.

Council Member Spitzley asked Mr. Smiertka and Council Member Brown Clarke for a red-
lined version of her changes.

Council Member Wood referred the Committee to her distributed document, noting she had
made changes to the definition of “Parks” and listed the 36 parks with no playground
equipment in them.

Council Member Yorko stepped away from the meeting at 7:13 p.m.

Council Member Wood referenced 1300.4 in her recent amendments, which would strike (B)
from the ordinance. Mr. Smierkta stated if that was done it would create a legal issue based
on the hearings he has been present at with LARA. He continued by stating that if they apply
with the new ordinance in affect and currently are operating a dispensary they could continue
to operate until they are approved or rejected.

Council Member Houghton asked what the time period was between the City Ordinance and
LARA will give licenses, since everyone will have to close until they get the State license. Mr.
Smiertka noted that once the ordinance is adopted, it requires a license. The ordinance will
take effect 30 days after publication, if they are in violation it would be a civil infraction for
operating without a license. That would be a $750 fine for the first day, and $500 for every
day after. The language currently states if they have been there since the beginning, even if
they are in operation and have no license, they can file an application and can continue until
they are approved or denied. If they are approved they will get a provisional license from the
City until they go through the process and get approved by LARA.

Council Member Wood asked for a Special Committee of the Whole to address everyone’s
recommendations. The Committee was asked to look at dates, and Council President Spitzley
stated she would not wait another 3 weeks. Council Member Washington inquired into why
the urgency, and suggested if there was urgency, to only address provisioning centers at this
time.

Council Member Yorko stepped away from the meeting at 7:22 p.m.

Council Member Washington then pointed out that currently there is no employee to regulate
the process, and for $1 million in sales it would only generate 3%. Council Member Spitzley
acknowledged Council Member Washington’s suggestions, but stated she would not pursue
the ordinance in a “piece meal” and her agenda is to move forward with a good public policy
looking at all the recommendations from the Committee Members.

Council Member Yorko returned to the meeting at 7:26 p.m.
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Council Member Washington also acknowledged her goal for a good public policy that is
financially responsible to up hold the policy. She confirmed she would give her suggestions to
the Committee.

Council Member Brown Clarke stated to the Committee that if there is a lack of code
enforcement and policing, then the Committee needs to focus on safe and accessible quality
product, and a public policy needs to be put in place. She confirmed she sat down with the
City Attorney to work on her recent recommendations which align with State law.

Council President Spitzley recessed the Committee of the Whole meeting at 7:30 p.m. to
address the pending Council Meeting that was scheduled to start at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Hannan noted before recess that the State estimates the sales of medical marihuana in
Michigan and Lansing can generate $2 million in a year in tax revenue, exclusive of property
taxes and income taxes.

Reconvene
Council President Spitzley reconvened the Committee of the Whole meeting at 10:30 p.m.
Council Member Yorko was not present.

Council President Spitzley set a Special Committee of the Whole meeting for September 7,
2017 at 5:00 p.m. The Committee was directed to provide any suggestions to amend COW
Draft #1 to Council President, Vice President and Council Staff no later than Friday,
September 1, 2017. Council President Spitzley then asked Law and Council Member Brown
Clarke for a “strike-out” version of the recommendations she presented earlier in the meeting.

Council Member Houghton asked if maps could provide the number of dispensaries within
1,000 ft. and the 500 ft. to determine how many would be allowed to stay. Council President
Spitzley referenced the COW Draft #1 which noted only twenty (20) licenses would be issues,
and Council Member Washington noted that the zoning determinations could take that number
to eight (8). Council Member Wood pointed out to the Committee that currently there is not a
complete list of where all the dispensaries are currently, and if they are going to stay there if
they are licensed. Council Member Brown Clarke asked the Committee to look at all five (5)
types, not just dispensaries.

Adjourn

Adjourned at 10:45 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,

Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary
Lansing City Council

Approved by Committee on
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XV A2k

1. Resolutions— Multiple Re-appointments to Boards/Commissions:

BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE City OF LANSING

WHEREAS, the Mayor made reappointments to various Boards as stated below:

Board of Fire Commissioners:
Yvonne McConnell-Young as a Third Ward Member for a term to expire June 30, 2019;
and

Capital Area Transportation Authority:

Anne Wilson as a City of Lansing representative for a term to expire September 30,
2020

Robert Swanson as a City of Lansing representative for a term to expire September 30,
2020; and

Lansing Entertainment & Public Facilities Authority:
Cynthia Bowen as an At-Large Member for a term to expire June 30, 2019,
Charles Janssen as an At-Large Member for a term to expire June 30, 28; and

Memorial Review Board:
Maria Starr VanCore as an At-Large Member for a term to expire June 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s office has verified that the nominees have been vetted and
meet the qualifications as required by the City Charter.

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council confirms the
reappointments to various Boards as stated below:

Board of Fire Commissioners:
Yvonne McConnell-Young as a Third Ward Member for a term to expire June 30, 2019;
and

Capital Area Transportation Authority:

Anne Wilson as a City of Lansing representative for a term to expire September 30,
2020

Robert Swanson as a City of Lansing representative for a term to expire September 30,
2020; and

Lansing Entertainment & Public Facilities Authority:

Cynthia Bowen as an At-Large Member for a term to expire June 30, 2019,
Charles Janssen as an At-Large Member for a term to expire June 30, 28; and
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Memorial Review Board:
Maria Starr VanCore as an At-Large Member for a term to expire June 30, 2018
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XV. A. l.c.

Chris Swope
Lansing City Clerk

August 28, 2017

City Council President and Members of the Lansing City Council
10th Floor, City Hall
Lansing, M| 48933

Dear Councilmembers:

The City of Lansing Memorial Review Board voted on August 15 to approve the renaming
of East and West Grand River to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue.

The application submitted as well as letters and petitions in support and letters in
opposition are available for review at http://www.lansingmi.gov/1401/Documents-
Placed-on-File

Per the Lansing City Ordinance Chapter 1034 Naming and Renaming of Public Memorials,
City Council “shall within 90 days” approve or deny the renaming sought in the enclosed
application after holding a public hearing.

Sincerely,

Chris Swope, CMMC/CMC
Lansing City Clerk

Lansing City Clerk’s Office
Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, Ml 48933-1695
517-483-4131 s 517-377-0068 FAX
clerk.cityoflansingmi.com $ clerk@ci.lansing.mi.us



Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee
P.0. Box

Lansing, MI 48909
August 10, 2017

Mr. Chris Swope, City Clerk
City of Lansing

124 W. Michigan Ave., 9% Floor
Lansing, MI

Dear Mr. Swope:

Re: Application for Renaming portions of East Grand River and
West Grand River to César E. Chdvez Ave.

The Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee submits the attached Application for
Naming and Renaming Memorials in the City of Lansing, Michigan in support of
renaming portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue to
César E. Chavez Ave. Specifically, the application requests that East Grand River
Avenue commencing at Oakland Avenue and ending at Washington Avenue and
West Grand River Avenue commencing at Washington Avenue and ending at Pine
Street be renamed César E. Chavez Avenue. The street name change will specifically
impact approximately 150 Lansing residents and businesses, the majority of which

overwhelmingly support the change. The basis and significance of the proposed
street name change is addressed in the application.

}

The Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee is committed to honoring César E.
Chavez in the City of Lansing with a permanent street renaming, as well as
continuing his humanitarian efforts in the greater Lansing community. City-wide

many Lansing residents support this change as evidenced by the petitions submitted
with the application and their “Si Se Puede” words of encouragement.

Please find the attached application and required documents for review and
submission to the appropriate City of Lansing boards or committees along w1th a
check for the estimated cost of mailing notice to owners of all properties with ° =
mailing addresses on the subject streets and on corners, which intersect the sutggct“

streets. lf more information or documentation is needed to consider the apphcaﬁion =
please contact me at: (517}775- 2442

EE
g =
Sincerely, W}p ~<
[
r
Al Salas

Vice Chair, The Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

oM 72 Hd 01 e



Application for Naming and Renaming Memorials In the
City ofL.ansing, Michigan

Proposed name:_César E. Chdvez Avenue

Basis and significance of proposed name: César E. Chavez dedicated his life to nonviolent social change,
justice, equality and humane treatment for all. César E. Chavez marched to Lansing in the 1970’s to
highlight the deplorable living conditions of agriculture workers in the State of Michigan. He met
with legislators and was instrumental in initiating regulations and laws to improve the living
conditions of farm workers throughout Michigan. The Lansing César E. Chidvez Committee is
requesting the name of an American hero on one of the City’s major streets as a way of honoring a
man who dedicated his life to the struggle for justice and ecuality for all Americans. His contributions
have been recognized in hundreds of cities across the country. He, like Mahatma Gandhi, Martin
Luther King [r.. Mother Teresa and others understood the meaning of non-violent social change and
used it to elevate the human condition among one of the most vuinerable segments of American
society. César E, Chavez was a leader and organizer who founded the first successful farm workers
labor union in American history. His mission was to affirm the dignity of farm workers and to ensure
fair wages, medical coverage, benefits, and humane living and workplace conditions for millions of
Americans. César E. Chavez inspired millions of Americans and was awarded the .S, Presidential
Medal of Freedom, America’s highest civilian honor, and the Martin Luther King Jr. Peace Prize. His
philosophy, “Si se Puede” or “Yes We Can” influenced miilions.of Americans to seek economic and
social equality beginning in the 1960’s and that philosophy remains alive and well today. Chavez

served in the United States Navy during World War 11, during which millions lost their lives, After his

military service he dedicated his life to advancing and improving the lives of all farm workers and ali

oppressed people in the United States and the world. As described by Senator Robert F. Kennedy,
César E. Chavez is "one of the heroic figures of our time."

Lansing, Michigan has been home for thousands of farm workers, many of whom were Latino and
Hispanic as early as the 1940’s. The north side of Lansing became the home, heartbeat and center for

the growing Latino and Hispanic community, which included migrant farm workers and factory
workers. Latino and Hispanic businesses and community activity was concentrated and established_
in the East and West Grand River Avenue area such as El Renacimiento, a bilingual community
newspaper, restaurants {(Ramon's, Torres’s), Cristo Rey Church, Cristo Rey Cormnmunity Center, and
Quinto Sol newspaper and radio station, to name a few. César E. Chdvez personal connection to this
community occurred when he visited the L.ansing community and other Michigan cities in the late
60’s and 70’s to organize farmworkers. He also led a march from Saginaw to Lansing to hishlight the
plight of farm workers and to request legislative changes to improve the conditions of farmworkers in
Michigan. The renaming of East Grand River Ave and West Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez
Avenue, honors not only one of the great leaders of the Latino and Hispanic community, but a man
who became an American hero to all.

Object, site, or street to be named or renamed; Portions of East and West Grand River Avenue,
specifically: East Grand River Avenue beginning at Cakland Avenue to Washington Avenue and West
Grand River Avenue beginning at Washington Ave to Pine Street The proposal is to rename these
streets César E. Chavez Avenue.

Currentname (ifapplicable):_East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue




Impact onresidents: The effect of the proposed name change upon the affected residents is being
received favorably. There are approximately 60-80 residents on this portion of East Grand River
Avenue and West Grand River Avenue that will be directly affected. Many if not all of them have
signed petitions in support of the name change. Some residents claimed the name change would be a
great benefit because it will eliminate confusion with East Grand River in East Lansing. Other
residents stated that they thought the “honorary” designation was temporary like the changing of
Logan Street to Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Lansing residents throughout the ¢ity also support the
change, as evidenced by the attached petitions and letters of support. The proposed street name
change has received a positive response from citizens of Lansing representing all wallks of life,
including from a broad range of ethnic and economic backgrounds. The effort has united many
citizens of Lansing to work together for the betterment of the City. They see the name change asa
vehicle to promote understanding of American values and historv and to unify citizens. Honoring

César E. Chavez in this way will demonstrate that Lansing, Michigan is a city that stands for diversity
and promotes the importance of tolerance and inctusion,

Impact onbusinesses:_The effect of the proposed name change upon the affected businesses is
primarily favorable. Many of the businesses currently on what is now East and West Grand River
Avenue have expressed a positive response to the street name change. Another significant effectis
the attracting of business and commerce in that area. Two businesses have been identified and have
made it known that the changing of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chdvez Avenue has
encouraged them to open new businesses within the area resulting from the proposed street name
chanpe. As stated above, in terms of a social effect, it will illustrate that Lansing, Michigan is a city
that believes in the power of inclusion and understands the importance of diversity and building
communities that are welcoming of Americans from diverse backgrounds. The Lansing for César E.
Chavez Committee recognizes business owners may incur costs as a result of the name change for
stationary and literature. In 2010, the Old Town Commercial Association, which represents some of
the businesses, raised the financial cost as a basis for opposition. At that time, it was recommended
that a gradual name change process be considered to minimize costs and provide time to deplete
their stationary and literature inventory until the street name is officially changed. Moreover, the
businesses would incur a one time only cost as part of the normal procedure for reordering stationery
with the new street name. The 2010 “honorary” designation of César E. Chidvez Avenue tg East Grand
River Avenue provided the businesses an opportunity to use both names on their stationary and
literature to assist in a smooth transition. The Lansing for César E. Chivez Committee proposes to
negotiate a discounted group rate for printing of new stationery with a local print shop to help absorb
some of the cost for the business owners on Grand River Avenue. Also, many businesses rely
primarily on websites, which can be easily modified, with little or no cost.

Projectedimplementationcostifapplicationisapproved: Minimal to the city. Approximately, thirty [(30)
street signs must be replaced changing East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue to
César E. Chavez Avenue. According to Andrew Miller traffic design specialist in the Transportation
Division of the Public Service Department, replacement and installation costs are approximately

$81.66 per ground mounted sign and $131.31 per traffic signal pole mounted signs. Mr. Chris Swope,
Lansing City Clerk, previously anticipated a cost of $117.00 for mailing notification to the area
businesses and residents. The City should be able to absorb the minimal costs for changing the street
signs. If necessary, Lansing César E. Chavez Committee will contribute funds to pay for the
implementation costs associated with the street signs. Payment for mailing notification to owners of
all properties with mailing addresses on these streets has been submitted with this application.

Proposedfunding:_City to absorb the costs or the Lansing César E. Chidvez Committee will
contribute funds for the signs. No additional funds will be needed after street signs replaced.

Anticipatedsupportand/oroppositiontotheproposal. It is anticipated that there will be general support
for the naming of portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue after César E.
Chéavez, a formidable humanitarian that contributed to improving conditions for all Americans, not




just the farm workers. Petitions and letters attached to the application demonstrate support from
individuals, churches, agencies and organizations.

There has been nominal opposition to the street name change from the 0ld Town Commercial
Association (OTCA] and a few of its members. OTCA opposed the change in 2010 and maintains its
opposition now. Notably, the majority of 0TCA members do not have businesses on East and West
Grand River Avenue and only a few of the businesses on East Grand River fall within the boundary
designation of “Old Town” as defined by the city of Lansing. Generally, however, “Old Town” is
recognized as an area located in the north side of Lansing. Initially, many of the businesses in Old
Town signed the 2017 petitions to support the name change and individually explained the basis for
their support. An organized effort by OTCA to oppose the name change resulted in a few businesses
changing their position and citing the devaluing of 0ld Town if the street was named César E. Chavez
Avenue. Notice of these position changes has been informal, but formal notices will be provided upon

receipt. Opponents of this change may not fully know or understand César E. Chavez's local, state and

national achievements and contributions to our state and nation. Clearly, the renaming of the street
to César E. Chivez Avenue would result in Lansing being celebrated for recognizing this humanitarian

leader and renaming the street César E. Chavez Avenue.

If the Proposed Memorial involves changing a street name, this application must be accompanied
by payment for the estimated cost of mailing notice to owners of all properties with mailing
addresses on the subject street and on corners which intersect the subject street. :

Applicant's Name: The Lansing for César E. Chidvez Committee Date: August 10, 2017

Applicant's Address; _P.0. Box 27072

City Lansing State: MI Zip: 48909

Main Contact Number; (5171775-2442 Secondary Contact Number: [5171327-8828

If you have gquestions please call: 517-483-4131

When you are done with this form, please return it to: Chris Swope, City Clerk
Lansing City Clerk's Office
Ninth Floor, Gity Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, M| 48933-1695 clerk@lansingmi.gov



RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the endersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commitiee to have Bast Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hofor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

' Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE
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We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committes to have East Grand River from QOakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored

tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

' Lansing before being adopted.
' NAME ADDRESS E-MAIL (optional)
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE, CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lamsing or Cesar E. Chavez Compmittes to have East Grand River from Oakiand Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E, Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored

tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this

i
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO -

CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine

Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a Izbor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go throu,._,h the proper chammels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E, CHAVEZ AVENUE

&
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We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

‘ “II

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commitiee to have East Granid River from Qakland Avenue to Pine
Strest renamed Cesar E. Chavez. Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this Initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of
" Lansing before being adopted.
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We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez ComxniﬁactﬂhaveEastGréndRi:verﬁ'om (Oakland Avenue fo Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenne. We inderstand the historical significance and hofior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of '

RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

T NAME ADDRESS E-MAIL (optional)
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -

tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We undexstand that this initiative would need to g through the proper channels of the City of

L)

" Lansing before being adopted.
' NAME ADDRESS E-MAIL (optional)
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
SIGNATURE " NAME ADDRESS E-MAIL (optional)
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commitiee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a iabor leader and civil fights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

* Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committes to have Fast Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
 tirelessly as a labor leader and ¢ivil nights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper chamnels of the City of

Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have Bast Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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) RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

. We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commities to bave Bast Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hahor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil righis activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper chanuels of the City of '

7

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grarid River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored °
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of }

- 4
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Yot/ %@zfg%gaﬁ: =

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE. CHAYEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commitiee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Sireet repamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. 'We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
., . NAME ADDRESS E-MAIL (optional)
\J‘n'\ ‘l‘(ef‘f‘maﬂn. e Oaii’uwc; P!‘. liggz'@
arciss G e~ 2.1 Mer M w912
Qi wese 81 Dana i \.me:zm vz ABRE
Areba Al . (210 Theodne
C';cn‘b::n lt_? ﬂi%:) Wﬂm-d’(:‘.;j- be e G421 ” . [
m & o212 ke !‘fél_% Q/foﬁﬂzz &‘?‘W —=i3ol S @/ g ma [ -Cdr™
Zz_'fr Cog (—-,onZ:ﬂg?_ —d
C i sBecan 2] th:s ‘Tt"#@%@
Sholg Rec\ &N i\ 1 i

/%4’4&/ ~ /Q//ff-( LT

2AR) Sheler— L,

[0, 0 FrhedrsS

0 & é/{jr Z&/ﬂ@nm

Ninvome D552 112 2 Meacenar Lnnd 48310 1575 r4S$5e9 @ ginn o, con
VeSS Fsgeqte¥ Sl 3y P TR P — o
C;-\'\rl-p‘rfne_ l'\l l—l L%LO R‘c_&;\_q_-f-cj R%
} ) 7"‘7 "@" f\ck;ﬁﬂ'\ . _
Ol e ot QS oy AN Olie § codoe ) @ Wi
e L | 2 Aapt'Goe 890
les e’ & Archer) J61Z TusCrwu i YT Y2 Hof~ P

YMoando, Hroceo- oS

’2_\0 5. \—mwm} Bye 4egin

28D R (GALIA

Yoz - (et UKSY

giﬂm S9N 27 HRPE RN 95915

yail MorFssey 208 Westmerelasd Avz 4 (merrissey US4 @ poron com
Rent Gohoq. Dot Oalmos 37 Aeogitondshuboosss ©yahos cosd
Leniaolt, YW'o W\ As W HARS Seaamerye

Aloaesl ZLLonss

2/08 0Oeedss ST ZGaS.

-~

=



Street mnar’ned Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored

RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We ﬂleunden;ignﬁd,supportﬂleeﬁ'misofthel.ans’mgmCesarEChavezCommﬁteemhaveEastGrandthmﬁomOaldandAvenuﬁume

R

tirelessly as a Jabor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE |

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine

Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Aveone. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the mdersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue ta Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and ¢ivil rights activist. ‘We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of '
* Lansing before being adopted.

NAME ADDRESS E-MAIL (optional)

Ltirt 6COhna ¥V~ S0 twhiTheg 11 Lleamme o K606) Skx,
Jdessdcz HiteS IR0, YL Mg, Fe| MG G g0z,
Sy~ Uf‘&-"‘c\@/_ GCC6 ichard ace - § ot euns L COF) o iV oy

\\mz& L\M;\uvz WOR O Mnmﬁf : —F

S N I / s

lll’? U ﬁmcij.a Al Wy kM%M AL Opeh

Mansle lapro Doo LAY 15 i

(Y & Pcm e T Guzat
—[{"dﬁ'(‘_.!ﬁ ( z;;:)?l"k)é g/-(/fu% f:)uf'sw L

“ Rbla by presn 13T & Gravd i’ T T—

ey Gerpzafoc 21 (Maselbufind D2 -
Famurl ) UV AN LIS Quact R

é%ﬂf/uﬂ%}k& %5!3 thcﬂaurﬂ DR _ ‘

EENT#M:ML [Eeruyi06s | Stoq Sounpprhvry -

e S‘erm K Fcho, 3o plai ST GT

=== N 30 Qleft S+ HCug
. ] ’ & W ithan rMovn (| 2oy v Ralarezoo

M& _
727 P QE%‘,_L_ A |Mansele Daloede ] 1 /377 RE Reo R4 L1y L@ g b2l Ces

N ‘

Z, e Locove Garvad é_g.._.‘qﬁi%&\m-éﬁm@.—lﬂ 2] W-3 o) M

; N ' \raNiNaoCeey 1 S L

\Q\&W\Q%bud%

4




f

RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

‘We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commitise To have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamned Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored

 tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

J)“C‘;'i

Lansing before being adopted. ‘%\
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committos to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored

tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of
" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E

. GRAND RIVER TO

CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

. g

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Graid River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street repamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
 tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

¥ Must be a?es{d,en#

of Lans 1}23 "

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing ot Cesar E. Chavez Conumittee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hotor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and ¢ivil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lanpsing before being adopted.
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We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commitice to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenne. We understand the historical sigoificance and honor that this would pay o Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channeis of the City of b
* Lapsing before being adopted.

RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
" CESARE.CHAVEZ AVENUE

ADDRESS E-MAIL (optional)
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E, Chavez Avenne. We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who laborad
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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"RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

ﬁih/lttsq' bea P&Si'c//%rio
ot Lam;mg‘

We, the vndersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avepne. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
 tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

Lansing before being adopted.
' NAME ADDRESS V7 E-MAIL {optional)
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Qakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hohor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirglessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper chammels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
. NAME —_ADDRESS E-MAIL {optional)
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the nndersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Comuittoe to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historieal significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil righis activist. We umderstand that this initiative would need to go through the proper chanvels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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" Lansing before being adopted.

RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

“MusT 36 fQ Rcswé/u T

CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Averue to Pine

Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E, Chavez who Jabored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. ‘We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Ceser E. Chavez Committee to have Bast Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hotor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -

tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of
" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a lebor leader amd civil rights activist. We undexstand that this initiative would need to go torough the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

‘We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of -

" Lansing before being adopted.

V' /

Pl 5, Teigror i
o, o p it

SIGPATUREN — NAME ADDRESS P E-MAIL (optional)
. %@M’M T nt 407 VU“(%W1LT({/% ALK :
ette. (psiiljo (3 W Grarnd Livert pve | castilio. pme o gmail Crm
amele whidua | 20Y w- G%W ﬁ.LUEf;AUE Ramnart 008 Vahe. com

E-dzilanl) STRIEIA. & uiATL

6*‘/# /// (& patle

8l

B UJTET

Yames Jelaproes) 318 o Ciesdd Bgex
Y %Mca , A Erves | Ciarpuntide fatoctlcom
VA sl Z69 (M (ovvend bFover | Clandomdl [ o pmaild €our
Ko HELD [ 107 2 NWHSHIREBN S J
”, R A 17 Dowagle f"}i?lq At foior
W A No gD Cuieer  Koxaoo 07 ¢ ovand Giger FNe
wﬂmvﬁwwq Vamédn Krpny 469 2. Lrand River Qve
¢ g puispgl @AY %/MM
2 ﬂl:j&z.ﬁﬁhﬁmaﬂr zz2 %r{'ﬂﬂ S Lre 1Soinlin o @ana/ cho
Jws<ila DY\G\‘ ST “

31



RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenne, We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez whe labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil righis activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper charmels of the City of
" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO 07

We, the nndersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Cormitiee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue o Pine
Strest renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avernme, We understend the historical significance and honor that fhis wonld pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labered -

_ tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of '
Tanging before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

‘We, the vndersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakiand Avenue to Pine
Strest renamed Cesar E, Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a lzbor leader and ¢ivil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being ‘adopted.
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N MUST BE A RESIDe.

RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

OF LANSING

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of'the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the nndersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street remamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenne, We mnderstand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -

tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this inifiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of !
" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE, CHAVEZ AVENUE

!

@e, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansimg or Cesar E. Chavez Cormittes to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Sireet renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical sigoificance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Comaitice to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, We understand the historical significance and hotor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
 tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper chaunels of the City of '
Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

‘We, the undersigned, sapport the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Commitiee to have East Grand River from Qakland Avenue to Pine

Street repamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenne. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee to have East Grand River from Qakland Avenue 1o Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. 'We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
A ‘
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO

o

@1

CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Comuvittee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenne to Pine
Strest renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenpve. We nnderstand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who 1zbored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. 'We understand that this initiative wounld need to go through the proper channels of the City of

' Lansing before being adopted.
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WhtusT BE ARESEDENT
RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO 95
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Corumittee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine
Strest repamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenune. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We wnderstand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESARE. CHAVEZ AVENUE

WUST Bé A RestberT

5 LARSIG

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Cornnittes to have East Grand River from Oskland Avenue to Pine
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenne. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez whe labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We understand that this initiative would need to go through the proper channels of the City of '

" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO |

CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE.

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committee fo have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pime
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenne, ‘We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored -
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. We wnderstand that this initiative would need to go throngh the proper charels of the City of !
" Lansing before being adopted.
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RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Committes to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pine

Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. 'We understand the historical significance and hotior that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored ©
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rights activist. Weundmtand'ﬂ:atth:smlbamewnuldmedmgothmn,,htheproperchannelsofthecnyof

" Lansing before being adapted.
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s fysT BE A RESEDENT

RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

- JARSING

We, the undersigned, support the efforts of the Lansing or Cesar E. Chavez Coromiftee to have East Grand River from Oakland Avenue to Pins
Street renamed Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. We understand the historical significance and honor that this would pay to Cesar E. Chavez who labored *
tirelessly as a labor leader and civil rfights activist. We understand that this initiaiive would need to go through the proper channels of the City of v
" Lansing before being adopied.
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E-MAIL {optional)
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MICHIGAN

RON BIEBER DARYL NEWMAN
President Secretary-Treasurer
Ph 517-487-5968 | F §17-487-5213 419 washington Square S., Sulte 200
miaficlo.org Lansing, Ml 48933

August 10, 2017

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members:

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez Committee to urge you to
rename portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue, Lansing,
Michigan between QOakland Avenue and Pine Street to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. |
understand that the City of Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

) wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Committee to rename portions of East and
West Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2010 honorary designation, and
elevating its status to a city street named Cesar E. Chavez Avenue.

Although the community efforts to rename a street Cesar E. Chavez Avenue commenced
in the 1990’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to be celebrating the renaming as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

J e [Biehe

Ron Bieber, President
Michigan State AFL-CIO

-

MIAFLCIO.ORG | facebook.com/MIAFLCIO | @MIAFLCIO

@D



TONY BEN AVIDES

3337 S, Catherine 5t., Lansing, Ml 48911

Lansing Memorial Board Members and
City Council Members

i applaud Lansing Memorial Board members for considering to name a street after César E.
Chavez: A man who worked endlessly to give a voice to thousands of farm workers. In doing so
he brought light to those in Lansing and in Michigan who are underpaid, have no
representation and work for billionaire companies that keep workers living a substandard way
of life.

The discussions that follow your decisions will surely point out the economics of such a change,
but | sincerely hope that the benefits to Lansing residents will also be discussed and be seen as
much more important.

César E. Chavez is a much needed, honored and recognized American hero. In a culture where
violence is often used to settle differences, let Lansing citizens discuss how this man
encouraged non- violence among his followers and how humility, perseverance, and strong
negotiating skills accomplished his union’s goals and bettered the lives of thousands.

What strong goals for our families! What strong message for our youthl
Lansing youth and adults need a hero who promoted non-violence.
A strategy that worked and was applauded by many world nations and leaders.
Name a street after César E. Chavez! Do not marginalize our community by not doing so.
Respectfully, )
7;;;/7 /%M/JM.M/&?
Tony Benavides,

Former mayor of Lansing



Bryan L. Crenshaw

County Commissioner District 4
213 East Harris Street
Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 256-6573
becrenshaw@ingham.org

August 15,2017

City of Lansing Memorial Review Board/Lansing City Council
124 W, Michigan Avenue

{0" Floor City Hall

Lansing, MI 48533

Dear Lansing City Memorial Review Board and City Council Members,

I am writing on behalf of the Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez Committee to urge you to rename East Grand River
Avenue, Lansing, Michigan, between Oakland Avenue and Pine Street to Cesar E, Chavez Avenue. I understand
that the City of Lansing ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

As the grandson of the first Hispanic Ingham County Commissioner who once represented this part of
Lansing/Ingham County on the Ingham County Board of Commissioners, and now the current Ingham County
Commissioner representing this area, I witnessed the impact Cesar E. Chavez had on the Hispanic community.
From his visits and marches which mobilized Hispanics throughout the Greater Lansing area, an honor of
naming this street after Cesar E. Chavez is most fitting. Many Hispanic families settled their families in the
North Lansing arca, often referred to as “El Norte”, after they were tired of migrating to Lansing when they
worked as migrant farmworkers in fields around the area, Just as the former Logan Street was named after Civil
Rights Leader Martin Luther King Jr., and Main Street named after Malcolm X, now is the time to honor Cesar
E. Chavez with a permanent name on a street in the City of Lansing,

I wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez Committee to rename Fast Grand River
Avenue to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. I understand that this involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue
completely, eliminating the 2012 Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named Cesar E.
Chavez Avenue,

Although community efforts to rename a street Cesar E. Chavez Avenue commenced in the 1990°s, now is the
time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017, I hope to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand
River Avenue to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Please note this letter is on behalf of myself, and does not imply support of the entire Ingham County Board of
Comrnissioners.

Thank You,

ryan L. Crenshaw
Ingham County Commissioner
District 4



STATE OF MICHIGAN
RICK SNYDER DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATQRY AFFAIRS SHELLY EDGERTON
GOVERNOR HISPANIC LATING COMMISSION OF MICHIGAN DIREGTOR

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING MICHIGAN TO
CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

August 9, 2017

City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Courncil Members:

My name is Felipe Lopez Sustaita; I am the Executive Dircctor of the Hispanic/Latino
Commission of Michigan. | am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chdvez Commnittes,
supporting their effort to rename portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River
Avenue, in Lansing, Michigan between Oakland Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chévez
Avenue. I understand that the City of Lansing Ordinances has the authority to allow for the
rcnaming of streets,

1 understand that this action involves changing the name East Grand River Avenue and West
Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2010 honorary designation, and elevating its
status to @ city street pamed César E. Chéivez Avenue. Many Lansing Hispanic/Latino
comimunity members have worked tiredly and diligently o honor a great American hero. I urge
you to please consider this proposal.

Althougl community efforts to rename a street César E. Chévez Avenue commenced in the
1990°s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017, 1 hope to be
celebrating the renaming of portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue
to César I, Chavez Avenue in the near future. Please act as soon as legally possible.

Sii

Felipe Lopez Sustaita, Ed. D., MSW
Executive Director, Hispanic Latino Commission Of Michigan
State of Michigan

lopezsustaitaf@michigan.goy

811 W. OTTAWA « P.Q. BOX 30004 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
www.michigan.gov/hicom « 517-373-8339
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Cristo Rey

Community Center

August 9, 2017

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Please accept this letter as my formal support of the effort to rename East Grand
River Avenue (between Qakland Avenue and Pine Street) to “Cesar E. Chavez
Avenue.”

I understand that this effort involves eliminating the name “East Grand River
Avenue” to this portion of the street. The committee is ultimately seeking the
-approval of City Council to elevate the current 2012 honorary name designation
to a permanent city street named Cesar E. Chavez Avenue.

| hope to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to Cesar E.
Chavez Avenue as soon as legally possible.

Smcerelv,

Joseph Garcia
Executive Director

People Helping People
Executive Offices
1717 N. High St., Lansing, M1 48906 | O: (517)253-8258 | F: (517) 372-8499 | cristoreycommunity.org



Tom and Lupe 1zzo
6340 Pine Hollow Drive
East Lansing, M1 48823
August 7, 2017

City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

124 W Michigan Avenue

9th Floor of City Hall

Lansing, M1 48933

RE: Lansing for César E. Chdvez Committee’s application to rename E. Grand
River Avenue and W. Grand River Ave to César E. Chdvez Avenue

Dear City Council and Lansing Memorial Board:

We fully support renaming East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue,
Lansing, Michigan to César E. Chavez Avenue. Lupe’s parents (Efraim and Francisca
Marinez) were migrant farmworkers and came to the Lansing area in the 1940’s. Lupe, her
parents and siblings personally met and worked alongside César E. Chdvez when he came
to Lansing. Lupe personally experienced life in Lansing, as a daughter of farmworkers.
Honoring this great man and labor leader speaks volumes about Lansing’s mission to be a
world-class city and model for inclusivity, diversity, and recognition of national leaders.

César E. Chavez, like Martin Luther King, Jr., Mahatma Ghandi and Mother Theresa
dedicated his life to the nonviolent struggle for social justice and equality for all. He
organized the Farm Workers union and fought for their dignity and humane living
conditions. He received numerous awards including the U.S. Presidential Medal of
Freedom, (America’s highest civilian honor), and the Martin Luther King Jr. Peace Prize.
In the 1970’s, César E. Chavez marched from Saginaw, Michigan to Lansing, Michigan in
support of farmworkers and their fight against inhumane living conditions in Michigan.
Lupe’s family and hundreds of others walked alongside César E. Chavez in that march,
Legislators heard the message and introduced legislation to improve living conditions for
migrant farmworkers.

Sadly, initial efforts to honor César E. Chdvez in 1994 with the renaming of Grand Avenue
to César E. Chavez Ave were undermined in 1995. Selecting East Grand River Avenue and
West Grand River Avenue is most appropriate as it was the center of activities and
organizations for the Latino and Hispanic communities such as El Renacimiento, a bilingual
community newspaper, taquerias, restaurants (Ramon'’s, Torres’s), Cristo Rey Church,
Cristo Rey Community Center, and Quinto Sol (radio and newspaper) to name a few.



For all of the above reasons, we urge you to approve the Lansing for César E. Chavez
Committee’s application to rename East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue
to César E. Chavez Avenue. Notably, Lansing has chosen to honor Martin Luther King, Jr.,
we hope that you will now choose to honor César E. Chavez also with this street name
change.

MSU Spartans



César E. Chivez
Regional
Commemorative
Celebration Planning
Committee

Office for Inclusion and
Intercultural Initiatives
Michigan State Universily

408 W. Circle Drive
114 Olds Hall

East Lansing, MI
48624

517-353-4663
Fax: 517-353-2988
www.inclusion.msu.edu

M5 ie an effirmativa-aciton,
equal-opporlunity emplayer.

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: August 9, 2017
To: City of Lansing Memorial Board & Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

My name is Ignacio Garcia Andrade lli, | am the Chair of the Michigan State University César E.
Chévez Regional Commemorative Celebration. | am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E.
Chavez Committee to urge you to rename portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River
Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Oakland Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. |
understand that the City of Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

In 2009 Michigan State University recognized the importance of honoring the life and legacy of César
E. Chavez and supported the founding of this annual community wide celebration in his name. | had
the pleasure of leading the charge to found this initiative and have served as the committee chair of
this community event since its inception. Over the last eight years the list of organizations/individuals
from across the Metro Lansing region who have partnered with us to help honor the life and
continue the legacy of César E. Chavez has grown tremendously. A partial list of our
partners/sponsors/supporters Includes the following: Mayor of Lansing, Lansing City Council, Mayor
of East Lansing, East Lansing City Council, City of Lansing Human Relations and Community Services
Department, City of East Lansing Human Relations Commlission, Ingham County Board of
Commissioners, Michigan Department of Civil Rights, Lansing Police Department, East Lansing Police
Department, Lansing Community College, Lansing School District, East Lansing Public Schools,
statewide and local elected officlals, as well as faith based and community organizations. There is a
growing wave of support from organizations and individuals from across the region who understand
the importance of honoring César E. Chdvez and feel that the naming of a street in his honor is long
overdue. Qur sister city of Flint Michigan, officially renamed a street in honor of César E, Chavez way
back in the year 1987,

| wholeheartedly support the efforts to rename portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand
River Avenue to César E. Chivez Avenye. | understand that this involves dropping the name East
Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2010 honorary
designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chdvez Avenue,

Although Lansing community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in the
1990’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope to be celebrating
the renaming of portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue to César E.
Chévez Avenue in the very near future. | urge you to please act as soon as legally possible. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sincerely,

lgnacio Garcia Andrade Il

Chair, César E. Chavez Regional Commemorative Celebration
Michigan State University

andrade@msu.edu



August 9", 2017

To: Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez Committee

It is with great pleasure that I put fourth my support for the renaming of portions of East Grand
River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue in Lansing Michigan to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue.

As am member of the Lansing community for over 44 years I have witnessed Lansing grow and
evolve into a great city. Lansing is diverse, accepting and ever changing. This street name
change would enhance and add to the great city that Lansing is. This petition to rename a street
in honor of the late labor leader Cesar E. Chavez is a long time in coming. It began in 1993,
when the request was to rename Grand Ave. to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, That was granted, but
later in 1995, was unfortunately overturned and rename back to Grand Ave.

Lansing is the ONLY city in the nation to take away a street name for Cesar E. Chavez and
rename it back to its original designation. This is a disgrace to the Lansing community, the
Latino/Chicano community and puts a black eye on the city. Let us not make the same mistake
again, Let us embrace our diversity, pay tribute to those who helped transform the city and be
welcoming to positive change. The Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez Committee is asking not for a
radical change, only to honor a great man who fought for his country in WWII, a man who was
awarded the Congressional Medal of Freedom (the highest civilian honor that can be given), a
man who fought for the basic civil rights of those working in the fields, and a man who promoted
social justice through non-violence.

It is my belief that by renaming East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue in
Lansing Michigan to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue will promote better relations between the
Latino/Chicano community and both the Lansing community and specifically the Old Town
Business community. Let us be the change we all want, let us stand together to honor a great
man and let us work together to make Lansing a better place to live and work.

Respectfully,

Paulo Gordillo, MA

Associate Director

Talent Search

Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education
South Wonders Hall

891 Birch Rd. Room S-24

East Lansing, MI 48825

Office 517-884-6726



LETfER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date:

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
L.ansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Qakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chdvez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for Gésar E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue fo César E, Chavez Avenue. ! understand that this
involves dropping the name Eaat Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chévez Avenue commenced in
the 1990’s, now Is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017, | hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possibie.

Sincerely,

SV 1y

Lrish Troey Chardhe




LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: g/fg//“)

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Qakland
Avenue and Pine Strest to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2006
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1990’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope

to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chdvez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
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LEfTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: §{ #/17

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,'

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between QOakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committée to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E, Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2006
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenus commenced in
the 1990’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope

to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

erely,
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: 8’/6?/ /7D

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between QOakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committée to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2006
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1990’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope

to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as so00on as possible.

Sincerely,
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE
Date: ? /Iv //7

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memcrial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan betwéen Oakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenus. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committée to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chévez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2006
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1890's, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenus
as soon.as legally possgible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely

Lans /gz el féd T
5397‘ e ‘/?J
Lansing, Az Y011
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August 4, 2017

City of Lansing Memorial Board
124 W. Michigan Ave., 10® Floor
Lansing, MI 48933

Re: Renaming Portion of East Grand River Ave to César E. Chavez Ave
Dear Memorial Board Members:

Michigan Alianza para Mejoramiento y Avance (MI ALMA) is in support of renaming Grand
River Avenue, beginning at the intersection with Pine Street and ending at Oakland Avenue, to
César E. Chavez Avenue.

MI ALLMA wholeheartedly supports the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee on this effort.
This change will require changing the name East Grand River Avenue for the section specified
above and eliminating the 2012 Honorary César E. Chavez designation.

This community effort to rename a street in honor of César E. Chavez began in the 1990°s and
has received broad continuous support from the cormmunity since then. Tle City of Lansing has
honored heroes from other groups and it is now time for the City to embrace the Latino
community and one of America's heroes and take the final step to make this community goal a
reality in 2017. We urge the City Council to formally act to rename East Grand River Avenue to
César E. Chévez Avenue as soon as possible,

Sincerely,

el Mol

Saturnino "Nino" Rodriguez,
Board President

£.0. Box 302 — Haslett, Michigan 48840 — Website; www.mi-alma.org
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LLEAD OF GREATER LANSING
1927 Pieasant View Avenua, Lansing, Mi 48910

City of Lansing Memorial Board
124 W, Michigan Ave., 10* Floor
Lansing, M| 48533

Re: Renaming of Street
Dear Memorial Board Members:

This letter is on behalf of the Latino Leaders for the Enhancement of Advocacy and Development (LLEAD) of
Greater Lansing in support of renaming E. Grand River Avenue and W, Grand River Avenue to César E. Chivez
Avenue, starting at Oakland and E. Grand River Avenue and ending at Pine Street and W, Grand Rlver avenue.

We wholeheartedly suppart the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee on this effort. We understand that
this involves dropping the names E. Grand River Avenue and the W. Grand River Avenue completely and
eliminating the 2012 Honorary César E. Chdvez designation.

Mr. Paulo Gordiilo, a student at the time, started the efforts to rename a street in honor of César E. Chévez in
the 1990’s and received great support from the community for his work. It is now time for the City of Lansing
to take the final step to make thils community goal a reality in 2017. We urge the City Council to act to rename
E. Grand River Avenue and W. Grand River Avenue to César E. Chdvez Avenue as soon as legally possible,

Should you have any questions or need any additional information, please feel free to contact me by phone at
517-974-5113 or by E-mail at: guillermo3543@att.net.

Sincerely,

Guillerrho Z. Lopez, President
LLEAD of Greater Lansing

“Bringing together Latino Leadership to find solutions to common issues.”

hitps://mail.google.com/mailfu/0fsearchatter+of+support/15dbd3012a6=:77087projector=1



LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date:

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Councll

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

I am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

fo urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Oakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

[ wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chévez Committée to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2006
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue. .

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chévez Avenue commenced in
the 1980’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope

to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E, Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.
Sincerely,
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: 7/27’{7

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Mempers and Council Members,

I am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between QOakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2012
Honcrary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1990's, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this finat step in 2017. 1 hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possibie.




LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: 7”?-7'-{7

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

I am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Qakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances ailow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E, Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue compiletely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E, Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1990’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legaily possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: 7~ 271/

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Qakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinanceas allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committes to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E, Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1990's, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope

to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

o
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LEfTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date:

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

I am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E, Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Oakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

[ wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for Casar E. Chavez Committée to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2006
Honorary deslignation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chéavez Avenue commenced in
the 1980’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to he celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

%fé



LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: (23 17

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Oakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E, Chéavez Avenue commenced in
the 1990's, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

_T-DQB (:b l)\:’\s
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: 7 ~27-/7

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memoriai Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chdvez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan bstween Oakiand
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue, | understand that the City of
Lansing QOrdinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chévez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chévez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chévez Avenue commenced in
the 1920's, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
fo be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chévez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

- 14‘ el

Date; 7

To: City of Lansing Memorlal Board
Lansing City Councit

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chédvez Committes

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Qakland
Avenue and Pine Straet to César E. Chavez Avenue, | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

i wholsheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committae to
rename East Grand River Avenus to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue compietely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1980's, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E, Chavez Avenue
as soan as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Fore Ol



LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TO CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: 7"‘27’/)

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
l.ansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

| am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between Qakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

| wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chavez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 18920’s, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand Rivar Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Yntfor /57 ya
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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RENAMING E. GRAND RIVER AVENUE, LANSING
MICHIGAN TQ CESAR E. CHAVEZ AVENUE

Date: /-27~/7

To: City of Lansing Memorial Board
Lansing City Council

Dear City of Lansing Memorial Board Members and Council Members,

1 am writing on behalf of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee

to urge you to rename East Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan between QOakland
Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chévez Avenue. | understand that the City of
Lansing Ordinances allow for the renaming of streets.

I wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chdvez Avenue. | understand that this
involves dropping the name East Grand River Avenue completely, eliminating the 2012
Honorary designation, and elevating its status to a city street named César E. Chévez
Avenue.

Although community efforts to rename a street César E. Chavez Avenue commenced in
the 1990’8, now is the time for the City of Lansing to take this final step in 2017. | hope
to be celebrating the renaming of East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue
as soon as legally possible. Please act as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

ol M
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LCLAA

LABOR COUNCIL FOR LATIN AMERICAN ADVANCEMENT

GREATER LANSING AREA CHAPTER
Maria G. Van Core, President, 4629 Stillwell Avenue, Lansing, M| 48911, {C] 517-712-7056

Tuly 31,2017

Lansing City Council

124 W. Michigan Avenue
10" Floor

Lansing, MI 48933

RE; Support for Renaming E. Grand River Ave., Lansing, MI to César E.
Chavez Avenue

Dear Lansing City Council Members,

Greater Lansing Area Labor Council for Latin American Advancement
(LCLAA) Chapter, we are writing to you on behalf of the Lansing for César E.
Chavez Committee to encourage you to rename East Grand River Avenue,
Lansing, ML, between Oakiand Avenue and Pine Street to César E. Chavez
Avenue. We understand that the City of Lansing Ordinances allow for the
renaming of streets.

César E, Chdvez visited Lansing, eapital of a key agricultural state, several
times. He was scheduled to visit again in 1993 but died in April of that year. He
visited north Lansing, where many migrant workers worked, going back into
the 1940°s and the growing of Latino community in our State Capital City
prosper in the 1960°s and 1970’s. Latino businesses come and go, but there is a
history there that citizens of Lansing shouldn’t forget. César E. Chavez
cmbraced our community. He was a union and civil rights lcader, a ¢community
activist, and most importantly a non-violent crusader. César E. Chavez legacy
makes us resolve for positive change and social justice.

We support the efforts of the Lansing for César E. Chavez Committee to
rename East Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue. This will
involve in eliminating the 2012 honorary designation.

Lansing is the capitol city of Michigan, in which we are a very diverse city,
urge you to consider renaming a street César E. Chivez Avenue. Please act as
soon as possible.
In Solidarity, ;
Ve
aria Starr — Van Core

Greater Lansing Area LCLAA Chapter
UAW Local 652, Retired

Ce: Lansing Memorial Review Board



MICHIGAN HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
NETWORK

August 15, 2017
Dear Lansing Memorial Review Board:

We are writing as a building owner and Jongtime tenant in Lansing’s Old Town Main Street community,

Michigan Historic Preservation Network is the statewide nonprofit that educates and advocates for
historic preservation. We moved to Old Town 14 years ago, where we rented an office for 10 years, Four
years ago, we mad an investment in Old Town, when we prirchased and rehabilitated the Thelma Louise
Osteen Comfort Station at 313 East Grand River Avenue. We love being in Old Town, because of its rich
and diverse heritage, its historic buildings and the people who work live and play here. We welcome and
honor everyone here,

The effort to change the name of Grand River Avenue to Cesar Chavez Avenue would demand significant
expenditures on behalf of our organization, as well as all of the property owners, tenants and residents in
Old Town. As a nonprofit with limited resources, it would have a major impact on our budget to change
all of our literature, flyers, stationary and our website.

Street names — while a quick way to honor someone — are more powerful than most people
realize. "They're not just ways of getting your mail delivered. People invest a great deal in
their stroet identity. Change a street name, and you change the way people think about their
city," says Derck Alderman, an East Carolina University geographer who has studied the trend. "It's
where ideclogy meets asphalt.”

We welcome etforts to honor the legacy of Cesar Chavez and educate those who visit our comnunity, and
would be happy to explore renaming a street in our neighborhood that is not one of our two main streets.
An honorary street naming designation would also be quite appropriate (in Chicago, this is often a
technigue used to honor individuals). The Main Street community would also be willing to raise and
invest resources into the Cesar E. Chavez Plaza, where we hold the majority of our community events, so
that it is more cxplicitly dedicated to education of the community about the legacy of Chavez and the
vafue we place in our community’s diversity and heritage.

The Michigan Historic Preservation Network is opposed to changing the name of Grand River Avenue in
Old Town Lansing. Please feel free to contact me, should you have questions.

Sincerely yours,

Nancy M. Finegood

Executive Director

Michigan Historic Preservation Network

313 East Graud River Ave,, Lansing MI 48506



Jamie Schriner

Old T'own Jamie, LILC
1216 Turner Street, Apt. A
Lansing, MI 48906

Auvgust 15, 2017

Lansing Memorial Review Board Members,

I'm writing to you today as an Old Town property owner, resident, volunteer, donor and long-time
community stakeholder. I ask you to honor the commitment and agreements that were made in 2010 for the
honorary naming of Geand Rivet Avenue/Cesat Chavez Avenue and Cesar Chavez Plaza and to work with us
to build the archway, not to impose the permanent and itrevocable name change.

In 1997, I moved to Lansing; shottly thereafter, I bought my very first house it Old T'own at 916 North
Walit, which began my love of the community, Along with my sistet, T would walk my dog to Tate’s Breeze,
now the Arctic Corner, to get ice cream and walk through the neighborhood. At that time, the majority of the
buildings were boarded and very little was going on. Old Tewn had only recently been branded as “Old
Town” and most people still called it North Lansing or the north end. Despite the more than 90% vacancy
rate at that point, there was an unbelievable spirit and can-do attitude in the community that resonates today.
This was when the Main Street program was starting and volunteers were becoming organized with very
specific projects.

In the last 20 years, I've been blessed in that I've now come to call neatly everyone in the community a friend
or a future friend. T spend nearly every minute of my spare time volunteering to make Old Town a better
place. Fellow volunteets in Old T'own have become friends and family. My family has literally set up business
in Old Town as well as made it their home, T have been lucky enough Lo at times make Old Town my career,
being the Fxecutive Dicector of the OTCA from 2005 through 2009, 50 [ know exactly what it tales to brand
the community and organize volunteers. It is not easy nor is it cheap. I fear that if you impose this on O1d
T'own, businesses will permanently close their doors and the OT'CA’s very limited resovrces will no longer go
towatd paying for purchasing and emptying the public trash cans, installing and watering flowers and hanging
baskels and holiday décor and the many other things that everyone assumes the City of Lansing pays for,
Limited dollars will be spent trying, to keep small businesses in business and paying for advertising that the
comnunity simply cannot alford. Basic amenities will not be covered, which will fucther cause the
comtnunity to go into disarray.

As someoue who spends a significant amount of time volunteering, T was very excited when the plans were
created by the entire community — both Old Town stakeholders and the Lansing for Cesar Chavez group — to
honor a preat man and to make wonderful improvements to the neighbothood, Who wouldn’t waut these
things to happen? We get an honoraty name on our streets, a beautiful archway on the entrance to our public
gathering place where we hold all of our festival and events and an actual nare that sn’t just “Lot 567; it’s
now “Cesar Chavez Plaza.” T'o me, this was going to be wondetful. The best part was going to be all of the
new volunteers in the community celebrating Mr. Chavez and his impact on Old Town. Imagine my
disappointment when this did not happen. Sadly, only once did I see any volunteers from rhe Lansing for
Cesar Chavez group helping at a community clean-up after the announcement. There were no move Tejano



festivals. Voluateers from the committee were not at other Old T'own festivals, When I'm out weeding {as I
am on a regular basis,) those stopping to offer to lend a hand ate not from the Chavez committee. And, the
wotst was when I leatned about the proposed permanent renaming, I asked if we could frst worl together ag
a community to finish the arch to do something positive together to build bridges. I was told by a leader on

Moo

the Chavez committee: “You can finish the arch. We are renaming the road.” This is not how we do things in

this community. We work together.

I have at times sactificed time with my family, my friends, my job and my sanity to make Old Town a better
place for everyone who steps foot in it. At a bare minimuin, I ask that the Lansing for Cesar Chavez members
male the sactifice to wotlk with membets of the Old Town community to honor their commitments that
wete made in 2010. T also stand ready to assist with the arch and would love to work with the committee to
tename the River Trail of another road in Old Town that has both a start and an end, does not already have a
sipnificant history and would not have the impact on s0 many small businesses.

Both tomottow evening and Friday Il be weeding in front of Chavez Plaza and invite you and any other
membets of the community and Lansing for Cesar Chavez committee to join me to make Old Town.
Thank you in advance for your consideration,

f

A

Jamie Schriner



Old Town Marquee
319 East Grand River Avenue ~ Lansing, M! 48906
8-15-17
City of Lansing Memorial Review Board
Re: Renaming of Grand River Avenue
To whom it may concern:

| am writing to express my opposition to the renaming of Grand River Avenue in Old Town
Lansing permanently to Cesar Chavez Avenue. There are many reasons | object, and these have
been eloquently described in a letter from the Ofd Town Commercial Association (OTCA), and
which | wholeheartedly agree with,

As a business owner, and property owner on East Grand River Avenue | believe the change will
have a negative impact on my business. There will be costs involved in changing ail of our
marketing materials, logos, business cards, websites to reflect the change. | am not aware of
any funds helng offered by the Lansing for Chavez organization to cover these costs for my
business or any other. | think it presumptious to assume that small business owners are willing
and able to make these changes at the whim of a special interest group.

am confused as to how the changing of a street name will have a significant positive impact on
the local community. Old Town is a very diverse neighborhood in it's current population, and
throughout history as Lansing's original permanent settlement. The identity of Old Town has
been built through a grassroots campaign that has heen very successfull | remember Old Town
back in the 1990's, and wow! What a change there has been. The change has heen made with
the help of people from all walks of life and ethnicities, and the current name of "0ld Town",
the heart of which is Grand River Avenue and Turner St. does not in anyway discriminate
against any group.

If there are other ideas to honor Cesar Chavez that would educate the community on his work
and impact on the lives of Latinos without burdening local business owners or changing the
neutral and welcoming spirit Old Town is currently known for, | would love to hear them!

Kindly,

:Bé{’ﬁ,&l‘u{/] wam/

Bethany Morton, Owner

Old Town Marquee



August 15, 2017

Subject: Renaming E. Grand River Ave.

To: The City of Lansing, the Mayor and Council:

Over 20+ year ago myself, and a small group of friends, tock the biggest financial risk of our
lives......... We bought and renovated the entire 100 block of E. Grand River Ave. This was all
done with personal savings, lots of hard work, sweat and perseverance. | still live in Old Town
to this day and it is my neighborhood.

Please consider:
Is the City willing to allow residents and stake-holder of Old Town the same opportunity
to choose the name of our existing public streets?

If yes:...then make no decision until you have an opportunity to compare all name
suggestions, and the City clearly communicates its petition requirements, and provides
transparency In decision making criteria,

If no:.......The City is denying the Old Town stake-holders an equal opportunity. Is the
City’s intent to force demands of a special interest group on other invested citizens?

Caser Chavez deserves special recognition, but changing street names is not the way. Please
find another method to commemorate Mr. Chavez, and please leave our street name as is.

Respectfully,

FRED HAMMOND

111 E Grand River Ave,
Resident

Property Owner
Business Owner
Taxpayer



Dear Memorial Review Board,

| am writing on behalf of myself and Tom Arnold in response to the proposed Grand
River Avenue name change. We are vehemently opposed to a name change of any
sort.

Tom purchased his first building, in which we reside, in 1978. | have lived in Old Town
officially since 1994. | made my first visit to the neighborhood in 1983, well before it
was known as Old Town. We have seen the changes over the years. Changes made
by the hard work and sacrifice of building and business owners.

The proposed name change will cost us, our commercial tenants, The Nature
Conservancy, Ciesa Design, Spin Cycle and residential tenants a great deal of time,
mongay and business Iif the name of our street Is changed.

Grand River is an historic name. Please do not jeopardize the success of our
neighborhood hy changing the name.

Sincersaly,

Mary Farr

Tom Arnold

202 East Grand River Avenue #2
Lansing M| 48906

Buildings Owned in Old Town:
200 East Grand River
202 East Grand River
204 East Grand River
206 East Grand River
101 East Grand River



SWANSON DESIGN 8TUDIOS

ARCHITECTURE DESIGN INTERIOR ARCHIT%CTURE

18:15

City of Lansing
Memorial Review Board

| would like to introduce myself, | am Mary Swanson of Swanson Design Studios. Swanson
Deslgn Studios is a professional corporation that started in Lansing, Michigan in 1996, We
bought 329 E. Grand River Ave. in 2005 and moved our company into the building. Our
building was built in 1929 as the Bank of Lansing. Upon moving into the heart of Old Town, |
began to see what Old Town is all about. Itis a very diverse group of people and buildings, It
does not matter what the color of your skin is, where you are born, when you were born, who
you love, what your religlon is, or even who you voted for. We support one another in
adversity, illness and celebrate the joyous times of marriage, chitdren and graduation. We are
a community.

Hundreds of hours are donated by hundreds of people each year. | was the Chairman of the
OTCA Design Committee, and a Member of the Old Town Commercial Association Board of
Directors. | also volunteer for MICA festivals, Old Town does not just happen, many people
work to make it happen. | have watched many of my friends work hard at their business and
do all the right marketing and advertising, one woman even worked another job to support her
passion and it stilled failed. Working hard is the essence of Old Town. |t does not mean we
are necessarily serious, it is the wacky collection of people I've ever known. It has a richness
that cannot be replicated.

Old Town seriously looked at the issues of honoring Caesar Chavez and | feel came up with a
fair working solution to honor him. Since that time | have not seen a great increase in activity

in Old Town from this group. [feel like we are being shamed into this. They so to speak have
no stake in this race. They have had ample opportunity to become inveolved and have chosen
not to.

| signed a petition and said | do not want the name changed.
| do not wish to change my address.
Thank you for your careful consideration.

Sincerely,

PH. (517) 482-9039 s 329 EAST GRAND RIVER AVE, «  LANSING, MIGHIGAN 48306 . FAX (517) 482-8290
WWW.SWANSONDESIGN.COM



Mary Swanson
Swanson Design Studios
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\ . August 14, 2017
S U CH Y 1T DGO

To whom it may concern:

Woe are writing as business owners with nearly two decades of volunteer service to Lansing’s Old Town
heighborhood, to express our opposition to any proposal to rename Grand River Avenue, and our desire to
ensure an open, transparent, and inclusive process around any such proposal going forward,

As two former Presidents of the Old Town Commercial Association, we are proud of the consistent
demonstration of inclusivity in our neighborhood. We welcome and honor everyone here. We rally around
causes and roll up our sleeves together,

In 2010 when the Cesar Chavez committee requested Grand River's name be changed, we collaborated
with the committee to ensure they received honorary street signs and a renaming of Lot 56, An architectin
Old Town designed a stunning wrought iron archway for the entrance to Cesar Chavez plaza as a gift sowe
could collaboratively raise funds to realize the visibility the plaza deserved. Recently, we have secured
matching grant money to turn a portion of the lot into a true plaza—to encourage people to gather, This
would he a prime location to continue to tell the Cesar Chavez story, To accomplish these goals; however,
we need collaboration and transparency.

The Cesar Chavez committee’s campaign has been anything but transparent and inclusive. It is fraught with
misrepresentations and misunderstandings, with no effort to contact the vast majority of Old Town
property owners and no interest in holding a public meeting to hear the concerns of the members of our
community, even with invitations to do so,

Recently at a forum for City Council candidates, members of this group read a quote from Cesar Chavez,
“Preservation of one’s own culture does not require contempt or disrespect for other cultures.” |
completely agree. My fellow business and property owners want to honor the heritage of everyone in our
community, but not at the expense of our small economy.

This effort would demand significant expenditures on behalf of everyone in Old Town. As local
entrepreneurs, we depend on marketing our locations via print and digital, and a sudden change to our
local geography could create serious market confusion and damage our engoing efforts to market our
small businesses. For my business alone, reprinting my marketing collateral is estimated at $5,000, This is
simply not in my budget.

To date, it is my understanding the Cesar Chavez committee is not offering to cover the costs of the street
name change and is asking for taxpayer money to dose.

[ welcome efforts to honor the egacy of Cesar Chaveg, as | supported the efforts seven years ago, and
would be happy to support alternative concepts. | am willing to invest my time to raise resources into
improve Cesar E. Chavez Plaza, where we hold the majority of our community events, so that it s more
explicitly dedicated to education of the community about the legacy of Chavez and the value we place in
our community’s diversity and heritage.

I am firmly opposed not only to this proposal, but the manner in which it has been pursued. it currently
Jacks transparency and collaboration. | strongly desire a change of direction in this process, so that
everyone in Old Town can be included in this important decislon that affects all of us.

Sincerely yours,

Karen Stefl & David A. Such
Owners
Such Video, Inc.




Zuchowski, Monica

From: Rhea VanAtta <rhea@oldtown-generalstore.com>
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 9:59 AM

To: Clerk, City

Subject: Cesar Chavez/Grand River renaming

August 15, 2017

To whom it may concern:

We are writing as residents, business owners, landlords, and tenants of Lansing’s Old
Town neighborhood, to express our opposition to any proposal to rename Grand River,
and our desire to ensure an open, transparent, and inclusive process around any such
proposal going forward.

The existing process has been anything but transparent and inclusive. News of it has
spread by word of mouth, and there has been little effort by the members of this group
to engage any members of our community. This campaign seems to be fueled by
deliberate misrepresentations and misunderstandings, with no effort to contact the vast
majority of Old Town property owners and no interest in holding a public meeting to
hear the concerns of the members of our community.

We love Old Town because of its rich and diverse heritage, and we celebrate this
throughout the year with a number of community events and festivals: Michigan Pride,
Lansing JazzFest, Old Town BluesFest, Oktoberfest, and so many more. We welcome and
honor everyone here.

Recently at a forum for City Council candidates, members of this group read a quote
from Cesar Chavez: preservation of one’s own culture does not require contempt or
disrespect for other cultures. We could not agree more, and that is exactly our point, We
want to honor the heritage of everyone in our community, but not at the expense of
others.



This effort would demand significant expenditures on behalf of everyone in Old Town. As
local entrepreneurs, we depend on marketing our locations, and a sudden change to our
local geography, done quietly and without involvement or input of members of the
community, could do serious damage to our ongoing efforts to market our small
businesses.

We welcome efforts to honor the legacy of Cesar Chavez and educate those who visit
our community, and would be happy to explore renaming a street in our neighborhood
that is not one of our two main streets. We would also be willing to raise and invest
resources into the Cesar E. Chavez Piaza, where we hold the majority of our community
events, so that it is more explicitly dedicated to education of the community about the
legacy of Chavez and the value we place in our community’s diversity and heritage.

We are firmly opposed to not only this proposal, but the secret and rushed way it has
been pursued. We strongly desire a change of direction in this process, so that everyone
in Old Town can be included in this important decision that affects all of us.

Sincerely yours,

Rhea Van Atta

Owner-0ld Town General Store
408 East Grand River Avenue

Lansing, MI 48506
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Redhead Design Studio

1135 North Washingten Avenug
Lansing, M| 4B20&
(p) 517-853-3681
() 517-853-36R4
virtualredhead.com

August 12, 2017

Memorial Review Board
Lansing, MI

Members,

| am writing you taday to articulate my opposition to renaming Grand River Avenue. It is my
understanding that there is a proposal at hand for a “permanent and exctusive” renaming to
César E. Chavez Avenue,

My small business, Redhead Design Studio, is located at 1135 N. Washington Avenue. We have
been in this location around four and a half years. Previously, Redhead was located at 408 East
Grand River. We bought that building in 2004. The windows were boarded up. the paint was
peeling, the roof leaked. The property next door (which would eventually become Preuss Pets)
was vacant, But my husband and | rehabhbed the space. He spent hours restoring the original
tin ceiling. We replaced the boarded up windows. We replaced the roof. We had two small kids
at the time, and while my business was doing ok, it's not a stretch to say that the move to Old
Town was a leap of faith and a labor of love. We were broke and we worked hard to bring back
that space. (Fast forward a decade and the building is now in better hands with Rhea VanAtta,
who was able to brig the courtyard hack to life, and Improve on the property even more.)

So, in 2010, we were Grand River Avenue residents when the topic of renaming the road came
up. | was panlcked at the thought of the expense of a name change. It was a real fear for us—
our business was doing well, but only because we planned carefully for expenses. At that time,
we budgeted our expenses for changing the address on all of our materials, should we be forced
to, at roughly $3,000 - $4,500. If you would Ilke to see a breakdown to understand that cost,
please let me know. To put it In perspective, $3,000 would pay a parttime employee $10.00/
hour for 300 hours. It would buy more than 17 credit hours at Lansing Community Ccllege for
my son. [t would have paid the mortgage on 408 East Grand River for three months,

But that was not the cnly reascn | was upset by the name change. And, though Redhead no
longer resides on Grand River Avenue, the remaining reasons are still pertinent for me.

Let me tell you a realife story that illustrates my point.

My youngest son is nine. He has taken his time enjoying and learning to read. Last fall, at eight
years old and in third grade, he was waiting for me as | closed up the office. He was just getting
to the point where he recognized language in our daily environment, and he was trying to sound
out the street signs on our corner.

He first landed on Washington—familiar from school—and said, “"That was a president.” Then
he read Grand River Avenue, and tried to sound out César E. Chavez Avenue. He needed help on
that one.

Then, he asked why there were two signs for one street,
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Redhead Design Studio

1135 Norih Washinglon Avenus
Lansing, M| 43906
(p} 517-853-3681
(f) 517-853-3684
virluairedhead,com

| explained to him who César E, Chévez was—a clvil rights activist who thought it was important
that everyone was treated equally, an advocate for fair labor practices. He even visited Lansing
a few times, And | explained to him what Grand River Avenue was—originally an Indian trail, then
eventually a plank road that ploneers used to settle Michigan. It runs across our whole state,
from Detroit to Grand Rapids. And in fact, that bridge a block away was the very first bridge
constructed over the Grand River. This street was one of the very first settlements that made
our city.

| explained that both storles are important, which is why we have two signs.
| tell you this to illustrate the crux of my opposition to the “exclusive” renaming of Grand River.

Why would we exclude the story of Grand River Avenue from this space that has enjoyed a
multitude of settlers, cultures, and stories?

Why would we replace one important history with another when we can be inclusive and keep
both narratives?

Throughout this letter, | have emphasized the word “exclusive” because those are words
published by proponents of this change. | would be remiss if | did not mention that my
experience of Old Town has been one of inclusion. Where all people—antrepreneurs, artists,
Latinos, the gay community, truly anyone who wants to participate—is welcomed and celebrated,
| am saddened by the word “exclusive” because it is not what Old Town s about, nor is the
sentiment one of collaboration and compromise.

The existing solution is an “and” solution. We get to retain the long history of Grand River
Avenue itself, AND celebrate a clvil rights leader. This is a logical and effective solution in a
neighborhood that has many histories to celebrate.

Throughout the country, schoois, streets, parks and libraries have been named after Chavez.
Some states have even designated March 31 as César Chavez Day. It Is clear that an exclusive
renaming of Grand River Avenue Is not the only way to honor an individual, nor accomplish the
goal of Increased awareness, particularly when there are compelling reasons not to change this
particular street name.

Please support the existing solution, which is one of compromise and inclusion. | urge members
to retain the name of Grand River Avenue, and reject the “permanent and exclusive” renaming
to César E. Chavez Avenue.

Regards,
Jennifer Estill



QOctober Moon

119 East Grand River
Ave,

Lansing, M| 48906
517-484-4100
octobermoon@me.com

August 14, 2017

Memorial Review Board
Lansing City Clerk’s Office
124 W. Michigan Ave
Ninth Floor, City Hall
Lansing Ml 48933-1695
city. clerk@/ansingmi.ggy

Dear Memorial Review Board,

| am writing you today to communicate my oppasition to the renaming of Grand
River Avenue,

| am the owner of October Moon, located at 119 East Grand River Avenue. | have
been at this location far nine years, previously my store was located at 1209 Turner
Street for seven years, totaling 15 years of being a small business owner in Old
Town, Moving just around the corner, | have an unigue insight, knowing what
happens to a retail business when an address change happens. It’s costly and
confusing - even when well planned, a hardship that can put you out of business
quickly.

When my business doors opened 15 years ago, Old Town did not look like it does
today. Reported crime and unreported crime was high. Even though the area was
considered "rough” and "risky”, It was love at first sight.

| saved my pennies for years. Prior {0 opening my store, | worked as a waitress and
bartender. | worked for eight years and warked double shifts often, t0 save, with
hopes to be able to make an investment in Old Town. After much work, sacrifics,
and saving, | was able to put all my money and money | didn’t have, into Old Town,



a place that people urgad me not to invest in. My store was born,

For fifteen years this is what | see In Old Town. Minorities. I'm one of them - I'm a
woman. | am a single parent, mothering two sons. | have worn both of my sons on
the front of me, while working in my store, Most of Old Town small businesses are
run by women, homosexuals and/or people of color - diverse in how we lock, think
and cultural roots, What we do have in common is our dasire to make a living,
respect and protect our neighborhood, and honor those that paved our way. To
make this happen, we have invested our money, time and heart.

Old Town is identified by Turner/Grand River. It has been marketed, and branded for
over twenty years for identification. Now that the investment, mostly by minority
business owners has happened, financially - it is the wrong time to rename a major
historical street name. It would cost my business approximately fifteen thousand
dollars to change the printed and oniine materials/sources. However, as | mentioned
before, having a prior address change, | am aware that the real cost of address
change comes from people not being able to find you, for years, This loss of
revenue is the higher cost. | am just one business in Old Town. Over fifty businesses
and nonprofits would negatively financially be affected by the change.

Even though the change of street name would be a huge cost, mostly to minority
business owners, } am alsc against it due to it stripping the native american heritage
from our community and state. | grew up in Fairbanks, Alaska prior to moving to
Michigan sevsral decadas ago. | saw first hand culture “white washing”. In this
particular case there are similarities - Replacing cne culture, with another.

Old Town is a beautiful melting pot of many cultures. Not only cultures of race, but
also the celebration of minorities - women and gays. Old Town is inclusive, it
welcomes all. Keeping the namse, as is, honors all, best.

| would alsc like to note my disappointment in Lansing Chavez Group.

Seven years ago when the Lansing Chavez group petitioned to change the name of
Grand River, the compromise was honorary street name changes (which cily tax
dollars paid for) and the name change for the festival plaza. The archway that was
promised by the Lansing Chavez Group never appeared, and nelther did the
committes. Instead, the current members of the Old Town community have been



caring for the plaza, planting, maintaining, and even installing public art and a
playground. We were iold by the Chavez Greup that is was too expensive for them
to build the archway, and fundraising was too hard. We offered to assist by
partnering in fundraising. We were told they weren’t interested in partnering, but we
could do it for them.

We, the Old Town community, did not even know about the current name change
until the end of June/July of this year, when we started hearing of a petition; which
many of us have never seen. After inquiry, the few people from our neighborhood
that signed, said they were misiead or told it was something elss. When that was
brought up to Lansing Chavez group they made it clear, they didn't care about the
confusion of the information and collection of signatures. We have asked several
times to see a copy of the petition and have heen denied.

This is disheanening and fraud.

1 feel strongly before any consideration, or any additional compromises are given to
the Lansing Chavez Group, the past promises should be met,

Currently, the group has made it clear that they will not fulfil that past promise, help
pay for any of what they are asking for or care to involve themselves with the
community to who this effects. This is wrong.

Simply put, it is wrong to wipa away history and negatively impose financial hardship
to a community that already struggles.

With all ihis said. | believe that honoring Chavez is an excellent idea. A street name
seams to lack the creativity that | think is deserved to such a positive historical
figure, such as Chavez; however, if that is the only choice, | would recommend
locating a straet that doesn't already have historical value and one that the current
community hasn't already heavily invested in.

Besides the current promised archway, | would love to see a relevant community
connection - such as the farmers market or community garden program. | would
also love to see Dolores Huerta be honored as well. Too often, we forget to
celebrate our strong women of color.



Sincerely yours,

Aura Ozburn



Zuchowski, Monica

]
From: Mother and Earth Baby Boutique <motherandearthbb@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 3:15 PM
To: Clerk, City
Subject: Grand River Renaming
Attachments: Chavez Letter.pdf

August 14, 2017
Memorial Review Board Members,

| moved my business to Old Town Lansing in September of 2014. We were immediately welcomed by so
many, it felt like a mix of Mr. Rogers Neighborhood and Cheers. To get more involved in the community, |
volunteered for the Old Town Design Committee. | have since become the chair of that committee. | had no
idea the amount of volunteerism that had to happen to make Old Town what it is! It is truly amazing the work
that gets completed considering many of us own businesses in Old Town or have other full time jobs, not to
mention families, sports, and other very busy schedules. However, we all manage to come together and make
thing happen. It's a beautiful thing to be a part of.

When | was approached about the name change, | signed the petition. At the time, | did not consider the cost
or ramifications it would have on my business and even more so the businesses on Grand River in Old Town.
After | learned more, | contacted the Lansing for Cesar Chavez group as well as City Council to make it known
| would like my name/signature retracted. | was devastated the next morning to find a very disturbing post on
my personal Facebook page. A member of the Chavez group commented on a public post | made promoting a
breastfeeding support event that we put on every year. Part of it read “Your email was more heard around our
community then you think and your event and business will not be supported by myself and many others. This
is a shame because women need more presence in our community but thanks to your lack of ability to read
and comprehend what your were signing, you have placed yourself under this light. And to that | will leave this
here.” At first | had no idea what this post was about, then | saw that the same person had tagged me in the
public group “Lansing for Cesar E. Chavez”. She posted not only the contents of my email but also included all
my contact and business information.

To my knowledge, aside from the initial signing of the petition and attempted defamation, | have never seen,
met, or worked with any of the people in their group. | am surprised to see that there is a group people so
passionate about changing a street in Old Town when | don't see them volunteering or working in the area. |
would have assumed that this group would have come to one of the public Design Committee meetings or a
board meeting to see how we can work together or how their goals might align with what we have in place.
This never happened. | don't understand what changing a street name would accomplish. Cesar Chavez's
name is prominently posted in so many great places in Old Town. If education is the purpose, there are
certainly better ways to accomplish that. From what | have learned, Chavez would not support something like
this that would hurt the small businesses. It is hard to own/run a small business, | have 6 families that depend
on a paycheck from my store. Growing pains are constantly affecting us, cash flow is so tight. | can’t imagine
losing a sale or a customer because they got confused by the road or directions to get to us. If the name
change is approved, let’s say 1-2 times a week a potential customer can't find us because they got confused or
directions were misleading because of the name change. If that customer were an average customer | lose
$50 just from that sale, if that customer was an expectant mom that might have registered with us, | lose $1500
minimum. Obviously, this would have a ripple effect- they tell their friend they couldn't find us or got lost, their
friend doesn’t bother to try. This could be devastating to our business, the difference in those sales could
account for an additional team member or the loss of one. This does not even take into account the costs of
reprinting maps, literature, and promotional materials that my friends, fellow business owners, and the Qld
Town Commercial Association would have to endure.



The Chavez committee should be ashamed of the hurtful words and actions that have come from some of their
members; they have tried to disgrace the names of a number of great people that give their heart to and care
so0 much about this community.

| am firmly opposed to not only this proposal, but the way that the Chavez group have handled this situation.
We are an all inclusive community and would welcome a conversation on how we can move forward to
accomplish new goals.

Thank you for your time,

Lynn Ross

Owner, Mother & Earth Baby Boutique
Socially Responsible Entrepreneur of the Year (2017)
www.MotherandEarth.com | 517.721.1868
Motlhesr
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Please Follow Us!
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August 14, 2017
Memotial Review Board Membets,

On behalf of the Old Town Commercial Association (OTCA), the sole nonprofit dedicated
to the revitalization of Lansing’s historic Old Town district; please accept out cotninent
regarding the “permanent and exclusive” renaming of the Grand River Avenue to Cesar E.
Chavez Avenue. We request that you retain the existing solution, which both retains the
significant name of Grand River Avenue, and also honors Cesar B, Chavez. This solution
was agreed to by both the local Old Town community and the Latino community after
collaborative discussions in 2010, and has been an effective compromise for all paties.

The OTCA Board of Ditectors is only providing an opinion because we were refused the
oppottunity to come together as neighbors and a community this to find ways to
collaborate before the recent petition was submitted. We have repeatedly requested the
opporttunity to work together to honot Mt. Chavez and find a compromise that works for
all stakeholders, but have been repeatedly denied that opportunity. Because Lansing for
Cesar Chavez refuses to work and meet with the Old Town community as a whole —
including business owners, property owners, neighbors, volunteers and all comumunity
stakeholders — we must oppose this permanent and exclusive renaming of Grand River.

Cesar Chavez said “Preservation of one's own culture does not require contempt or
disrespect for other cultures.,” Old Town and Grand River Avenue have a rich and divetse
history that includes Native Americans, Germans, the Latino community, the LGBTQ
community, artists, the Jewish community and more. Grand River Avenue, or US-16, first
started as a patt of several Native American trails in the Lower Peninsula and now runs
from Detroit to Muskegon, actually crossing the Grand River in Old Town Lansing, Chief
Okemos had his gardens along the banks of the Grand River in Old Town. Those gardens
would later become sugar beet fields, which were worked by many migrant workers and
membets of the Latino community, leading to Old Town’s strong Flispanic heritage. We
were also home to Lansing’s first European settlements, including the first school, hotel and
mote. Old Town, then known as North Lansing, also has a large German and Dutch
heritage, with many breweries, including the original Lansing Brewing Company, the
Liederkranz Club {(German Club) and even church services being held in German until
2009. Old Town has also welcomed many members of the Jewish community. Friedland
Industries, our oldest business, started with David Friedland trading with hotse and cart
becausc he wouldn’t be hited by anyone in the community due to being Jewish. Since 1886,
Friedland has hired members of many diffetent communities who have been discriminated
against simply because of their religions background, race or herirage, starting Old Town’s
welcoming foundation. Old T'own has also been a home for the LGBTQ comtnunity with
Lansing’s oldest gay bar and having been home to many businesses that have catered to the

Our Mission:

To maintain a vibrant business community in
Lansing’s historic Old Town district providing

growth and community engagement.




LGBTQ comumnunity. We have based our most recent revitalization on the arts, with artists from all
backgrounds coming into the neighborhood for the last 25 years, We pride ourselves on being a welcoming
community for all who arrive.

We celebrate our heritage in a variety of ways, although our most favorite way is with Festivals and spccial
events. Old Town is home to Old Town Oktoberfest, PRIDE, ArtFeast, Blues and Jazzfest, ScrapFest, Chalk
of the Town, Renegade Theatre Festival, Arts Night Out and more, We are currently working to install a
permanent, covered performance stage in Chavez Plaza, which would be open to everyone in the community
and help to create even more education and att opporturities in the historic district; we believe this would be
a great opportunity to work with the Lansing for Cesar Chavez group to tevive their Tejano festival.

Grand River already has its own history and hedtage; we do not believe we should cover it up to honor
another history and heritage. When perhaps Old Town’s most visible local pioneer, Robert Busby, tragically
passed in 2007, the Grand River Bridge was renamed and we created a memorial garden in his honor, We saw
this as a great opportunity to create 2 new, beautiful and fitting tribute to a great man in our community — not
to covet up an existing history. We believe this should also be the case with Cesar Chavez and would love the
opporttunity to pactner as neighbors and community members with the Lansing for Cesat Chavez group to
make this happen.

In 1996, the Old Town Commereial Association was created by community stakeholders and North Lansing
was branded as “Old Town” — always at the heart of Tutner and Grand River. For more than 20 years, the
OTCA, a small nonprofit that has never had more than two paid staff members and has not received funding
from the City of Lansing for years, has tried to pull together funding in any way possible to market and brand
the neighborhood — often through the generous donations of neighbors, friends and any resources it can find.
Grand River and Turner has always been at the heart of that marketing, To suddenly need to make a change
of that magnitide would be an expense the OT'CA does not have the resoutces to beat. The many businesses
in Old Town are very much like the OTCA with the owner being the ptimary employee. These business
owners ate incredible. They not only work to make their businesses successful, they work to make their
community successful. The hard eosts (business cards, marketing materials, signage, websites, licenses, etc.)
for changing the addresses for these businesses range from §500 to $3,500 per business — not including the
time to change addresses with vendors and customers or any lost revenue due to customer confusion. This
change will impact mote than 75 businesses — totaling more than $30,000 on the low end and $260,000 on the
high end — not including the cost to the City to change the signage. To date, we know of no resources to help
with these changes from the City, the Lansing Chamber of Commeree, Lansing for Cesar Chavez ot others
and we have been checking). In addition to the individual businesses not having the resources to pay for this
change, the OTCA does not have the resources to work with the many mapping apps to update the street
name and alleviate confusion for Old Town's patrons.

In 2010, members of Lansing for Cesar Chavez first proposed to the Old Town community the idea of
tenaming Grand River Avenue to Cesar Chavez Avenuc. At that time, many issues were discussed, including
those wiitten above. We had the opportunity to come together as a community and neighbors to talk, listen
and learn from each other. Promises were made by the OTCA and Lansing for Cesar Chavez group to work
together to honot a great man through immproving City Lot 56 by creating Chavez Plaza and the honorary
renaming of Grand River Avenue, ncgating the costs and confusion for small businesses. The community is
still waiting for the installation of the archway over the entrance to Chavez Plaza. Old Town volunteers
continue to maintain the flowerbeds and hold festivals and special events, as well as install public art in the



plaza, including starting the process of creating the public performance stage, but have not had any
participation frotn the Lansing for Cesar Chavez group since shortly after the renaming of the street and
plaza. We respectfully tequest that the review board stand by the agreements we made together as a
community in 2010 and give the entire community the opportunity to work together, rather than impose this
one specific change on the commmuniry — overlooking our existing history and heritage.

Sincerely,
The Old Town Commercial Association Board of Directors

CC: Lansing City Council



August 15, 2017
To whom it may concern:

We are writing as residents, business owners, landlords, and tenants of Lansing’s Old Town neighbor-
hood, to express our opposition to any proposal to rename Grand River, and our desire to ensure an open,
transparent, and inclusive process around any such proposal going forward,

The existing process has been anything but transparent and inclusive. News of it has spread by word of
mouth, and there has been little effort by the members of this group to engage any members of our com-
munity. This campaign seems to be fueled by deliberate misrepresentations and misunderstandings, with
no effort to contact the vast majority of Old Town property owners and no interest in holding a public
meeting to hear the concerns of the members of our community.

We love Old Town because of its rich and diverse heritage, and we celebrate this throughout the year with
a number of community events and festivals: Michigan Pride, Lansing JazzFest, Old Town BluesFest,
Oktoberfest, and so many more. We welcomne and honor everyone here.

Recently at a forum for City Council candidates, members of this group read a quote from Cesar Chavez:
preservation of one’s own culture does not require contempt or disrespect for other cultures. We could not
agree more, and that is exactly our point. We want to honor the heritage of everyone in our community,
but not at the expense of others.

This effort would demand significant expenditures on behalf of everyone in Old Town. As local entrepre-
neurs, we depend on marketing our locations, and a sudden change to our local geography, done quietly
and without involvement or input of members of the community, could do serious damage to our ongoing
efforts to market our small businesses.

We welcome efforts to honor the legacy of Cesar Chavez and educate those who visit our community, and
would be happy to explore renaming a street in our neighborhood that is not one of our two main streets.
We would also be willing to raise and invest resources into the Cesar E. Chavez Plaza, where we hold the
majority of our community events, so that it is more explicitly dedicated to education of the community
about the legucy of Chavez and the value we place in our community’s diversity and heritage.

We are firmly opposed to not only this proposal, but the secret and rushed way it has been pursued. We
strongly desire a change of direction in this process, so that everyone in Old T Own can be included in this
important decision that affects all of us.

Sincerely yours 3/\/%\
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August 15,2017
To whom it may concern:

We are writing as residents, business owners, landlords, and tenants of Lansing’s Old Town neighbor-
hood, to express our opposition to any proposal to rename Grand River, and our desire to ensure an open,
transparent, and inclusive process around any such proposal going forward.

The existing process has been anything but transparent and inclusive, News of it has spread by word of

. mouth, and there has been little effort by the members of this group to engage any members of our com-
munity. This campaign seems to be fueled by deliberale misrepresentations and misunderstandings, with
no effort to contact the vast majority of Old Town property owners and no interest in holding a public
meeting to hear the concerns of the members of our community.,

We love Old Town because of its rich and diverse heritage, and we celebrate this througbout the year with
a number of community events and festivals: Michigan Pride, Lansing JazzFest, Old Town BluesFest,
Oktoberfest, and so many more. We welcome and honor everyone here. .

Recently at a forum for City Council candidates, members of this group read a quate from Cesar Chavez:
preservation of one’s own culture does not require contempt or disrespect for other cultures. We could not
agree more, and that is exactly our point. We want to honor the heritage of everyone in our community,
but not at the expense of others.

This effort would demand significant expenditures on behalf of everyone in Old Town. As local entrepre-
neurs, we depend on marketing our locations, and a sudden change to our local geography, done quietly
and without involvement or input of members of the community, could do serious damage to our ongoing
efforts to market our small businesses.

We welcome efforts to honor the legacy of Cesar Chavez and educate those who visit our community, and
would be happy to explore renaming a street in our neighborhood that is not one of our two main streets,
We would also be willing to raise and invest resources into the Cesar E, Chavez Plaza, where we hold the
majority of our commmunity events, so that it is more explicitly dedicated to education of the community
about the legacy of Chavez and the value we place in our community’s diversity and heritage.

We are firmly opposed to not only this proposal, but the secret and rushed way it has been pursued. We
strongly desire a change of direction in this process, so that everyone in Old Town can be included in this

importani decision that affects all of us.

Sincerely yours,

Ownel ofF [ L. GRwD Rt



DRAFT

Memorial Review Board
City of Lansing

Tuesday, August 15, 2017, 6:15 P.M.
SOUTH WASHINGTON OFFICE COMPLEX
City Clerk’s Election Unit
2500 South Washington

DRAFT MINUTES

1. Call to Order at 6:25 p.m. by Chairperson Enriquez
A. Roll Call

Members Present: Absent:
Linda Appling, Vice Chairperson Willie D. Davis, Jr.
Maria Enriquez, Chairperson
Chad Rogers (Left at 6:50 p.m. with prior notice.)
Maria VanCore

A quorum was present

2. Approval of the Agenda
Moved by Mr. Rogers to approve with changes noted. Public comment was moved to be taken
up next.
MOTION CARRIED

3. Public Comment
Francisca Garcia spoke in favor of the application for renaming portions of East Grand River
and West Grand River to Cesar E. Chavez Ave.
Paula Gardillo spoke in favor of the application.
Ignacio Andrade spoke in favor of the application.
Margarito J. Garcia spoke in favor of the application.
Elias Ferreyra spoke in favor of the application.
Frank Trevino spoke in favor of the application.
Aura Ozburn spoke in opposition to the application.
Rafael Marinez spoke in favor of the application.
Derrick Quinney spoke in favor of the application.
Alfonso Salais, Jr., spoke in favor of the application.
Marisol Garcia spoke in favor of the application.
Alejandro Salais spoke in favor of the application.
Jamie Schriner spoke in opposition to the application.
Vanessa Shafer spoke in opposition to the application.
Jody Washington spoke in favor of the application.
Al Salas spoke in favor of the application.
Mike Bass spoke in opposition to the application.
Gina Salas spoke in favor of the application.

Lansing City Clerk’s Office
Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, Ml 48933-1695
517-483-4131 517-377-0068 FAX
City.clerk@lansingmi.gov - www.lansingmi.gov/clerk
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4. Communications
As Angela Moore is no longer a Lansing resident, she is not eligible to serve on the Board.

5. Business Session
A. Approval of Minutes
Moved by Ms. VanCore to approve minutes of 5/9/17, 4/11/17, 1/10/17, 6/14/16, 4/12/16,
3/15/16, 2/19/16, 1/12/16, 12/8/15, 11/10/15, 10/13/15
MOTION CARRIED

B. Old Business
Moved by Ms. VanCore to approve the new Application for Naming and Renaming
Memorials
MOTION CARRIED

C. New Business
Election of Chairperson & Vice Chairperson No action taken.

Moved by Ms. VanCore to recommend to City Council approval of the Application for
Renaming Portions of East Grand River and West Grand River to Cesar E. Chavez Ave.
as submitted.

MOTION CARRIED

6. Adjournment at 7:43 p.m.

Lansing City Clerk’s Office
Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, Ml 48933-1695
517-483-4131 517-377-0068 FAX
City.clerk@lansingmi.gov - www.lansingmi.gov/clerk



BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Lansing that a public hearing be set for
Monday, October 23, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in City Council Chamber, Tenth Floor, Lansing
City Hall, 124 West Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan, for the purpose of approving

or opposing the:

Renaming portions of East Grand River Avenue and West Grand River Avenue
to César E. Chavez Ave. Specifically, the application requests that East Grand
River Avenue commencing at Oakland Avenue and ending at Washington
Avenue and West Grand River Avenue commencing at Washington Avenue and
ending at Pine Street be renamed César E. Chavez Avenue.



BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING

WHEREAS, the Memorial Review Board received an application from the Lansing for
Cesar E. Chavez Committee requesting authorization for the establishment of a
permanent memorial street name change from East Grand River Avenue beginning at
Oakland Avenue to Washington Avenue and West Grand River Avenue beginning at
Washington Avenue to Pine Street to Cesar E Chavez Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the Memorial Review Board made a recommendation to the Committee of
the Whole to approve the request for the street name change from East Grand River
Avenue beginning at Oakland Avenue to Washington Avenue and West Grand River
Avenue beginning at Washington Avenue to Pine Street to Cesar E Chavez Avenue;
and

WHEREAS, the Lansing City Clerk and the Planning and Neighborhood Development
Department did a notification for a Public Hearing prescribed by the Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, in accordance to Chapter 1034.90 of the Code of Ordinances, a public
hearing was held on October 23, 2017 in consideration of the memorial proposal to
rename East Grand River Avenue beginning at Oakland Avenue to Washington Avenue
and West Grand River Avenue beginning at Washington Avenue to Pine Street to Cesar
E Chavez Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the Committee of the Whole received information from the U.S. Postal
Office that the transition period established by the Post Office would be two years from
the date of notification to their offices. The time could be extended if determined
necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the transition period for the renaming will be
two years from the notification to the U.S. Post Office in Lansing, Michigan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council approves the establishment
of a permanent memorial street name change from East Grand River Avenue beginning
at Oakland Avenue to Washington Avenue and West Grand River Avenue beginning at

Washington Avenue to Pine Street to Cesar E Chavez Avenue.



Boak, Sherrie

From: Wood, Carol

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2017 10:35 AM SEP 11 2017

To: Boak, Sherrie

Subject: FW: Regarding Grand River Avenue LANSENG CITY COUNC[L
Attachments: Estill_GrandRiverAve_Final.pdf

Please make sure this is part of Public Record tonight.

Carol

From: Jennifer Estill [mailto:jennifer@virtualredhead.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2017 9:37 PM

To: Wood, Carol

Subject: Regarding Grand River Avenue

Judy,

I’m writing you regarding the question of renaming Grand River Avenue. I am opposed to the current proposal
to entirely rename the street. I am in favor of retaining the existing solution which both keeps the Grand River
name as well as honors Cesar E. Chavez.

My reasons are as follows:

1. Ifthe goal is to educate the public about Chavez’s legacy, the existing solution does that job, without
incurring additional costs for the city or for citizens.

2. The name of “Grand River Avenue” has a strong history in it’s own right. It is not logical to target a
street that has it’s own historical merit or placemaking merit. There are plenty of streets in our city
(including Grand Ave, as well as other generic names) that could support this effort without sacrificing
existing history.

3. The process that led to this point happened without input from the citizens who would be affected most. This is inappropriate,
and forcing this change upon the affected residents without their input does not honor the spirit of inclusion.

I have attached a formal letter which further outlines my concerns regarding this issue.

Please understand, I am not opposed to celebrating Cesar E. Chavez in Old Town. In fact, I have personally led an effort to enhance
Chavez Plaza, having written and received a grant for $75,000 toward planning a covered bandshell to enhance the plaza and make it
into a more accessible community space.

I simply feel the renaming of this particular street is unnecessary to reach the community’s goals.

Thank you,

Jennifer Estill

residence: 3201 Tecumseh River Rd
business: 1135 N. Washington Ave



Jennifer Estill
Principal | Creative Director

Redhead Design Studio
virtualredhead.com

1135 N. Washington Avenue
Lansing, MI 48906

(p) 517-853-3681
(f) 517-853-3684
(c) 517-285-3117
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LANSING cITY COUNCIL

August 1, 2017

Lansing City Council
124 W Michigan Avenue
10th Floor City Hall
Lansing, Ml 48933

Council Members,

| am writing you today to articulate my opposition to renaming Grand River Avenue. It is my
understanding that there is a proposal at hand for a “permanent and exclusive” renaming to
César E. Chavez Avenue.

My small business, Redhead Design Studio, is located at 1135 N. Washington Avenue. We have
been in this location around four and a half years. Previously, Redhead was located at 408 East
Grand River. We bought that building in 2004. The windows were boarded up. the paint was
peeling, the roof leaked. The property next door (which would eventually become Preuss Pets)
was vacant. But my husband and | rehabbed the space. He spent hours restoring the original
tin ceiling. We replaced the boarded up windows. We replaced the roof. We had two small kids
at the time, and while my business was doing ok, it's not a stretch to say that the move to Old
Town was a leap of faith and a labor of love. We were broke and we worked hard to bring back
that space. (Fast forward a decade and the building is now in better hands with Rhea VanAtta,
who was able to brig the courtyard back to life, and improve on the property even more.)

So, in 2010, we were Grand River Avenue residents when the topic of renaming the road came
up. | was panicked at the thought of the expense of a name change. It was a real fear for us—
our business was doing well, but only because we planned carefully for expenses. At that time,
we budgeted our expenses for changing the address on all of our materials, should we be forced
to, at roughly $3,000 - $4,500. If you would like to see a breakdown to understand that cost,
please let me know. To put it in perspective, $3,000 would pay a part-time employee $10.00/
hour for 300 hours. It would buy more than 17 credit hours at Lansing Community College for
my son. it would have paid the mortgage on 408 East Grand River for three months.

But that was not the only reason | was upset by the name change. And, though Redhead no
longer resides on Grand River Avenue, the remaining reasons are still pertinent for me.

Let me tell you a real-life story that illustrates my point.

My youngest son is nine. He has taken his time enjoying and learning to read. Last fall, at eight
years old and in third grade, he was waiting for me as | closed up the office. He was just getting
to the point where he recognized language in our daily environment, and he was trying to sound
out the street signs on our corner.

He first landed on Washington—familiar from school—and said, “That was a president.” Then
he read Grand River Avenue and tried to sound out César E. Chavez Avenue. He needed help on
that one.
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Redhead Design Studio

1135 North Washington Avenue
Lansing, Ml 48906
(p) 517-853-3681
(f) 517-853-3684
virtualredhead.com

Then, he asked why there were two signs for one street.

| explained to him who César E. Chavez was—a civil rights activist who thought it was important
that everyone was treated equally, an advocate for fair labor practices. He even visited Lansing
a few times. And | explained to him what Grand River Avenue was—originally an Indian trail, then
eventually a plank road that pioneers used to settle Michigan. It runs across our whole state,
from Detroit to Grand Rapids. And in fact, that bridge a block away was the very first bridge
constructed over the Grand River. This street was one of the very first settlements that made
our city.

| explained that both stories are important, which is why we have two signs.

| tell you this to illustrate the crux of my opposition to the “exclusive” renaming of Grand River.

Why would we exclude the story of Grand River Avenue from this space that has enjoyed a
multitude of settlers, cultures, and stories?

Why would we replace one important history with another when we can be inclusive and keep
both narratives?

Throughout this letter, | have emphasized the word “exclusive” because those are words
published by proponents of this change. | would be remiss if | did not mention that my
experience of Old Town has been one of inclusion. Where all people—entrepreneurs, artists,
Latinos, the gay community, truly anyone who wants to participate—is welcomed and celebrated.
| am saddened by the word “exclusive” because it is not what Old Town is about, nor is the
sentiment one of collaboration and compromise.

The existing solution is an “and” solution. We get to retain the long history of Grand River
Avenue itself, AND celebrate a civil rights leader. This is a logical and effective solution in a
neighborhood that has many histories to celebrate.

Throughout the country, schools, streets, parks and libraries have been named after Chavez.
Some states have even designated March 31 as César Chavez Day. It is clear that an exclusive
renaming of Grand River Avenue is not the only way to honor an individual, nor accomplish the
goal of increased awareness, particularly when there are compelling reasons not to change this
particular street name.

Please support the existing solution, which is one of compromise and inclusion. | urge members
to retain the name of Grand River Avenue, and reject the “permanent and exclusive” renaming
to César E. Chavez Avenue.

Regards,
Jennifer Estill



Boak, Sherrie

From: Wood, Carol REGEF\/’E

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2017 11:41 AM ors: 11 ’iv"?
To: Boak, Sherrie SEP 11201
Subject: FW: Letter of Support for Cesar Chavez Ave ‘
Attachments: Letter to City Council 8 27 17.pdf LANSING CITY COUNCIL

Please make sure this is part of the public record for this evening.

Carol

From: Ruben Martinez [mailto:batuxka@comcast.net]

Sent: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:07 PM

To: Houghton, Tina; Brownclarke, Judi; Dunbar, Kathie; Hussain, Adam; Spitzley, Patricia; Washington, Jody; Wood,
Carol; Yorko, Jessica

Cc: mart1097@msu.edu

Subject: Letter of Support for Cesar Chavez Ave

Dear Lansing City Council Members:

Attached please find my letter of support for renaming a section of Grand River Ave in North Lansing to César
Chavez Ave.

Thanks in advance for your careful deliberation on this matter; I am hopeful that with a broader and deeper
understanding of the symbolic significance of the name change that each of you will vote to do the right thing.

Sincerely,

Rubén Martinez, PhD.

This email has been scanned by the City of Lansing Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com




LANSING CITY Gouny
Rubén Martinez, Ph.D. 1 CITY COUNCIL

1077 Whittier Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823-2472

August 27,2017

Lansing City Council
124 W Michigan Avenue
Lansing, MI 48933

Re:  Name Change of Grand River Avenue to César E. Chavez Avenue in North Lansing
Dear Council Members:

César Chavez sacrificed his life on behalf of the most vulnerable and exploited segment of the
nation’s labor force and which is most linked to the lives of all Americans by working at the core
of the nation’s food systems. The vegetables, fruits, and milk that are served in our dining
rooms, that our children consume, and that we serve to our guests are traceable to the arduous
and dangerous work lives of farmworkers. César endured protracted struggles against powerful
agribusinesses that were supported by local law enforcement as well as by federal law
enforcement agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

For his non-violent efforts César was met with violence by growers, Teamsters and local
law enforcement units, arrest and incarceration, lawsuits, repeated break-ins, extortion threats
and death threats and several attempts on his life and those of his family. He lived with the
burden of constant surveillance by the FBI, which ignored the many reported threats to his life.
He met violence with non-violence and fasted on several occasions to prevent violence and to
rededicate the farmworkers’ struggles for better work lives to nonviolence. Lengthy fasts put his
health in danger and surely had the effects of shortening his life, as he was only 66 when he died
in his hometown of Yuma, Arizona.

Today, farmworkers still do not receive livable wages, are not eligible for overtime
wages, and most are not covered by compensation insurance. Some die in the nation’s
agricultural fields from heat stroke, become sick from pesticide exposure, and their households
often lack sufficient food and many go to bed hungry during certain periods of the year.
Michigan has nearly 50,000 migrant farmworkers and family members arriving every spring and
summer to tend to and harvest the crops. We have cases of deaths, illnesses, hunger, and
exploitation, including child exploitation.

Today César is a national hero who dedicated his life to a just cause; that of improving
the lives of farm workers. But we must remember him, and our fellow Americans must
remember him so that we do not forget that the workers for whom he sacrificed his life continue
to eke out lives of poverty, hunger and illnesses. We seek the name change of Grand River
Avenue in the Old Town section of the city so that we do not forget that César’s aims were not
fully realized, and that he left the struggle for farm worker justice in our hands. The businesses
in Old Town benefit from the continued exploitation of farmworkers, the customers benefit as
well, as we do and so do Lansing and Michigan. Because of this, it is most important that



Boak, Sherrie

From: Wood, Carol

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2017 4:51 PM LANSING ¢ty COUNCi

To: Boak, Sherrie e

Subject: FW: Old Town business price quotes for changing address

Attachments: Explanation of Chavez Expenses Curvaceous.doc; Grace.docx; Such Video.docx; Swanson

Design Firm Costs.docx

Please make sure these are part of the public record for this evening.
Carol

From: Jamie Schriner [mailto:oldtownjamie@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2017 4:39 PM

To: Wood, Carol

Cc: Vanessa Shafer; <board@oldtownmainstreet.org>
Subject: Old Town business price quotes for changing address

Good afternoon,

Thanks again for chatting with me this afternoon. On behalf of the Old Town Commercial Association (OTCA),
I apologize, but I don't believe that we will have a representative there this evening. Try though we might,
Summer and I are sick, Sarah has her store, Vanessa and Rick have a Howl-O-Ween meeting, Ben has Elle's
Place, Ben and Mike are out-of-town, Ariana has kid duty and Neal is on call. We're a small volunteer board
and unfortunately are all tapped. That said, this is what I've sent to all members. Attached are several quotes
from Old Town business owners regarding the expense of changing the name of Grand River Avenue to Cesar
Chavez Avenue. As we expressed in 2010 and at the Memorial Review Board and will continue to express, we
are opposed to this for several reasons, including the history of Grand River Avenue as the road that runs from
the east to the west side of the state and actually crosses the Grand River in Old Town, as well as for the many,
many expenses that the small business owners in Old Town will incur, which will very be more than what a few
can overcome.

While many people have simply said that the businesses should just run through their existing print materials
and then print new materials with a new street name, what they don't consider is that it actually costs money to
pay someone to redesign business cards, letterhead, change websites, create new plates for presses for bags,
update signage for storefronts, etc. In addition, most businesses deal with 20 or more vendors, each of which
will need to have all of their information updated. This doesn't even take into consideration the potential lost
business from people who are confused over the time it will take for mapping apps on their phones to update
and will use it as an excuse to go to the mall, shop online or go to Walmart. The quotes attached range from
$1,000 to $5,000, as our businesses range in size, service, etc. We believe approximately 75 businesses will be
impacted.

As we have continually requested from the beginning of this process, we would like to have the Old Town
stakeholders impacted by this proposed change meet with the entire Latino community (not just the Lansing for
Cesar Chavez group), and have the opportunity to discuss how we can resolve this issue -- whether it be that the
Chavez group or the city pays for the costs for each of the individual businesses or that we find a suitable
alternative like the renaming of the River Trail or something else that achieves the goal of educating the public.
The OTCA has repeatedly requested that the Lansing for Cesar Chavez group meet with the entire Old Town
community, to which they have refused up to this point, which is why we are requesting that the entire Latino

1



community come together. There is a tremendous amount of misinformation and negativity that we would like
to try to overcome. In honoring a good man, we should not be putting people out of business, nor accusing
people of racism, which is happening right now. We would like to try to heal old wounds that we did not know
existed and move forward in a positive way. To this end, Kathie Dunbar has been working with Doak Bloss,
who has offered to facilitate a meeting with Old Town this Sunday and then with both groups together the
following Sunday. We would very much like for this to happen to see if we are able to work out something
before having this come before council and the community in a very public and potentially negative fashion.

Again, I apologize that the OTCA does not have a board representative there this evening. I'm personally home
with the flu, although I was scheduled to be on the road for work. We're going to try to get someone there if a
meeting ends early, but we're a very small volunteer organization with one staff person, so adding anything
additional like a potential street name change and the resources it will take to assist our businesses with re-
branding, updating mapping apps and trying to assist with the chaos that will go on will be completely
overwhelming to our small nonprofit as well. Again, we would love to honor a great man, but we would like to
find a way to do it that doesn't potentially put it on the backs of many small businesses and individuals without
the resources to pay for it.

Please don't hesitate to call me anytime on my cell at [N or email me with any questions or concerns.
[ don't envy you with your position, but please know that we would love to find a compromise that works for all
parties involved.

Thank you,
Jamie

Jamie Schriner

OTCA Board Chair

Old Town Property Owner and Resident
1216 Turner Street, Apt. A

Lansing, M1 489006

This email has been scanned by the City of Lansing Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http:/www.symanteccloud.com
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Curvaceous Costs of changing street name — 513 E. Grand River, Lansing LANSING CITY COUNCIL

Description Amount

One ad(;itio;al we;k;wonh l\/rlerlrrketing”S”trategist pay to update o

web, graphics 5200:00
Physically changing address with all vendors $440.00
Update changes with auto debit utilities $31.50
Update bank information, credit card information $28.00
Change business registration with the State of Michigan, Form 163 $7.00
Change business registration with the IRS via 8822-B $7.00
Changing listings - Google, yelp, etc $28.00
Update signage for expos and off site events $350.00
For personal record, redo print materials $391.00
Total not including print . 109150

Explanation of Curvaceous Costs of Changing Street Name

2. Our internal Marketing Strategist is paid $200/week for all routine graphic design, social
media marketing, marketing content creation, and webstore graphics. The content of all of these
is pre-planned approximately a month in advance. If the address changed, she’'d have probably
double the work one week, since we can’t forego or slack on our current marketing strategy. It
would cost me double one week because of this.

3. If averaged out, |, Lauren (owner) pay myself $14 an hour currently. We have 84 vendors in
our system, and can conservatively say we work with 75% of them at any given time. That
means 63 vendors would have to be notified of an address change. It's not simple. Almost ALL
vendors require any billing or shipping change via a form in writing that they provide. This
means print a new form, fill it out, scan it back in and email it back to the company.
Approximately fifteen minutes per vendor!

63 vendors x 15 mins each = 945; 945/ 60 mins in an hour = 15.75 hours; 15.75 hours x
$14/nhour = $220.50

Now multiply that by two, because whatever | should be devoting my professional time on
during that period was now wasted on paperwork, and | will have to make up the work! Note this
breakdown does NOT include the time it would take to notify each vendor and request the
change forms, so this number is extremely conservative.

4. Auto debit payments for daily and monthly subscriptions need to be updated. Mostly done
online, without any physical proof of address change. Those included but not limited to may be
Accounting software, social media advertising accounts, Security, multiple insurance



policies/companies, email marketing, two shipping accounts, retirement account, etc. Requires
sign in, updating information. Average fifteen minutes each once again, multiplied by minimum
nine:

9 companies x 15 mins each = 135, 135/ 60 mins in an hour = 2.25 hours just to update this!
$14/ hour x 2.25 = $31.50

5. Most credit card companies will allow a billing address change with no proof of the change,
so that simply would be an online fix like above. Banks require physical proof of a move or
something tangible with the new address on it, so | would physically have to visit the two banks
Curvaceous uses to update this information. Allocate two hours for my time to drive to each
respective bank and meet with an account exec to make the changes. 2 x $14 = $28.

6. Zero physical cost, just time filing paperwork. 30 minutes.
7. Zero physical cost, just time filing paperwork. 30 minutes.

8. Time changing listings takes much longer than one would think. Recalling how long this took
three years ago after our first move, we were correcting Google listings from archives and maps
for a year! Then time lapses while the company double checks the change and approves it.
Total time spent initially, two hours. $14 x 2 = $28

9. We travel with business signage of course. We have multiple signs that we use - table
banners, table top signs large and small, and a retractable stand alone banner.

For my own personal records, it would cost this much for a new print material reorder, based
on what we currently print as of Sept 2017. Expected to increase by holiday 2017.

$20 bra punch cards

$23 gift certificates

$224 four different post cards

$124 two people’s business cards

$391 total print redo
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Name change costs for the Grace, 509 E. Grand River Avenue:/v Sllg CiTy ¢

OUnicy
« Redhead Design: hourly rate: $130.00 , Discounted hourly rate: $80.00
-changes made to website, printing plate for 2 sizes of

bags, 4 constant print ads (That we run every year in

different places)and 3 staffers’ business cards:

20-25 hours

= $1600.00 - $2000.00

« Changes made by staff: Google page, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,

Yellow pages.com, Yelp
« 12 hours at $20/hour = $240.00

«Contacting 100+ vendors to change information: 25 hours of my own time
at $50/hour = $1250.00

« Contacting banks and credit card companies to change our address: 3
hours of my own time at $50/hour = $150.00

« Contacting customers to tell them about the name change and how
searching for directions will be different going forward. Newsletter, FB

ads design: 3 hours of my own time at $50/hour = $150.00

« We will need to place print and social media ads letting customers know
that we are still in the same place, but the street name is different when
they map things out: Design: 2 hours at $80/an hour = $160.00, plus
placement: $100 on Facebook, 1/4 page in city pulse 4 times: $1,224.00

Total: $5,274.00



This is a low estimate and counts nothing for the inevitable business lost
when customers can’t find us-I've been dealing with this already for the last

three years and it's a HUGE problem.
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Such Video - 111 E. Grand River Avenue, Lansing SEP 112017

This is the quote for a single collateral piece we are printing now. Only 200 copies.| This;isprint COUNCIL
only. ‘

Business cards are $250 per person x 6.
Letterhead & envelopes are $1500.

Design costs to redo what we've just created is $5,000.

We are in a complete holding pattern because we cannot use up our old stuff because of new

identity materials.
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Name Change Costs for Swanson Design Architects

LANSING CITY Coun i
26 hours at $75.00 per hour= $1,950

Includes web site, stamp pads bank and return address. Letter head design change, business card
design change, construction drawing sheets (4 sizes),

Time for changing return address for bills and emailing/calling clients.
Note that I did donate the design of the arch.
Mary Swanson

329 E. Grand River Ave.

Lansing, Michigan 48906

mswanson@swansondesign.com

phone 517-482-9039

fax 517 482 9290
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